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— 55 have beared, that Antichriſt ſoall come. 
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F againſt the doctrine of Anti- 
chriſt. 


1 Ep. Joan | il. 18. 


= — 2 baue beared that Antichriſt ſhall 
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THE SECOND VOLUME. vi 


SERMON XIL 


Uſes of this inquiry into the props: 
. 


Rx v. xxii. 7. 


Behold, J come quickly : Bleſſed is be that 
keepeth 22 Sayings of the prophecy of this 
book, m 197. 
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Prophecies concerning Ax TIcHRIS T. 


1 Ep. Joum i ii. 18. 


— 2 4 have Beared that duc fl | 


come 7 


Aue che more — pro- 
phecies concerning the Chriſtian 
Church, there are ſeveral, which deſcribe 
the riſe, progreſs, and downfal of a certain 
Power, repreſented under various ſymbols 
or images, and diſtinguiſhed by many ap- 
pellations; but more eſpecially known by 
the name of AnTICHRIST. _ 
© Theſe prophecies come now, in the 
order of this Lecture, to be conſidered. 
The ſubject is, in a high e curious 
Vor. II. ; 3 and 
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2 Prophecies concerning Ax richRIST. 


and important; but of no eaſy diſcuſſion: 
not ſo much on the account of any pecu- 
liar difficulty in the prophecies themſelves, 
as from the prejudice of party in explaining 
them, and ſtill more, from the general pre- 
Judice that lies againſt every attempt to ex- 
plain them. 
To make my way through all theſe ob- 
ſtructions, I ſhall begin with laying before 
you a clear and diſtinct ſtate of the queſtion 
itſelf, which is chiefly agitated by inquirers 
into theſe prophecies. 

It is admitted, that many predictions in 
the Old and New Teſtament, particularly 


in the book of Daniel, in St. Paul's Epiſtles, 


and in the Revelations of St. John, clearly 
point out a very extraordinary power, which 
was to manifeſt itſelf in the latter times, 
that is, in the times ſubſequent to the in- 
troduction of Chriſtianity. The charac- 
ters, by which this power (acknowledged 

by all under the name of Antichriſt) is chief- 

ly diſtinguiſhed, are thoſe of Yyranny a], 
[a] By the word Tyranny, here and elſewhere in theſe 


_ diſcourſes, as «hpi to the Pope, I would be under- 
 davlatry, 


+ 
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1dolatry, and Intolerance. And, to abridge- ; 
our trouble in ſearching after this three- = 
headed monſter, we are directed by the pro- 
phets to look for him within the boundaries 
of what was properly called, the Roman 
Empire, and even in the city of Rome 
itſelf. | 

Thus far there is no diſpute. The only 
queſtion is, To what Roman power, ex- 
| hibiting thoſe characters, the prophecies 
are to be applied. And even this queſtion 
is reduced within narrow limits. For 
Two Powers only have ſubſiſted in Rome, 
from the Chriſtian æra to the preſent times 
(within which period we are, again, allowed 
to expect the reign of Antichriſt); the 
Roman Emperor, in the firſt place; and, 
afterwards, the Roman Pontifs. So that, 


ſtood to mean, chat nnn dominion, which he 


_ -exerciſed, or claimed a right of exerciſing, over the 
princes and ſtates of his communion, in all affairs both 
temporal and ſpiritual.— I uſe the word (ſomewhat 

improperly, perhaps) for the ſake of brevity, as I know 
of no other fingle term, that ſo well expreſſes my mean · 


ing. 


B 2 3 
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on the whole, the fingle point in debate is 


merely this, Whether Imperial, or Papal 
Rome, be that Antichriſtian Power, which 


the prophets foretold. The church of 
Rome holds, for obvious reaſons, that the 


Inperial power is the object of the prophe- 


cies: the Proteſtants have, on the contra- 
Ty, their reaſons for maintaining, that Papa! 
Rome 1s that power, which the prophe- 
cies had in view, and in which alone they 
are truly and properly verified. 8 
This, then, is the meaning of that fa- 
mous inquiry concerning Antichriſt: and 
1 muſt deſire you to keep your attention 
ſteadily fixed on the queſtion, as here ſtat- 
ed; while I endeavour to furniſh you with 
the proper means of deciding upon tt. 
The obvious method of doing this, would 
be, To lay before you, directly, the pro- 


phecies themſelves, and to examine them 


by the light of ſober criticiſm, and au- 


thentic hiſtory. Bur, becauſe it is no new | 
or difficult thing to miſrepreſent fats, and 


to milinterpret . to Perden⸗ in ſhort, 
| a _ theſe 
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theſe two inſtruments of truth to any ends, 
which prejudice hath in view; and becauſe 
T know how natural it is for you to ſuſpect 
ſuch management in the preſent caſe, where 
the zeal of party is ſuppoſed, on either ſide, 
to exclude, or over-power, the love of 
truth; for theſe reaſons, it may be conve- 


nient to take a larger compaſs, and, by a 
previous hiſtorical deduction of this con- 
troverſy, to let you ſee in what light it has 
been regarded, through the ſeveral IL 1 

the Chriſtian Church, 4 


I. Tax risT ACCOUNT, we meet with 
in ſcripture, of the power in queſtion, I 
mean, under his proper name of Antichriſt,- 
is in the firſt epiſtle of St. John, from 
which the text is taken. The whole paſ- 
runs thus Little children, it is the laſt 
time: Aud, as ye have heard that Antichriſt 
Hall come, even now there are many Anti- 
chriſts ; whereby « We know that i i is the af 
time. 


B e | To 
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To underſtand theſe words, we muſt 
call to mind what hath been already, more 


than once, obſerved concerning the ſcrip- 


tural diviſion of time into two great por- 
tions, The FORMER, and LATTER times.. 
By the former, is meant the times preced- 
ing the Chriſtian æra; by the latter, the 
times ſubſcquent to it. | Correſpondent to 


this partition of time, is the double advent 
of Chriſt, of which 1 before gave a diſtinct 
idea. His irſt advent was, when he came 


in the fleſh at Jeruſalem: his ſecond ad- 


vent is to be underſtood of his coming in 


his kingdom, through all the ages of the 
Chriſtian Church. 

But though the latter times, in the ge- 
neral ſenſe of ſcripture, be thus compre- 
henſive, they are further ſubdivided into 


other conſtituent portions, in which ſome 


particular ſtate of Chriſt's kingdom i is ad- 


| miniſtered, and within which it is com. 


pleted. In reference to this ſubordinate 
diviſion of time in the Chriſtian diſpenſa- 


tion, the coming of Chriſt is, alſo, pro- 


8 
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portionably multiplied, He comes in each 
diviſion; that is, as oft as he thinks fit to 
interpoſe by any ſignal act of his power and 
providence. The whole period, in which 
any diſtinct tate of his kingdom is carry- 
ing on, is likewiſe called the latter time; 
and the concluding part of that period is 


diſtinguiſhed by the name of the /aft hour c 


as if the whole of each period were conſi- 
dered as one day; and the cloſe of each 
period, as the end, or Jaft hour, of that 
ly. 

Thus, the time hates from Chriſt's 
aſcenſion to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
being one of the ſubdiviſions, before men- 
tioned, is called. the latter times; and the 
eve of its deſtruction, is called the aft hour. 
He was coming through the whole time : 
he came in the end of jt. And the like uſe 
of theſe terms is to he made, in other in- 
ſtances. + We are to apply them in the ſame 
manner to the reign of Antichriſt —to the 
Millennium —to the day of judgement, Each 
of theſe ſtates, into which the latter times, 


WE: T9 or 
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or the times of Chriſtianity, are divided, 
is likewiſe ſpoken of under the idea of the 
latter times; and the ſeaſon, in which each 
is drawing to an end, is the af bour of 
that ſtate J. 

Thus much being premiſed, i it is eaſy to 
give a juſt expoſition of the text. Litile 
children, it is the laſt time, or hour —that is, 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem is at hand; as 
indeed it followed very ſoon after the date 
of this Epiſtle. Aud, as ye have beared 
that Antichriſt ſhall come that, in ſome fu- 
ture period, called the laſt times, an hoſtile 
power, which we know by the name of 
Antichriſt, ſhall ariſe and prevail in the 
world, even now, we may ſee the com- 


mencement of that Power: 3 for, therę are 


03 What is herg faid of the feriptural diviſion of 
time, with regard to the affairs of the Church, is enough | 
for my purpoſe. There is another diviſion of time, 


in the prophetic ſcriptures, with regard to the King - 
adams of the world; concerning which the reader ma 


conſult Bisnor KIDDER's Dem. of the Meffiah, Part iii. 

ch. ix.; and eſpecially Mr, Mzpz's bly - Y the 

Lutter times, ch. xi, | 
many 


many Antichriſts; many perſons, now, ap- 
pear in the ſpirit of that future Antichriſt, 


and deſerve his name: whereby, indeed, 


we know that it is the laſt bour : for Chriſt 
himſelf had made the appearance of falſe 
Chriſts and falſe prophets, that is, of Anti- 


chriſts, to be one of the ſigns by which 


that Sour ſhould be diſtinguiſhed [c]. 


The meaning of the whole paſſage, then, 


is clearly this: That the appearance of 


falſe Chriſfts and falſe Prophets (of which 


there were many, according to our Lord's 
prediction, in St. John's time) indicated 
the arrival of that hour, that was to be fa- 
tal to the Jewiſh ſtate: and that they 
were, at the ſame time, the types and 
forerunners of a ſtill more dreadful power, 
which ſhould be fully revealed in the latter 


times, in a future period, when that cala- 


mity was paſt.” For the truth of the 


aſſertion, That ſuch a power ſhould ariſe in 
the Chriſtian church, he appeals to a tra- 
dition, then current among the diſciples: 


(e] Math, xxiv. 24. Mark xiii, 21. 
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and his hated name of Antichriſt is here 
applied, by way of anticipation, 'to the 
falſe prophets of that time; as poſſeſſing 
much of his character, and er with his 


ſpirit. 
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Hence we ſee the meaning of the word, 
Antichriſt; which ſtands for a perſon or 
power, actuated with a ſpirit oppoſite to 
that of Chriſt. And ſo indeed the Apoſtle 
explains himſelf, in another place of this 
very Epiſtle. For, ſpeaking. of certain 
falſe teachers, who preached up a doctrine, 
contrary to that of the Goſpel, he adds 
« This is that /pirit of Antichriſt, whereof 
te ye have heard that it ſhould come, and 
& even now already is it in the world [d].“ 
And I lay the greater ſtreſs on this obſer- 
vation, becauſe the etymology of the word, 
Antichriſt, makes it capable of two different 
meanings. For it may either ſignify one, 
who aſſumes the place and office of Chriſt, or 
one, who maintains a diref# _Y and * 


L r Ep. John, iv. 3. 


ſition 


Propbecies concerning Ax rienRISsT. 11 


tion to him [e]. But the latter, is the ſenſe 
in which the Apoſtle uſeth this term; 
although it be true that, in the former 
ſenſe, it very well ſaits the Biſhop of Rome, 
who calls himſelf the Vicar of Chriſt, as 

well as the ſucceſſor of St. Peter. Nor can 
there be any difficulty in fixing the charge 
of Antichriſtianiſm, in the ſenſe of an en- 
mity and oppoſition to Chriſt, on the Roman 
Pontif (though I know how abſurd the at- - 
tempt ſeems to the writers on that ſide;) 
for, to merit this charge, it is not neceſſary 
that he ſhould formally reje&t Chriſt, 
which undoubtedly he does not, but that 
he ſhould act in defiance to the true genius 
and character of Chriſt's religion: a charge, 
which may be evidently made good againſt 
him. 

In ſhort, as the word, Cbriſt, is fre- 
quently uſed in the Apoſtolic writings for 
the do#rine of Chriſt; in which ſenſe we 
are ſaid to put on Chrift, to grow in Chriſt, 


Le]! Agios di, in the ſenſe _ of pro, or 
| Contra. 
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to learn Chriſt, and in other inſtances : So 
Antichriſt, in the abſtract, may be taken 
for a doctrine ſubverſive of the Chriſtian ;_ 
and when applied to a particular man, or 
body of men, it denotes one, who ſets 
himſelf againſt the ſpirit of that doctrine [f]. 
[/] Grotivs ſays, „Sicut *Antice/erem dicimus qui 
contra Cæſarem ſe Cæſarem vult dici atque Cæſar ha- 


beri, fic Antinbriſtus eſt qui ſe vero Chriſto opponit es 
modo ut ipſe Chriſtus haberi velit.” Op. t. iv. p. 490. 


Ehe learned commentator did not reflect, that words 


are not always uſed according to the ſtrict import of 
their etymologies. Foie Chriffs, we will ſay, are, in 


the ſtrict ſenſe of the word, Autichriſis. But the queſ- 


tion is, in ava? ſenſe this word is uſed of the perſon 
- called, by way of eminence, Tas AN TICHRIST. This 
muſt be collected from the attributes given to him in 
the prophecies themſelves, not from the rigorous ety- 
mology of the term. The caſe was plainly this. St. 
John is ſpeaking of the 7e Cbriſts, who had ap- 
peared in his time; and, to diſgrace them the more 
effectually in the minds of thoſe to whom he writes, he 
brands them with the name of Anutichriſtis: not ſo much 
reſpecting the exact ſenſe of the word, as the ideas of 
averſion, which, he knew, it would excite. For the 
tradition of the church concerning Aztichrift, had made 
this appellation, of all others, the moſt opprobripus, 
and hateful, —Beſides, it is not ſo clear, as Grotius 


In 
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In this laſt ſenſe, the word Antichriſt 
is clearly employed by St. John: and 
from his example, the word grew into 
general uſe in the Chriſtian church; and 


is ſo to be underſtood, whenever mention 


is made of Antichriſt by the primi- 
tive fathers, or wy” other eccleſiaſtical 


writers. 


II. I am now to ſhew in what manner 
the prophecies concerning Antichriſt, or a 
perſon or power, ſo called, and, though 
variouſly deſcribed, always conſidered under 
the idea of an adverſary to the true doctrine 


.of Chriſt, have been conſtrued and applied 


by many eminent members of the Chriſtian 
Church, in all ages. Po Ew 


8 that the ſtrict ſenſe of the word, * | 
muſt be — is, gui fe vero Chriſto opponit eo modo ut ige 


Chriftus haberi welit. Cæſar, who generally expreſſed 
himſelf with exact propriety, thought fit, on a certain 
| occaſion, to aſſume the name and character of AnTi1- 
caro. Was it Cæſar's purpoſe to ſay, or was it his 
ambition to pretend, © that he oppoſed himſelf to the true 
| _ r MOD a7 1906 Caro haberi wellet i 


1. When 


as will be explained preſently. See the next note. 
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1. When the canon of ſcripture was 
formed, and now in the hands of the faith- 
ful, the prophecies concerning Antichriſt 
were too remarkable not to take their early 
attention. They accordingly cite theſe 
prophecies in their apologies and commen- 


taries, or refer to them, very frequently. 


But one thing is ſingular. Though Anti- 
chriſt be every where ſpoken of in the pro- 


-phecies as a perſecuting power, and though 


the Chriſtian church then was, and ſo con- 


tinued to be for near three centuries, 1n a 


Kate of perſecution under the Roman em- 


Perors, yet this opprobrious name was not 


uſually given to their perſecutors. I do 
not ſay, that none of the early Chriſtian 
writers ever applied that character to the 


Emperors. Some few of them, in a fit of 
_ zealand reſentment, did [g]. But the moſt, 


[g] Euſebius mentions, Jupas, H. E. l. vi. c. 2; 
and Dioxys1vs, E. H. l. vii. c. 19,—Others, ſeemed 
to expect that Antichriſt would appear as the Meſſiah 
of the Jews ; but in the perſon of a Roman Emperor; 


* 
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and the ableſt of the Fathers, were clearly 
of another opinion. 

It may be thought, that they forbore 
this application of fo odious a term, out of 
_ reſpect to the government under which 
they lived, and from prudential conſidera- 
tions. Theſe motives had, without doubt, 
their weight with them, and made them 
more cautious, than they would otherwiſe 
have been, in interpreting the prophecies. 
But, if they had been at liberty to ſpeak 
out, and declare their full ſenſe, on the 
ſubject, it is certain they would not, and 
could not, conſiſtently with their avowed 
principles, apply the prophecies concerning 
Antichriſt to the Roman Emperors. For 
they had learned from tradition, and from 
the letter of the prophecies, that Anti- 
chriſt was to be revealed in ſome diſtant 
age; and they even collected from a re- 
markable paſſage in one of St. Paul's Epiſ- 
tles (which will. be conſidered hereafter) 
that the removal of the Roman empire was 
to make way for his appearance, Hence, 


_ 
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they give it as a reaſon for their ardent 
prayers to heaven for the preſervation of the 
empire, that the dreaded power of Anti- 
chrift could not commence, ſo long as the 
Imperial ſovereignty ſubſiſted. And it is 
obſervable that, of thoſe few writers, who 
were in different ſentiments, the greater 
part conceived the time of his coming to be 
remote; and were even driven to the ſtrange 
neceſſity of ſuppoſing that Nero, the firſt 
perſecuting Emperor, was miraculouſly 
kept alive, or would be raiſed up from the 
dead, in order to be revealed in a- future 
age, as the Antichriſt of the prophets, or 
at leaſt as the Precurſor of Antichriſt [B]. 
In ſhort, the idea, which the early Chriſ- 
tians, in general, formed of Antichriſt, was 
that of a power, to be revealed in diſtant 
times, after the diſſolution of the Roman 
empire; of a power, to ariſe out of the 
ruins of that empire. Not to multiply quo- 
tations, on a a point which admits no doubt, 


[4] See many citations to this purpoſe in Dr. Lard- 


-ner's Cred. p. ii. v. p. 210, 11, 12. 
Jerom, 
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Jerom, the ableſt of the antient Fathers, 
and the moſt eſteemed, ſhall ſpeak for the 
reſt, He ſays expreſsly, that ſuch was the 
idea of all the ecclgſiaſtical writers, down to 
his time; as is here repreſented [i]. 
Nov this circumſtance ye will ſurely 
think not a little remarkable, that they, 
who lived under the emperors, and felt the 
whole weight of their tyrannous perſecu- 
tion, ſhould not apply the prophetic notes 
and characters of Antichriſt, to them, if 
indeed the prophecies had been fairly capa- 
ble of ſuch application. - This, I fay, is 
exceedingly remarkable: for men are but 
too apt even to wrelt the ſcriptures: to a 
ſenſe, which favours their own cauſe,” or 
gratifies their paſſions; and to find a com- 
pletion of prophecy in events, which fall 
cout in their own days and concern them- 
ſelves (as we ſee from ſo many abſurd 
applications of the Apocalypſe, juſtly 
objected to certain Proteſtant writers); 
though, when ſuch events are paſt, and 


L.] Jerom, in Dan. vii. Mede, p. 657. 
Vo L. II. e G | impar. 


— 
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impartially conſidered, no ſuch accom- 
pliſhment of Py can be diſcerned i in 
them. 
When the church of Rome, chk; 
now pretends, that Antichriſt is to be 
ſought in Imperial and Pagan Rome, ye 
will naturally aſk how it came to pals, 
that the antient fathers, who had the beſt 
opportunity of ſeeing the conformity of the 
prophecies with the tranſactions of their 
times, and were ſo much intereſted in thoſe 
tranſactions, ſhould yet overlook ſuch con- 
formity, if it had been real, and fairly 
marked out by the prophecies, when in- 
terpreters of theſe days are ſo quick- ſighted? 
And to this queſtion, no juft and fatisfac- 
tory anſwer can be given, but that, in the 
opinion of thoſe fathers, the characters of 
Antichriſt were not ſufficiently applicable 
to the Roman emperors; or, if they were, 
that certain expreſs clauſes in the prophe- 
ies themſelves forbade that application of 
them. Either way, their conduct forms 
2 ſtrong * that the Antichriſt 
of 
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of the prophe ts was not, and could not be, 
the Roman Emperor. 

I know indeed, that, when the * 
became Chriſtian, and factions ſprang up 
in the church, the name of Antichriſt, as 
a term of reproach, was not unfrequently 
beſtowed on ſuch of the emperors as had 
made themſelves obnoxious to the orthodox 

party. But this flippancy of language 
proves nothing but the paſſion of the men 
who indulged themſelves in it, unleſs it 
be, chat this term of reproach was thought 
better ſuited to an excleſiaſtic, than a civil 
power: for, the Emperor being now the 
head of the Chriſtian church, his perſecu- 
tions of the faith were deemed the more 
Antichriſti an, as they eſpecially diſgraced 
his religious character. And how natural 
this idea was, I mean the idea of Anutichriſt, 
as intended by the prophets of a religious, 
not civil power, we may learn from the 
| hiſtory of the ſchiſms, which - afterwards 
3 the church under the papacy; 
1 NEWS. when 
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when the Antipopes very liberally, and 
conſtantly branded each other with the 
name of ' Antichriſt : as if they had found a 55 
peculiar aptneſs in the prophetic language 
to expreſs eccleſiaſtical Ty and e 
tion. 

But, whatever uſe we may make of 
theſe facts, it is clear, on all hands, that 
the Roman Emperor, as ſuch, was thought 
to have no concern in che predictions con- 
:cerning Antichriſt ; at leaſt, that the 
more intelligent Chriſtian” writers of the 
three firſt centuries had no idea of his 
having any ſuch concern in them: while, 
yet, they held very unanimouſly, that ſome 
future power was to ariſe in the church, in 
which thoſe predictions would be com- 
n 


U. This, in general, was the ſtate of 
- the controverſy concerning Antichriſt, till 
the down-falb of the Weſtern empire 3 
when the Biſhep of Rome reared his head, 
and by degrees found means, amidſt the 

ruins 
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ruins of that mighty power, to advance 
himſelf into the ſovereignty of Rome, and, 
at length; of the Chriſtian world: fixing 
his reſidence. in the very ſeat and throne of 
the Czſars. It remains to ſee, in what 
light the reign of Antichriſt was, thence- 
forth, conſidered by many eminent mem-. 
bers of that church, which now called it- 
ſelf, and was, in a manner, univerſal, In. 
other words, we are to inquire, now that 
the' imperial. power, which the fathers. 
would not acknowledge to be Antichriſtian, 
had deſerted Rome, whether the papal 
power, which took its Place on the. ſeven 
kills, did not, in the opinion of ſober men, 
fill up all the meaſures of the prophetic 
| characters, and perfectly TRY to chat 
e * 


3 So early, as "OM: the cloſe of the fixth ( 
century, Gregory the firſt, or, the Great, 
as he is uſually called, the moſt revered, 
and in ſome reſpects not undeſervedly ſo, 

of all che Roman pontifs, in a famous dif- 


C3 puts 
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pute with the Biſhop of Conſtantinople, 
wha had taken to himſelf the title of Oecu- 

menical, or Univerſal Biſhop, objects to him 
the arrogance and preſumption of this 
claim, and treats him, on that agcount, 
as the fore· runner, at leaſt, of Antichriſt. 


{His words are remarkable enough to be 


—_—_— 4. OE CO EEO II 


here quoted. I affirm it confidently, ſays He, 
that whoever calls himſelf Univerſal B iſhop, 
or is defirous to be ſo called, demonſtrates him- 
ſelf, by this pride and elation of heart, to be 
the fore-runner of Antichriſt []. And, 


| again, From this preſumption of bis fin 
{ taking the name of Univerſal Biſhop] what 


| elſe can be collected, but that the times of An- 
| tichriſt are now at hand (1] 7 F380 : 


It 1s to be obſerved of this Gregory, that 
he diſclaimed, for himſelf, the title of 
| Univerſal Biſhop, as well as refuſed it to 


(#] Quiſquis ſe univerſalem vocat, vel vocari deſide- 


rat, in elatione ſui Antichriſtum præcurrit. GRE. 


M. Op. Ep. 30. 1. vi. Par. 1533. 
(ij In be ejus e quid aliud nifi propinqua 
jam Antichriſti eſſe upon nme ? Ep. 34. 


J. 1 wy 
his : 
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his aſpiring brother of Conſtantinople. 
How conſiſtently he did this, when at the 
ſame time he exerciſed an authority, 
which can only belong to that exalted. 
character, it is not my buſineſs to inquire. 
Perhaps, he did not advert to the conſe- 
quence of his own actions: perhaps, like 
an able man, he meant to ſecure the thing, 
without troubling himſelf about the name: 
perhaps, he was jealous of a rival to this 
claim of catholic authority, and would not 
permit the Biſhop of - Conſtantinople w 
decorate himſelf with a title, which was 
likely to be favourable to the pretenſions 
of that ſee, and injurious to ,his own. 
Whatever the reaſons of his conduct were, 
the fact is, as I here repreſent it; and 
clearly ſhews that, in the judgment of 
this renowned Roman Biſhop, Antichriſt 
had not yet been revealed in the perſon of 
the Roman Emperor ; and if ever he were 
to be revealed, that not a civil, but eccle- 
ſiaſtical character, agreed beſt with the 
prophetic deſcriptions of him [=]. 

as TRE all his merits, Gregory the Great, it is to 


C 4 2, Pope 


— Ct * ” 4 YL. 
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2. Pope Boniface III, had not, it ſeems, 
the ſcruples, whatever they were, of his 
predeceſſor, Gregory. He readily accept- 
ed, or rather importunately begged, this 
proud title of Oecumenical Biſhop; from the 
Emperor, Phocas; and tranſmitted it to 
all his ſucceſſors. And now, it might be 
expected, that the Biſhop of Rome would 
be Antichriſt, in his turn. But, ſuch was 


the fortune of that ſee, or the devotion of 


the faithful to it, that this charge was not 
preſently brought againſt him: as if the 


ſpirit of dominion, which had fo long poſ- 


ſeſſed that city, were a thing of courſe, 
and could not miſbecome the Biſhop of 
Rome, though it looked ſo 2662145 cron in 
nien of Conſtantinople. 

Other reaſons concurred to "BM the 
honour of the papal chair. It's authority 


be feared, had ſome Antichriſtian marks upon him; 
and his adverſary of the Eaſt might have gone fame 
way towards fixing them upon his Grandeur, if he had 
but obſerved, that Antichriſt, whoever he was, and 
whenſoever to appear in the world, is clearly marked 
out in the Opec, as having his ſeat in old Rome. 


£ 2 grew, 
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grew, every day, more abſolute: and the 
tradition of the church (which had hither- 
to been the chief ſupport of the doctrine 
concerning Antichriſt) gradually ſunk un- 
der the apprehenſion of that power, to 
which alone it could, with any apparent 
propriety, be applied: while the ignorance 
of the times became ſuch, that, except 
perhaps in the minds of ſome few retainers 
to the ſee of Rome, there was ſcarce light 
enough left in the Chriſtian world to point 
out the meaning of the prophecies; if it's 
groſs ſuperſtition would have otherwiſe pers 
mitted the application of them to the ſacred 
perſon of the Pope. 

3. Under the cover of all theſe PING 
ages, the Man of Sin had a convenient time 
to diſplay himſelf, and to grow up into 
that full ſize and ſtature, in which he could 
no longer be overlooked, or miſtaken, by 
thoſe who had any knowledge of the pro- 
phecies, or {kill in applying them. Ac- 
cordingly we find that at the ſynod of 
Rheims, held in the Xth century Ia], Ar- 


n] A. 991. 
SY nulphus, 


* 
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nulphus, Biſhop of Orleans, appealed to 
the whole council, whether the Biſhop of 
Rome were not the Antichriſt of the pro- 
phets; fitting in the temple of God; and 
perfectly correſponding to the marks, which 
St. Paul had given of him. In particular, 


| fpeaking of John the XVth, who then 
wg the church of Rome, he apoſtro- 


phized the aſſembly in theſe words — 


e What think ye, reverend Fathers, of 


this man, ſeated on a lofty. throne, and 
ſhining in purple and gold ? Whom do ye 
account him to be ? Surely, if deſtitute of 


Deo 
La 


Pr 


| charity, and puffed up with the pride of 
1 ſcience only, He is AnTicarisT, Atting in 


the temple of God, and ſhewing himſelf that 
be is Goa [o].” 

4. In the former part of the XIth century, 
Berengarius, a man of principal note in 
le! Quid hunc, reverendi patres, in ſublimi ſolio 
reſidentem, veſte purpurea et avrea radiantem ; quid 
hune, inquam, eſſe cenſetis? Nimirum, fi charitate 
deſtituitur, ſolaque ſcientia inflatur et extollit ur, ANT1- 
CHRISTUS eſt, ix templo Dei ſedens, et ſe oftendens tau- 
quam f it Deus, USSER, de Chri Hian. Eccl ſucceſſione & 

* 
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thoſe days, and diſtinguiſhed by his free 


writings concerning the Euchariſt, went 
ſo far as to call the church of Rome, the 


_ feat of Satan (which is but another apoca- 
lyptic name of Antichriſt;) and to know 
from what ſource he derived this language, 
we need only reflect, that, in the cata- 
logue of his works, we find a treatiſe 
written by him expreſsly on the book of 
Revelations [| p]. 

As this century advanced, the. papal 
power roſe to its height. And all the 
characters of Antichriſt glared ſo ſtrongly 


in the perſon of Hildebrand, who took the 


flatu, e. ii. p. 36. Lond. 161 vaten Cat. 7. 
Ver. p. 1558. Qſfein. Jacob. Stoir et Jacob. Choutl, 

 — This Arnulph, Biſhop of Orleans, was eſteemed, in 

| his day, the wiſeſt and moſt eloquent of all the Galli- 

can prelates. Arnulphus—de quo fic initio ejus ſynodi 
ſcriptum eſt — Iuier omnes Galliarum epi iſcopos ſapientig et 

 eloquentid clarifſimus habebatur, Ib. 

Lo.“ Eccleſiam vanitatis, & SEDEM SATANZ voca- 
bat.” Uss ER. de Chriftian. Eccl. ſuccgſ. & flatn, c. 7. 
f, xxiv. p. 196.—In Apocalyſin ſeripfiſſe teſtatur Boſ- 
tonius Burienſis. Cave, H. L. vol. ii, p. 131. Oxon. 
1 

| name 
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name of Gregory VIIth, that the Romiſh 
hiſtorian, Joannes Aventinus, ſpeaks of it 


as a point, in which the generality of fair, 


| candid, and ingenuous writers, were agreed, 
That THEN began the empire.of Antichriſt [q]. 


5. Paſcal II, who had been brought up 

at the feet of Hildebrand, and fate upon 
the papal throne in the beginning of the 
XIIth century, was treated with as little 
ceremony, as his maſter had been; parti- 
cularly, by Fluentius, Biſhop. of Florence, 

and by the whole church of Liege [r]. 
St. Bernard, too, the moſt eminent per- 
ſon of that age, was ſo ſtruck with the 
marks of Antichriſtianiſm in the church of 
Rome (to which, however, in other re- 
ſpects, he was enough devoted) that he 


[4] Plerique omnes boni, aperti, PO ingenui, ſim» 
plices, tum imperium Antichriſti cœpiſſe, quod ea quæ | 
Chriſtus ſervator noſter tot annos ante nobis cantavit, 
eveniſſe eo tempore cernebant, memoriz literarum pro- 


didere, Ax NAL. BOIORUM, l. v. p. 597. Ingolſtad. 


1554. 
Ir] Cave, H. L. vol. ii. p. 258. Conc. Flor. 1104. 


j Uss ER. De Chrifii Ecel. acc. & Plat, c. v. ſ. v. p. log. 


em ployed 


Prophecies concerning AnTIenrisT. 2g 


employed all the thunder of his rhetoric 


(in which faculty he excelled) againſt its 


corruptions ; exclaiming, that the miniſters 


of Chriſt were become the ſervants of Anti- 


chriſt ; and that the beaſt of the Apocalypſe had 
ſeated himſelf in the chair of St. Peter [s]. 


[5] MinisTtRI CHRISTI SUNT, ET SERVIUNT A- 
TICHRISTo [Ser. ſup. Cantic. xxxiii.— It is true, by 
Antichriſt, he ſeems not to mean the Pope, but, in ge- 
neral, an evil principle, which then domineered in the 
church. Yet he refers us to the famous paſſage in the 
firſt Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, ch. ii. And he tells 
us in his 5th epiſtle, that he had heard one Norbert, 
a man of exemplary piety, ſay, That Antiehriſt would - 
be revealed in that age. Hence it ſeems probable, that 
ſome one perſon or power was in his cye. After all, 
he ſays, that Norbert's reaſons did not fatisfy him. 
Vet, in another epiſtle, he aſſerts exprefsly—Reftia 
illa de Apocalypſi, cui datum eſt os loquens blaſphemias, 
et bellum gerere cum ſanctis, PETRI CATHEDR AM OC- 


CUPAT, tanquam leo paratus ad prædam. Ep. cxxy: 


which was, in other words, to call the Pope, Antichriſt. 

It is evident that St, Bernard applied the prophecies i in 
the Revelation to the ſucceſſor of St. Peter. I mention 
theſe things ſo particularly, to ſhew, what his ſenti- 
ments on this head really were; which have been miſ- 

repreſented by haſty writers, who tranſcribe from each 
other, without examining, A the authorities, 


they — 
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But this charge was now ſo general, 


and ſounded ſo high, that it reached the ears 
of others, beſides prelates, and churchmen. 


Hiſtorians relate, that it made an im- 
preſſion on our military king, Richard I; 
who, being at Meſſina in Sicily, in his way 
to the Holy Land, and hearing much of 


the learned Abbot Joachim of Calabria, 


(a man, famous in thoſe times for his 


warm invectives againſt the Roman hie- 
rarchy ;) had the curioſity to take a lecture 
from him on this ſubject. His text was, 
Antichriſt, and the Apocalypſe; which he 


explained in ſo pointed and forcible a 
manner, as was much to the ſatisfaction, 
we are told, of his royal auditor [f]. 


[e] Cavs, H. L. vol. ii. p. 278. Roc. ps Hoys- 
DEN, ANNAL. Pars poſt. p. 68 1. ed. Franc. 1601. 
In this age [XIIth], was compoſed a very reinarkable 
tract on the ſubject of Antichriſt, which may be ſeen 
in Mede's Works, p. 721.—Mr. Mede ſuppoſes, and 
ſeems indeed to have proved, that the true doctrine of 
Antichriſt was, and was intended to be, a myſtery, ot 
ſecret, till the 1 ath century. Whence it follows that 
the teſtimonies, 3 alledged, are only paſſionate 

6. The 
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6. The firſt appearance of the people, 
called Waldenſes or Albigenſes, was in 
this age; but, 1 in che next, the XIIIth cen- 


or declamatory exaggerations, or to be eſteemed, as de 
fays, pro parabolic? et nar” aso dictis, Arlamatorum 
more. Works, p. 722 
I admit the ruth of the obſervation ; but hold, that 

the w/e of the deduction, here made, 1s pot in the leaſt 
affected by it. For my purpoſe in giving this cata- 
logue of witneſſes to the doctrine of Antichriſt, was 
not to ;x/ify that doctrine, in the true, that is, Pro- 
teſtant ſenſe of it (for then, not only the preceding 
teſtimonies, but even ſome of the following, would have 
been omitted) but merely to ſhew that the general, at 
leaſt, and confuſed idea of ſome ſuch doctrine did, in 
fact, ſubſiſt in the antient Chriſtian church. That what 
idea they had of this doctrine was founded on the pro- 
phecies, is clear from the terms in which they expreſs 
themſelves. And, though the doctrine itſelf was very 
imperfectly conceived, and inconſequentially applied 
by them, ſtill their language ſhews that they had ſome 
notion of a corrupt ſpiritual power, which was, in their 
ſenſe of the prophets, ) domineer in the chureh of Rome: 
whence I draw this concluſion (for the fake of which, 
this whole deduction is made,) That the preſent 
application of the prophecies concerning Antichriſt 
to papal Rome, is not wholly new and unauthorized ; 
. 3s the prejudice, I am here — ſuppoſerh it 
10 * 


tury, 
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tury, they prevailed to that degree, that 
Cruſades and Inquiſitions were thought 
little enough to be employed againſt them. 
We may know what the guilt of this peo- 
ple was, when we underſtand from their 
books, and from the teſtimony of the great 
hiſtorian, Thuanus, that a leading princi- 
ple of their hereſy was, To treat the Pope 
as Antichriſt; and the church of Rome, as 
Babylon; on the authority of the prophe- 
cies contained in the Revelation [a]. 3 
Other av] teſtimonies occur in the hiſtory 
of this age. But I muſt not omit that of 


09) ViIrRINxOA in Apoc. p. 747. Amſt. 1719: 
UssER. De Ecct. ſucc. & ſtat. c. vi. and viii: THUAnus,; 
6 vi. ſ. xvi. vol. i. p. 221, ed. Buckley, 

[o] See, eſpecially, the famous ſpeech of Everhard, : 
biſhop of Saltzbourg, at the aſſembly of Ratiſbonne, in 
the time of Gregory the IXth; inſerted at large in 

Aventinus, Ann. Boior. I. vii. p. 684. The following 
extracts from it will be thought curious. Hildebrandus 
ante annos centum atque ſeptuaginta primus ſpecie re- 
lgionis Autiehriſti imperii fundamenta jecit. p. „ 

Flamines illi Babyloniz [meaning the Biſhops of . 
Rome] ſoli regnare cu piunt, ferre parem non poſſunt, 
non defiftent donec omnia pedibus ſuis conculcaverint, 


our 
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our famous hiſtorian, Matthew Paris; 
who hath taken care to inform us, that 
his contemporary, Robert Groſtete, Biſhop 
of Lincoln, the moſt conſiderable of all 
the Engliſh biſhops, and equally renowned 
for his affection to civil and religious li- 
berty, was ſo much in earneſt in fixing this 
charge on the ſee of Rome, that, as it had 
been the common theme of his meditations 
during life, ſo it occupied his dying mo- 


ments; the Pope, and Anticbriſt, being, as 
he tells us, among the laſt words of this 


zealous prelate [x]. 


atque in templo Dei ſedeant, ertollanturgue ſubra omne id, 
quod colitur. Ib. | 

' Nova conſilia ſub pectore volutat, ut proprium ſibi 
conſtituat imperium, Ages commutar, ſuas ſaneit; con- 
taminat, diripit, ſpoliat, fraudat, occidit, perditus 
homo ille (quem Antichriſtum vocare ſolent) in cujus 

fronte contumeliæ nomen ſcriptum eſt, Deus ſum, er- 

rare non poſſum, i * Dei ſedet, longe 2 785 
dominatur. Ib. 

a—- Reges decem pariter exiffunt — Deceps 89 
9 parvulum — Quid hac prophetia ak 
P · 8 Fo 4 
[r] MartrTz. Pazis, ad 25 125 3. P. 274· ed. 
 Wam, io. 
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29, +4 ms XIVth century affords many au- 


thorities in point; among which the im- 


mortal names of Dante [ 51 and Petrarch [z] J 


[5] Purgat. 32. 
\z] Epiſtolarum fine gui Liber. Ep. vi. p. 130. 


Baſil. 1581.— Many ſtrokes in this epiſtle are, to the 


laſt degree, ſevere and cauſtic. Addrefling himſelf to 
Rome, Ila equidem ipſa es, ſays he, quam in ſpiritu 
acer vidit Evangeliſta, Populi et gentes et linguz, 
aquæ ſunt ſuper quas meretrix ſedes ; recognoſce habi- 


tum. Muher circumdata purpura, et coccino, et ĩn- 
Aurata auro, et lapide pretioſo, et margaritis, habens 


* 


*poculum aureum in manu ſua, plenum abominatione et 


immunditià fornicationis ejus. Audi reliqua. Et vidi 


(inquit) mulierem ebriam de ſanguine ſanctorum, et de 


ſanguine martyrum Jeſu. Quid files ?—And ſo goes on 


oo” 


to apply the prophecies of the Revelations to the chureh 
of Rome, in terms that furniſh out a good comment on 


the famous verſe in one of his poems— 
Gia Roma, hor Batylonia falſe s ria 
Numberleſs paſſages in the wtitings of Nenne | 


| ſpeak of Rome, under the name of Babylon. But an 
equal ſtreſs is not be laid on all of theſe. It ſhould © 


be remembered, that the Popes, in Petrarch's time, 
reſided at Avignon; greatly to the diſparagement 


of themſelves, as he thought, and eſpecially of Rome; 
of which this ſingular man was little leſs. than” idola- 


trous. The ſituation of the place, ſurrounded by wa- 


ters, and his ſplenetic concern for the exiled Church 


* er this * is * to himſelf the 9 4 
Axe 


- 
* 


— 
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are commonly cited. . But the example of 
our Wicklif, who adorned that age,.is moſt 
to our purpoſe, and may excuſe the mention 
of any other. This extraordinary man ſaw 
far into all the abuſes of his time: but he 
had nothing more at heart, than to expoſe 
the Antichriſtianiſmof the Roman Pontif [a]. 
8. Still, as the times grew more en- 
lightened, the controverſy concernin S An- 
tichriſt became more general and impor- 
tant. The writings of Wicklif had great 


miĩgration to the banks of Avignon) brought to his mind 
the condition of the Jewiſh church in the Babylonian 
. captivity. And this parallel was all, perhaps, that he 
meant to inſinuate in moſt of thoſe paſlages. 3 
when he applies the prophecies to Rome, as to the 
calyptic Babylon (as he clearly does in the epiſtle under”, 
conſideration) his meaning is not equivocal; and e 
do him but juſtice to give him an honourable place 
among the TEs TESA VERITATIS. 
| [4] See the catalogue of his works in Cave's Hiſt. 
Lit. vol. ii. App. p. 63; in which is the following 
book of Dialogues. Dialogorum libri quatuor ; quo- 
Tum —quartus Romanæ Eccleſiæ ſacramenta, ejus peſti · 
feram vocationem, ANTICHRISTI REG NU, fratrum 
fradulentam originem atque eorum hypocriſim, varia · 
que noſtro ævo ſeitu digniſſima, perſtringit. 


D 2 effects 


—— — 
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36 Prophecies concerning Axrichkrsr. 
effects both at home, and abroad; and, 
with other cauſes contributed very much 
to the cultivation of free enquiry, and to 
the improvement of all uſeful knowledge, 
in the XVth century. The church of 
Rome was puſhed vigoroufty on all ſides; 
and, in her turn, omitted no means of ſelf- 
defence. That the worſ# were not ſcru- 
pled, may be ſeen by what paſſed in Eng- 
land at that time, as well as by the ſangui- 
nary and faithleſs proceedings at the coun- 
cil of Conſtance. Lord Cobham, and the 
two Bohemian martyrs, were committed to 
the flames, for nothing ſo much, as for aſ- 
ſerting the impious doctrine, That the. 
Pope was Antichriſt.” | 
9. We now enter on the XVIth cen- 
-rury ; diſtinguiſhed in the annals of man- 
kind by that great event, The Reformation 
of long oppreſſed and much adulterated re- 
ligion. The Chriſtian world had ſlumber- 
ed in its chains, for full ten ages. But Li- 
berty came at laſt — f 
Libertas, que frra tamen reſpexit 1 XERTEM. 


This 
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This important work was begun, and 
proſecuted, on the common principle, That 
the biſhop of Rome was Antichriſt: and 
the great ſeparation from the church of 
Rome, was every where juſtified on the 
idea, That Rome was the Babylon of the 
Revelations; and that Chriſtians were 
bound by an expreſs command in thoſe 
prophecies, to coę out of her communion. 

Leo X. was thunder- truck with this 
cry, which reſounded on all ſides; and, jo 
the laſt Lateran council, gave it in charge 
to all preachers, that none of them ſhould 
preſume to call the Pope, Antichriſt, or to 
treat this gbnoxioys ſubject in their diſ- 
courſes to the people [5]. But bis edict 
came too late. The notion had taken deep 
root in the minds of men; and the name 
of Antichriſt, as applied to the Pope, Was 
current in all quarters. 


[ Mandantes omnibus, BeCm—tempus quogue prefixum 


ſuturorum malorum, vel ANTICHRISTI ADVENTUM— 
prædicare, wel afferere, nequaguan prefumant, BIN. 
Cone. Laterau. v. ſub Leone X. Sefſ. xi, p. 632 5 


9 3 10. TOR 


38 Prophecies concerning ANTICHRIST, | 

10. From this time to the preſent, be 
charge of Antichriſtianiſm againſt the church 
of Rome is to be regarded, not as the lan- 
guage of priyate men, or particular ſynods; 
but as the common voice of the whole 
Proteſtant world: ſo that it will be need- 
leſs to bring down the 8 18 25 of it any 
tower. 

THis DEDUCTION, high made witli 
all poſſible brevity, hath held us ſo long, 
that I have but time for one or two ſhore | 
reflexions upon it. 

1. Firft, It may ſeem probible en the 
general prevalence of this opinion, in all 
the periods of the Chriſtian church, that it 
muſt needs have ſome ſolid ground in the 
ſcriptural prophecies: it not being other- 
wiſe conceivable, that it ſhould ſpread fo 
far, and continue ſo long; or that the 
more enlightened, as well as barbarous 
| ages ſhould concur in the profeſſion of 
it. 

2. ee ly, from the catalogue of il- 
luſtrious names, here produtct, and from 


* 


12 


EF 
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the Gingular ſtreſs, which all Proteſtant 
churches to this day have ever laid on this 
principle, we may fee the importance of 
the general queſtion. The papal divines 
have an evident reaſon for treating it with 
contempt, The men of thought and in- 
quiry, who ſpeculate within the Roman 
communion, may be reſtrained by conſi- 
derations of fear or decency, from join- 
ing le] in this invidious charge againſt the 


le] M. d Alembert, indeed, goes further. He ac- 
quaints us, that this charge is now out of date, and 
that nobody, either within or without the Romiſh com- 
munion, makes it any longer. For, ſpeaking of a 
public inſcription at Geneva, in which he Page is called 
Antichrift, he animadverts on this diſgrace of that Pro- 
teſtant people, and very kindly ſuggeſts to them what 
their improved fentiments and language ſhould be on 
that ſubject. As for the Catholics (ſays he, very gravely) 
the Pope is regarded by them, as the Hegd of the true 
Church: By ſage and moderate Proteſtants, he is feen in the 
light of a ſovereign prince, whom they reęſpedt, though they 
do not obey bim: But, in an age like this, HE IS NO LONGER 
ANTICHR1ST IN THE OPINION OF ANYBODY. © Pour 
les Catholiques, le Pape eſt le chef de la W 
Egliſe; pour les Proteſtants ſages et moderges, c'eſt 
Souverein qu' ils reſpectent comme Prince ſans lui obeire 
mais dans wn fiicle tel que nitre, il weft plus FAntichriſt 


41 head 
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head of their church. But for any, that 
profeſs Chriſtianity, and call themſelves Nro · 

teſtants, to make light of inquiries into the 

. prophecies concerning Antichriſt, and to 

manifeſt a ſcorn of all attempts to apply 

them in the way, in which: they have ſo 
generally, and with ſuch effect been ap- 

plied, is a ſort of conduct, which will not 

ſo readily find an | excuſe, much leſs a or 

fication, 

3. Laſtly, whatever beende of the truth, 
or importance of the doctrine, the antiquity 
of it is not 'to be diſputed. For we are - 
authoriſed to affirm, on the moſt. certain 
grounds of hiſtory, that a Roman power, 
commonly called Antichriſt, was expected 
to ariſe in the latter times, by the primitive 
Chriſtians; and that the Imperial, was not 
deemed to be that power, ſo long as it ſub- 
ſiſted. It is, further, unqueſtionable that 
not the Emperor, but the Biſhop or Church 


pour perfone,” Ecoyclopudia, Art. Gznevs.-If the- 
preſent age be, here, truly characterized, it was high 
time, or rather it 1 was too late, to found this nn. 

Lene. | 
of 


* 
- 
. 


Prophecies concernigg AnTicurisT. 4r 


of Rome, was afterwards thoyght entitled 
to the name of Antichriſt by many perſons 
of that communion, for ſeveral ſucceſſive 
centuries, previous to the æra of the Re- 
formation. 

Theſe facts mould abate the wonder, 
at leaſt, which ſome expreſs at hearing the 
names of the Pope and Antichriſt pro- 
nounced together. They muſt ſurely con- 
vince every man, that this language, what- 
ever foundation it may, or may not have, 
in the prophecies, is not taken up without 
precedents and authorities: and that the 
notion, conveyed by it, is not a conceit of 
yeſterday, which ſprung out of recent pre- 
judices, and novel interpretations. This, I 
fay, is a concluſien which every man muſt 
draw from the premiſes, laid down in this 
diſcourſe : and this, for the preſent, is the 
main uſe I would requeſt you, to make of 
thoſe Ps. . : 


S E R- 


SERMON VII. 
| | 

; Prejudices againſt the Doctrine of 

ANTICHRIST. 


1 Ep. Jon ii. 18. 


=e bave beared, that Autichri fall come. 


py 
+ 54 


O NE of the pinpad prejudices againſt 


the doctrine of Antichriſt, as under- 


ſtood and applied by Proteſtant divines, 


ariſes out of a circumſtance, which was 
juſt touched in the cloſe of my laſt diſ- 
courſe, and is of importance enough to be 
now reſumed and more particularly con- 
VIE 


formation was ſet on foot in the ſixteenth 
century,” this great work was every where 


1. It is well Ln FO when the Re- 


e and conducted on the general prin- 


ciple, 


©  Prejudices,” dc. 13 


ple, That the Pope, or at leaſt che church 
of Rome, was Antichriſt.” 


Now then of ſenſe, who big looked | 
no farther into the ſubje&, and yet re- 


— as they eaſily may, the bitter- 


"nefs, the policy, the fraud, too commonly 
obſervable in the conduct of religious (as 


of other) parties, eaſily fall into the ſuſpi- 
cion, That this cry of Antichriſt was only 


an artifice of the time, or at leaſt an extra- 


vagance of it; when the minds of men 
were intenſely heated againſt each other; 
and when of courſe no arms would be re- 


fuſed, that might ſerve to e or diſ- | 


treſs the enemy. 

In theſe circumſtances, it was ne 
enough, it will be faid, for angry men to 
ſee that in the prophecies which was not 
contained in them; or for deſigning men 
to feign that which they did not ſee; in or- 
der the more effectually to carry on the 
cauſe in which they had . and to 
ſeduce the unwary multitude into their 
33 In ſhort, the paſſions of the Re- 

formed, 
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formed, it is readily preſumed, had, ſome 
way or other, conjured up this ſpectre of. 
Antichriſt, as a convenient engine, by 
which they might either gratify their own 
ſpleen, or excite that of the people ; the 
prophecies all the while being no further 
concerned in the queſtion, than as they were 
wreſted for theſe purpoſes (as they fre- 
quently have been, in like caſes) from their 
true and proper meaning.“ 

To remoye this capital prejudice (which, 
more than any other, hath, perhaps, divert- 
ed ſerious men from giving a due attention 
to this argument) was the main purpoſe of 
the preceding diſcourſe ; in which it was 
clearly ſhewn from hiſtorical teſtimony, 
that the .queſtion concerning Antichriſt 
had its riſe in the earlieſt times ; that the 
prophecies concerning Antichriſt, though 
imperfectly enough underſtood, and, it 
may. be, paſſionately applied, had yet been 
conſidered, very generally, as referring to 
ſome. corrupt Chriſtian and even eccleſiaſti- 


cal perion of Poe; and that many emi- 
nent 


Dofrine of AnTicuridr. 48 
nent members of the Chriſtian church had 
even applied thofe prophecies to the ſame 
perſon or power, to which Proteſtants now 
apply them, and for the ſame end, which 
Proteſtants have in view, when they apply 
them to ſuch perſon or power, for many 
ſucceſſive centuries, before the Reformation 
began. From all which it is undeniable, 


that the Reformers did not innovate in the 


interpretation of the prophecies concerning 
Antichriſt; and that their application of 
them to the ſee of Rome, was not a con- 


trivance, which ſprung out of the paſſionate 
_ reſentments, or intereſted policies of that 


time. | 3 | 
It is true indeed (for the truth ſhould 
not, and needs not be concealed) that the 
Reformers were forward enough to lay 
hold on this received ſenſe of the prophe- 
cies, and to make their utmoſt advantage 
of it; the account of which matter is, 
briefly, this: The Chriſtian church had 
now for many ages been held together iy 
a cloſe dependence on the chair of Sf. 
5 Peter; 


85 4 Pete againf the 


Peter; and to ſecure and perpetuate that 
dependence, was the principal object and 
concern of the papal court. Various means 
were employed for this purpoſe: but the 
moſt effectual was thought to be, to in- 
culcate in the ſtrongeſt terms on the minds 
of Chriſtians the abſolute neceſſity of com- 


Bi | municating with the Biſhop of Rome, as 
wy the centre of unity, and, by divine ap- 
wy. pointment, the ſupreme viſible head of the 
Wy - Chriſtian world. Hence, to renounce in 


any degree the authority and juriſdiction 
of Rome, was deemed the moſt inexpiable 
of all ſins. The name of Scars was 
faſtened upon it; a name, which was 
ſounded higher than that of Hereſy itſelf, 
as implying in it the accumulated guilt 
of Apoſtacy, and Infidelity, The way of 
heaven was ſhut againſt all offenders of this 
| fort; and, to make their condition as 
miſerable, as it was hopeleſs, all the en- 
gines of perſecution, ſuch as racks, fires, 
gibbets, inquiſitions, and even Cruſades, 
had been t e againſt them: as was 
ſeen 


DeFrines' of Ax richkisr. r, 


ſeen in the caſe of the Albigenſes and 
others, who, at different times, had at- 
tempted to withdraw them ſelves from! the 
papal dominion.  _ 
Such was the ſtate of 3 4 che 
bold ſpirit of Luther reſolved, at all 
adventures, to break through this inve- 
terate ſervitude a], ſo dextrouſiy impoſed 
on the Chriſtian world, under the pre- 
tence, and in the name, of eceleſiaſtical 
union. Let the peril of the attempt was 
eaſily foreſeen, or was preſently felt. And, 
therefore, the Reformers (to prevent the 
ill effects which the dreadful name of 
Schiſm might have on themſelves and their 
_ cauſe, and to ſatisfy at once their own. 
conſciences and thoſe of their adherents) 
not only revived and enforced the old 
charge of Antichriſtianiſm againſt the church 
of Rome; but further inſiſted (on the au- 
J an of thoſe * which juſtified 


la] Rompons leurs liens, dit il, et rejettons leur 
joug de defſus nos totes, Baſſten H. V. l. i. e. 26. 
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the charge) that Chriſtians were bound ih 


- conſcience, by the moſt expreſs command, 
to break all communion with her. The 


expedient, one ſees, was well calculated 
to ſerve the purpoſe itt hand: but till the 
command was truly and pertinently alledg- 


ed; for it exiſts in ſo many words (ho-w- 
ever the blindneſs or the bigotry of former - 


times had overlooked it) in the book of the 
Revelations[b]. So that whoever admitted 
the charge itſelf to be well founded, could 
not reject this conſequence of it, That Chriſt 
and Antichriſt had no fellowſhip with each 
other. And on this popular ground, chief- 


ly, the Proteſtant cauſe, in thoſe early 


times, was upheld; with no fmall advantage 
to the patrons of it; it being now clear, 


that the invidious imputation of Schiſm 
had loft its malignity in the general obli- 
gation, which lay upon Chriſtians, to re- 
- nounce all communion with the church of 
Rome. 


[5] Come ont of ber, my people, that ye be not partaters 


of her fins, and that ye receive not of her plagues, Rev, 
XVill. 4. 


This 
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This being the true account of that zeal, 
with which the doctrine of Antichriſt was 


aſſerted in the days of Reformation, let 


us ſee how the caſe ſtands at preſent; 
and whether any reaſonable prejudice lies 
againſt the doctrine itſelf, from the uſes, 
that were then ſo happily made of it. 

In the firſt place, The injunction, 7o 
come out of ber, was, as I obferved, not 
forged by the Reformers; nor (admitting 


that church to be Antichriſtian) was it | 


miſrepreſented by them. Every reader of 
the prophecies muſt confeſs, that the com- 
mand is clearly delivered, and that the ſenſe 
of it is not miſtaken, How ſerviceable 
ſoever, therefore, this topic was to the 
cauſe - of reformation, it is not, on that ac- 
count, to be the leſs eſteemed 5 the juſt 
and candid inquirer. 


In the next place, I will Sl admit, 


that the dread, in which moſt men, if not 
all men [e], of that time, were held, of in- 
(e] II Luther] condamnoit les Bohemiens qui etoĩ- 


ent ſeparez de notre communion, et proteſtoit qu'il ne 
lui arriveroit jamais de tomber dans n {emblable Schiſme. 


Vo L. II. | E. curring 
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curring the imputation of Schiſm, was 
much greater, than the occaſion required, 


and, upon the whole, a ſort of panic terror. 


For, though a cauleleſs ſeparation from 
the church would indeed have loaded the 
Reformers with much and real guilt, yet 
when the abuſes of it had riſen to that 
height as to reduce an honeſt man to the 
alternative, either of commitring ſin, or 
of leaving its communion, they might 
well have juſtified themſelves on the evi- 
dent neceſſity of the thing, and had no need 


of a poſitive command to authorize their 


ſeparation. All this is, now, Clearly ſeen; 
and if the firſt Reformers did not ſee thus 


Boſſuet, Hift. des Variar. l. i. p. 27. Par. 1740. And 


again, p. 28; Apres, dit-il Luther,] que j'eus ſur- 


monte tous les argumens qu'on propoſoit, il en reſtoir 


un dernier qu'à peine je pus ſurmonter par le ſecours de 
Jeſus Chriſt avec une extreme difficult et beaucoup 
d'angoiſſe; ce gil falloit tcouter I Egęl. . One ſees 
for what purpoſe M. Boſſuet quotes theſe paſſages, and 
others of the ſame kind, from the writings of Luther. 
However, they ſhew very elearly how deep an impreſſion 
the ideaof Schiſm had made on the mind even of this 


N intrepid Reformer. 


* 


much 
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much (as very probably they did not) all 
that follows, is, That the doctrine of Anti- 
chriſt, from which that command derived 
its effect, was leſs neceſſary to their cauſe, 
than they ſuppoſed it to be; not, that the 
doctrine itfelf is without authority, or * 

command without obligation. 
Laſtly, I obſerve, that, though the vio- 
lences of the time might force the Re- 
formers to take ſhelter in this doctrine of 
Antichriſt, and though the prejudices of the 
time might induce them to take the ad- 
vantage, they did, of it; yet, neither of 
theſe conſiderations affords any juſt pre- 
ſumption againſt the doctrine, as it lies in 
ſcripture, and is enforced by us at this time 
out of it; becauſe we argue, not from their 
authority, but from the-prophecies them- 
ſelves; which are much better underſtood 
by us; than they were by them; and are 
ſtill maintained to ſpeak the ſenſe, which 
they put upon them, I mean with reſpect 
to the general application of them to 
the church of Rome, though we have no- 
* 2 thing 
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thing to apprehend either from the power 
of that church, or from the POR of 
| the people. 
Let no man, therefore, raſhly conclude,” 
from the free uſe made of this doctrine by 
our old Reformers (and there is ſcarce one 
of them that has not left behind him a 
tract or difcourſe on Antichriſt) that it hath 
no better or other foundation, than in their 
intereſts or paſſions. A reaſonable man 
ſees, that it has no dependance at all upon 
3558585 That Luther, indeed, heated in 
the controverſy with the church of Rome, 
and ſmoaking, as I may fay, from the re. 
| cent blaſt of the papal thunders, ſhould 
cry out, ANTICHRIST [4], ſhall paſs, if you 
E for a fally of rage and deſperation [e]. 
But that we, at this day, who revolve the 
prophecies at our eaſe, and are in little 
more dread of modern Rome, than of 


* 
3 
3 


< £4 
3s FS; 
« 2h; 
(44; 
? N 
17 4 
: 1 
= 
- 1 
} 
335 « 
T : 1 
I 
iy „ 
It i 
= 
f b 
; - Ks 
0 ! | 
[2 
bY \ #1 
8 1 
7 
1 
1 
1 
it] * 
f 
TY > 
1 
1 * 
N 
| | 
I 
- 2 
FS} ©. 
IS 2 1 
N | j 
F3 
77 
14 
. 
1 
1 
| 
3: [1 
» 7 i; , 
14 
$1. 34 
| BE «5 
1 Te 
HF 
\ H 
: 
4 1 
1 
5 1 
T . vt 
* 4 . 
5 
11 
4 
; : 
„ 
1 * 
j Ma 
i 5 
1 '8. 
1 
i "$1 
Wt 
IN i $37 
485 | Bs 
q \ 1 
"1 Ly 
K we | 
64 
FE $8 
\ 1 
| +4. 
» 4 © \ i 
; : 
| 8 
7 
8 
c xs 
: 11 
r 
bY i 
5 4 
* ” 
\ : 
i - 
" > 
8 
; 2 
* 
+: Kg 
- 4 
* ＋ 4 N 
1 14 
1 
* 
2 1 . 7 
Pl R 5 
£45 © 
HF j 
3 1 
+ 
: 4 
] | 7 
* 40 
Xt x 
4 tl 
47 . 
; 1. 
3 p 
| 
1 
we 
/ 
- 


[4] Contra Bullam Antichrifi — a tract of Luther, ſo 
called, againſt the Bull of Leo X. 

[e] Luther reconnoit apres la rupture ouverte, que 
dans les commencemens il Etoit comme au defeſpoir— 
. HV. > » | 
: antient 
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antient Babylon, ſhould ſtill find the re- 
| ſemblance ſo ftriking as to fall upon the 
ſame idea; and ſhould . even be driven 
againſt the ſtrong bias of prejudice (which 
with us, in England, for above a century 
paſt, has drawn the other way) to adopt 
the language of our great Reformer; this, 
I fay, is a conſideration of another fort, and 
will not be put off fo ſlightly. 

_ ST1LL, there are other prejudices, which 

oppoſe themſelves to this great Proteſtant 
principle, That the Pope is Antichrift : and 
theſe, it will not be beſide the purpoſe of 
this Lecture to conlider. It may, then, be 
ſaid, 


II. © That, although there be not the 
ſame evident neceſſity for bringing this 
odious charge againſt the Papacy, as there 
was formerly in the infancy of Reformation, 
yet obvious reaſons are not wanting, which 
may poſſibly induce the Proteſtant churches 
of our times to repeat and inforce it. So 
long as the ſeparation is kept up, the parti- 

E 3 zans 
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zans of the cauſe will not ſcruple to lay 
hold on every popular topic, by which it 
may be promoted. But an l name, is the 
readieſt of all expedients, and generally the 
moſt effectual, for this ſervice. And as 
Heretic is the term in uſe, when the 
church of Rome would diſcredit the Re- 
formation; ſo, Antichriſt ſerves juſt as 
[| well, in the mouth of a Proteſtant, to diſ- 
TA grace the Catholic party. Hence, the 
N people are gratified in a low ſpite againſt 
the perſon of the Pope; the better ſort are 
confirmed in their religious or politic aver- 
ſion to the church of Rome; and Princes 
themſelves are invited to come in aid of 
the prophecies, by turning their arms and 
councils againſt a godleſs antichriſtian 
. tyranny: and all this, to the ruin of 
public peace, and in defiance of Chriſtian 
charity.” | 
When men declaim, inſtead of argu- 
ing, or, what is worſe, when they argue 
from their ſuſpicions only, it may not 
be eaſy to give them an anſwer to their 


ſatiſ- 
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Cetisfadon. Otherwiſe, one might re- 
ly, 

N Firſt, That the queſtion is not, what 
uſe has been, or may be, made of this 
doctrine concerning Antichriſt; but whe- 
ther there be reaſon to believe that ſuch 
doctrine is really contained in facred 
ſcripture, If there be, it will become us 
to treat it with reſpect, how much ſoever 
it may have been heres emu or per- 
verted. 

In the wex? Place, one might obſerve that 
no man, who underſtood the ſtate of this 
controverſy, ever applied the prophecies 
concerning Antichriſt to the perſon of the 
Pope, but in general to the hare of Rome, 
or rather to the Antichriſtian ſpirit, by 
which it is governed; or, if to the Pope, to 

him only as repreſenting that ſociety, of 
which he is the head: and fo far only, as 
he acted in the ſpirit of it, And there is 
nothing ſtrange or unuſual in this uſe of 
the term. When Hobbes wrote his famous 
book, called LEVIATHAN (a word, now 
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at leaſt, of almoſt as ill ſound, as Anti- 
chriſt itſelf ) no man . that he 
meant to apply this character, excluſively, 
to the perſon of any prince, then living; 


but, in general, to civil government, ac- 


cording to the ideas he had formed of it. 
And this way of ſpeaking, as I have before 
obſerved, is eſpecially familiar to the ſacred 
writers. Many of the Popes are faid to. 
have been, and, for any thing I know, 
may have been, Saints, in their private mo- 
rals: ſo that when we apply the term, 
Antichriſt, to them, we do not mean to. 


| ſtigmatize their perſous, but merely to ex- 
preſs the ſenſe which the prophecies lead 


us to entertain of the communion, over 
which they preſide ; though they may not_ 
exemplify in their own conduct, or not 
in any remarkable degree, the avowed prin- 
ciples of that communion. 

Conceive, therefore, with more reſpect 
of Proteſtant divines, when. they explain 
and vindicate the prophecies concerning 


Antichriſt, than to ſuppoſe, that * in- 
ulge 
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dulg e in themſelves, or would encourage 
in * a low ſpite againſt the e of the 

Roman Pontif. 
Thirdly, It is to be Es that, 
although this prophetic language may tend 
to confirm Proteſtants in à religious, or, if 
you will, politic aver/ion to the church of 
Rome ; yet it is not cherefore to be forborn, 
if the ſcriptures do, indeed, authorize the 
uſe of it; nor is there any hurt done, if 
the principles of that church be not miſ- 
repreſented; for then, ſuch averſion be- 
comes the wiſdom and the duty of all 
Chriſtians. Beſides, this averſion proceeds 
no farther in well- informed Proteſtants, 
than to keep them at diſtance from the 
Romiſh communion, and to admoniſh 
others of their obligation to forſake it, 
"And, if the members, above all, if the 
rulers, of that communion would reſtrain 
their zeal within the ſame bounds (though 
they would not, we ſay, be equally juſti- 
fied in this zenl) neither public peace, nor 
Chriſtian Fharity, would ſuffer by it. | 
Tah. 


e . . — 
— — 
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Taſth, it ſhould be remembered, That, 
when the prophecies foretel the downfal 
. of Antichriſt, and even go ſo far as to point 
dut to us the princes of that communion, 
as the deſtined inſtruments of ſuch cataſ- 
trophe; yet neither is hereby any duty im- 
poſed on thoſe princes to make war upon 
che Pope, nor any encouragement given to 
Proteſtants themſelves to concur in any 
ſuch meaſures. For the prophets ſimply 
predict an event; and do not deliver in 
their prediction, or propoſe to deliver, 
rules for our conduèt. Our Saviour him- 
elf, ſpeaking by the ſpirit, and in the 
language of prophecy, ſaid -I come not to 
fend peace on earth, but a fword, But will 
any man ſuppoſe that this prediction juſti- 
fles, or was meant in any degree to juſtify,, 
that ſtate of things, which it deſcribes, and 
which the author of it foreſaw would 
too certainly come to paſs ? Nor think, that 
the event predicted, I mean, the fall of 
Antichriſt, will not take place, unleſs our 


Invectives, or hoſtile attempts, make way 
for 
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5 for it. If the prediction be divine, there is 

Ons, who will ſee that it be accompliſhed. 
Princes and States may have nothing leſs 
in view than to fulfil the prophecies of ſa- 
cred Scripture : : yet, when the appointed 
time is come, they will certainly fulfil 

them, though they never thought of coming 
in aid of the prophecies — though we ſhould 
not encourage them in any ſuch preſumptu- 
ous defign—nay, though we ſhould do our 
utmoſt, as it is our duty to do, to reſtrain 
vindictive and ill-adviſed men from turning 
their arms even againſt Antichriſt himſelf, 
for the ſake of religion. 

This topic, I know, is much laboured 
by the advocates of the papal cauſe, in 
order to throw diſgrace on Proteſtant 
writers, whom they conſider as ſo many 
incendiaries, wickedly attempting to ſpread, 
2 flames of war through Chriſtian ſocie- 

There might by a time when, in the 
oak of ſome 'few men, tranſported by 
paſſion, becauſe outrageouſly oppreſſed, 
there was, Preys ſome colour for this 

charge. 


. 1 


Shew me the queſtion in religion, or even 
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charge. But to. perſiſt in it, as they. tilt: 
do, only ſhews that they neither conceive 
with due reverence of divine prophecy, 
nor do juſtice to that ſpirit of toleration 
by which the Proteſtant churches, at leaſt. 
of dur days, are ſo eminently diſtin- 
ne 


III. A 2hird prejudice, which operates 
in the minds of many perſons againſt the 
principle under conſideration, ariſes from 
the diſagreeing opinions of learned men 
concerning the ſenſe and application of the 
prophecies 3 while not only the papal Di- 
vines, but many writers of note even 


among ourſelves, have ſtrenuouſly main- 
rained that the church of Rome is no way 


concerned in the predictions ein 
Antichriſt.“ 

To obviate this prejudice, I obſerve, 
1. That arguments from authority, in 
all caſes where reaſon and good ſenſe muſt 
finally decide, are very little to be regarded. 
in 


* 


Sy 
in common morals, about which learned 
men have not diſagreed; nay, ſhew me a 
fingle text of ſcripture, though ever fo 
plain and preciſe, which the perverſeneſs 
or ingenuity of interpreters has not drawn 
into different, and often contrary meanings. 
What then ſhall we conclude ? Thas there 
is no truth in religion, no certainty in 
morals, no authority in ſacred ſcripture ? 
If ſuch concluſions, as theſe, be carried 
to their utmoſt length, in what elſe can 
they terminate, but abſolute univerial ſcepti- 
ciſm ? 

2. I obſerve that this authority, after 
all, whatever weight we may, in the ge- 
neral, ſuppoſe it to have, is, in the preſent 
caſe, no great matter; for it is, in effect, 
but the authority of ons man, whoſe 
eminent worth, however, and luſtre of 
reputation, made it current with ſome 
others. | 

The character of Huco GRroTrvs is 
well known. He is juſtly eſteemed among 


| the ableſt and moſt learned men of an age, 
that 
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that abounded in ability and learning. Ba. 
ſides his other ſhining talents, his ac- 
quaintance with hiſtory was extenſive; and 
his knowledge of ſcripture, profound. And 
yet, with two ſuch requiſites for unlocking 
the true ſenſe of the prophetic writings, this 
excellent man undertook to prove in form, 


i 


| That the Pope was not Antichriſt. 


The account of this miſchance; is as 
extraordinary, as the miſchance itſelf. The 
moral qualities of Grotius were ſtill more 
admirable, than his intellectual: and in 
theſe qualities, we ſhall find the true ſpring 
of his unhappy and 3 pains on the 
ſubject before us. 

He was in his own nature juſt; candid; 
{ benevolent, to a ſupreme degree ; and the 


| experience of an active turbulent life had 


but fortified him the more in a love of theſe 
pacific virtues. He was, on principle, a 
ſincere and zealous Chriſtian; and conſe- 
quently impreſſed with a due ſenſe of that 


exalted charity, which is the characteriſtic 
4 that religion: but he had ſeen and felt 
much 
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much of the miſchiefs, which proceed, 
from theological quarrels: and thus every} 
thing concurred to make him a friend to 


peace, and, above all, to peace _— 


Chriſtians, 
An union of the Catholic and Proteſtar 
churches ſeemed neceſſary to this wy | 
and the apparent candour, whether real on 
affected, of ſome learned perſons, whom 
he had long known and valued in t 
church of Rome, drew him into the be. | 
lief, that fuch a project was not impracti- 
cable. Henceforth, it became the ruling 
object of his life; and, permitting himſelf 
too eaſily to conclude, that the Proteſtant 
doctrine of Antichriſt was the ſole, 
principal obſtruction to the union deſired, 
he bent all the efforts of his wit and learn 
ing to diſcredit and overthrow chat. doc 
trine. | 
Thus, was this virtuous man betrayal 
by the wiſdom and equity of his own cha- 
racter; and I know not if the obſervation 
of tae moral poet can be fo juſtly applied 
0 any other —— 
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Inſanĩ fapiens nomen ferat, æquus iniqui, 
Ultra quam ſatis eſt, virtutem fi petat ipſam U | 


The iflue of his general ſcheme was 
what might eaſily be foreſeen: and of his 
arguments, I ſhall only ſay thus much, That 


the Romiſh writers themſelves, for whoſe 


uſe they might ſeem to be invented, though 
they continue to object his name to us, 
are too wiſe to venture the ſtreſs of their 
cauſe upon them. 

To conclude this head of authority, let 


me juſt obſerve, 


3. In the laſt place, that, if any a 


be due to it, the advantage will clearly be 


on our ſide. For, though the name of 
Grotius made an impreſſion on ſome Pro- 
teſtant interpreters of ſcripture, not incon- 
fiderable for their parts and learning, yet, 
when the grounds of his opinion came to 
be examined, the moſt and the ableſt of 
them have generally declared againſt him : 
and among theſe, let it be no offence to 


{F] Hor. 1 Ep. vi. I5. | 
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the manes of this great le! man, if we par- 
ticularly, mention Two, and prefer even 
to his authority that of Newton and Clarke; 
the one, the ableſt philoſop her, and the 
other, the cooleſt and moſt rational divine, 
that wy age has produced. 

1v. on Another, and fourth S may 
haye been entertained on this ſubje& from 
obſerving, that many cutious perſons, who 
have employed themſeves much and long 
in the ſtudy of the prophecies, eſpecially 
of thoſe concerning ; Antichriſt; have been 
led (on their authority, | as they pretend) 
4 ro fix the time and other circumſtances of 
great eyents, which yet have not fallen out 
; agreeable to their expectations. Whence 

it is inferted, that no ſolid information can 


2] . ue than 2 be was a faſhion- 


> ice in their r, 15 the re op, of 
ers Sermon, Ou ** riſe Aer: | 
Vor. II. * 0 


1 
. 
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be derived from the prophecies, a0 that 
all our reaſonings upon them are ho better 


than fancy and conjecture, 


9.- 


Now, though the indifcretion of ae 


curious perſons, who would needs Prophecy 


when their buſineſs was only to inter- 
pret [4], be injurious enough to their own 


character, I do not ſee' How it affects that 
of the prophets ; ; unleſs whatever may be 
abuſed (as every thing may) be anfwerable 
for the abuſes made of it. But co reply 
more directly to this charge. 


The ill ſucceſs of men in erplaining 


. prophecies of events, not yet come to paſs, 
can in no degree diſcredit thoſe propheties, 


0 w 


unleſs it be efſential | to. this Tort” of 'revela- 


tion to be ſo clearly propoſed,” as that it 


may and muſt be perfectly underſtood, be- 
fore thoſe events happen; the contrary of 
Which T have already deu, in «preceding 


5 FOOLS 12 
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25 et tel times and ttüngs by this prophecy, as if God 


& deſigned to make them Friphets.” Nr I. 1 


Dofirine of Arien IST. 5 7 


diſcourſe. The very i idea & prophecy is 
that of a U 20. ſhining in 4 dark place: and 
A place 10 1 not dark, if we have light enough 
45, diſcern diſtingly and' fully every remote 
corner of it. But the thing ſpeaks itſelf. 
Fol or to What end is the prediction delivered 
in 1 obſcure and enigmatic terms, if the pur- 
Prediction ſhould be immediately, and 
all "its circumſtances, preciſely” appre- 
bende Why, then, is any diſtinction 
made between Prophecy, and Hiſtory? 
The mode of writing clearly demonſtrates, 

kat ſomething, for a time at leaſt, was 

_meant to be concealed from us: and then, 


"109 


f men Will! attempt, out of ſeaſon, to pene - 


trate this myſtery, what wonder if mile 
be the fruit of their preſumption ? * © ? 

Again: the declared end of prophecy 3 is, 

not that we 45 be enabled by it to fore- 

| E chings before they come to paſs, but 

"-when they come to paſs, that we may 

acknowledge the divine author of the Pro- 


2 BA 


11 * the prophecies of the Old 
F 2 | be 


= oft the inſpirer was that the ſubject of 
he 
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Phecy Lil. What diſhonour, then, can it 
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de underſtood: before the laſt age of the world; and 
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be to the prophet, chat he is not perfectly 


underſtood, till we be expected to make 


uſe of his information? Nay, in the caſe 
before us, it would diſhenour him, if he 


was. For, of the prophecies concerning 


Antichriſt we are expreſsly told, that they 
are ſhut up and ſealed, till the time of the © 


end; that is, till Time brings the key 


along with him. So that, if men could 
open them, by their own wit. and. ſagacity 


only, they would give the lye to the pro- 
phet. And thus we ſee, that the very 


miſtakes of interpreters attempting pre- 


maturely to unfold the ſealed prophecies 


concerning Antichriſt, far from ſubvert- 
ing, ſup por the credit of aſs e 


cies * 


. Teſtament, not to gratify 1 men's curioſiti ties by ena- 
. bling them to foreknow things; but that, after they 
were fulfilled, they might be interpreted by the 


„ event; anck his on providence, not the intepreter's, 


de then manifeſted thereby to the world.“ Sir I. 


Newton, 85 51. i 
1 * Tis a part of this prophecy, that it ſnould not 


But 


Doctrine of ANTICHRIST. On 6g 


But I have ſomething more to ſay on 
this ſubject. Though we cannot ſee every 
thing in the prophecies, which we are 


impatient to ſee, it is not to be ſuppoſed 


that we can ſee nothing i in them. If this 


were the caſe, we ſhould ſcarce regard them 


as prophecies at all; at leaſt, we ſhould. 
hardly be prevailed upon to read and con- 
ſider them. For, it is on the ſuppoſition 


that ſome light is communicated to us, that 


we are difpoſed, as well as required, to take 


heed to it, In ſhort, if we faw nothing, 
we ſhould expect nothing: ſuch pro- 
phecies would not engage our curioſity, 
or ſo much as take our attention. In one 
word, they would be utterly loſt upon us. 

This ſeems to have been, in ſome mea- 


: 


ſure, the caſe with regard to this very 


book of the Revelations, The early 


Chriſtians ſaw ſo little in this prophecy, 
that they were led by degrees to negle& 


the ſtudy of it. Otherwiſe, the little 


& therefore it makes for the credit of the prophecy, 
« that it 1s not yet underſtood. ” 180 7, Id P. 251. 
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they did ſee, might have given them” CY 
glimpſe, at leaſt, of many thiogs, that 
intimately concerned both their faith and 
conduct. { 
It being then neceſſary, as 1 By that 
prophecy . ſhould, from the firlt, convey 
ſome light to us, and time having now 
very much increaſed that light, it fol- 
lows, that men may excuſeably employ 
themſelves in ſtudying and contemplat- 
ing even ynfulfilled | Prophecies, . Wy hey 
may conjecture modeſtly of points which 
time has not yet revealed; but they ſhould, 
in no caſe, pronounce confidently, or de- 
cide dogmatically upon them. n 
It ſeems therefore to be going too far, 
to paſs an indiſcriminate cenſure on a 
thoſe, who have propoſed their thoughts | 
an the ſenſe of prophecies, not yet com- 
pleted, though it be ever ſo clear that 
a wrong, conſtruction has been made of 
them. Nay, it is worth conſidering whe- 
ther they may, not even have conjectured 
right, when they haye been __ to 
8 miſtake 
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miſtake. the moſt widely. I tay this, 
chiefly, with regard to the time, which 
ſome writers have beforehand aſſigned for 
the accompliſhment of certain prophecies, 
and that, on principles Aer con- 
tained in thoſe prophecies; but fo unhap- 
pily, as to draw much ſcarn and ridicule 
upon themſelves. 
I explain myſelf by a Fou inſtance. 
Nothing has been more cenſured 1 in Pro- 
teſtant diviges, than their temerity in fix- 
ing the 7; lt of Antichrift ; though there are 
: certain data in the prophecies, from which 
very probable concluſions on that ſubject 
may be drawn. Experience, it is ſaid; 
contradicts their calculation. But it 
not conſidered, that the fall of Antichriſt, 
not @ ſingle event, to happen all at once; 
A t a fate of things, to continue through a 
ws tract x time, and to be 1 


1 


_— 


Mlappoineeds.. Ne 
3 1 
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11 is viſible, I ſuppoſe, that « the papal 


power (if we agree to call that, Antichrift) 
is now on the decline ; ; whenſoe ver that 
declenſion began, or how long ſoever it 


may be, before it will be finiſhed.” And 


therefore interpreters may have aimed 


. 
8 f 
; 


perhaps to themſelves, to be miſtaken. 
Suppoſe, the ruin of the Weſtern Em- 


pire had been the ſubje& of a predic- 


tion, and ſome had collected, beforehand, 
from the - terms of the prophecy, that 


"0; would happen at a particular 'time's 


when yet nothing more, in fact, came 


to paſs, than the firſt irruption of the bars 


barous nations. Would it be certain that 
this collection was groundleſs and ill 
made, becauſe the empire ſubſiſted in 
a good degree of vigour for ſome centu- 
Ties after ? Might” it not be ſaid, that 


the empire as 5 falling U from that æra, 


[1 St. Jerom, FP lived in this time, ſpeaks in the 
yu terms, here WRITER Romanus orbis RV1T, Ep. iii. 


237 


3 


right, though they ſeemed to others, and 


25 - 0 Er p = r 


perhaps ee a in the event, it 

bp not, till its ſovereignty was ſhaken by 
the rude hands of Attila, or rather, till it 
was laid flat by the well; dane fen 4 
Theodoric? - _ 7 
But we have an ibis. in x plats re- 
corded: in ſacred ſcripture, It had been 
22 from the old prophecies [], that, 
in the laſt times (that is, when the Meſſiah 
was come), 4 new earth and new. heavens 
ſhould be created. The ſtyle is ſymbolical ; 
but the meaning is, and was ſo underſtood 
to be, that a new Law ſhould be given o 
mankind and prevail over the whole world. 
This Law was accordingly promulged and 
began to prevail in the days of the Apoſtles. 
Yet there were ſome who ſaid, Mere is the 
promiſe of bis coming? for, fince the fathers 
fell aſleep, all things continue as they were 
From the creation of the world, It was taken 
for granted, we fee, that this great and 
glorious work, equivalent to the produc- 
tion of a new world, would take place 


9 Ifai, brv, 17.—2 Pet. itt, 4. 13. 
ſuddenly 
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ſuddenly and at once; which not being-the- 
caſe, it ſeemed to follow, that the prophe-: 
cies were falſe, or at leaſt ill underſtood: 
when yet, ſurely, they were then wer 
under the eyes of theſe ſcolfers. i Me; 

It. will, be conſidered; how far ne 
hints may go towards reſeuing ſome re- 
ſpectable interpreters (for I ſpeak only of 
ſuch) from that contempt, which has fallen 
upon them, and, from them, on the pro- 
phecies themſelves, for ſome hazardous 
concluſions, or (if you will) predictions, 
formed and given out by them, concern: 
ing the reign and fall of Antichriſt, My 
meaning, however, is not to make myſelf 
reſponſible for theſe concluſions. They 
may not be rightly drawn from the pre» 
miſes, laid down; or the premiſes may be 
ſuch, that the preciſe date of theſe tranſ- 
actions cannot be determined from them, 

at leaſt, not, till the ſcene of prophecy. be 
cloſed, or, in the prophetic language, til! 
the myſtery of God W a9 a In the 


iNet. 7. 


mean 


. 
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mean time, it is not clear and undeniable 

that there is no ground at all for ſuch 
conjectures: or, if it were, it would only 
follow that they, who made them, had 
been raſh and indiſcreet in commenting too 
minutely and confidentiy on prophecies 
unfulfilled; and it world be weak, as we 
have ſeen, to contract a prejudice againſt 
the ſubject itſelf from the miſtakes of ſuch 
commentators, 


V. After all, the main and maſter pre- 

judice, I doubt, is, that levity of mind 

which diſpoſes too many to take their 
notions on this, and other ſubjects of mo- 
ment, from certain polite and popular, it 
may be, but frivolous and libertine writers: 
men, who have no religion, or not enough 
to venerate the prophetic ſcriptures; who 
have no knowledge, or certainly not enough ' 
to underſtand them. 

But with ſuch cavillers, as theſe, I have 
no concern; this Lecture, and the ſubject 
of it, * addreſſed to men of another 

| character, 
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character, to fair, candid, ſober, and en- 
lightened inquirers, only: For ſo the in- 
ſpired perſon, who firſt announced theſe 
wonders concerning Antichriſt, to man- 
kind, expreſsly declares, or rather prophe- 
ſies None of the wicked ſhall OY: 75 
but TH E WISE Hall underſtand [9] 


0] Daniel xii. A Fs . 
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3 EE. 1 © 7 ; 
py Thy ſoy 9 me, Doth be not g 
| CY "une" 1 


IN. recounting the various ered” 
which have diverted many perſons from 
giving a due attention to the prophecies 
1 Antichriſt, I may be thought 
to have overlooked ons of the moſt conſi- 
s derable which ariſeth from the peculiar 
ſtyle, in wwbich they are delivered. But this 
being a fubject of larger compaſs; and nicer 
inquiry, than the reſt, (in which, too, the 
n of all the 8 N as 
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cerned) I have purpoſely reſerved it for a 
diſtinct and ſeparate examination. 


WrrenouT-Dovar, a plain man, brought 
up in our cuſtoms and notions, and unac- 
quainted with theological ſtudies, when he 
frſt turns himſelf. to the contemplation of 
the Jewiſh and Chriſtian prophecies, will 
be ſurpriſed, perhaps diſguſted, to find, 
that he underſtands little; or nothing of 
them. His modeſty may incline him to 
think, that ſuch writings are too myſteri- 
ous for his comprehenſion : or, his lazine/5 

and preſumption may diſpoſe him to reject 
them, at once, as perfectly unintelligible z 
to conſider the language of them, as a 
: Jargon, to which no ideas are : annexed 3 
or, at leaſty as a kind of cypher, of { wild 
and fanatical a texture, that no clear and 
certain conſtruction can be made of it. 
Now, this prejudice, whichever. way. it 
points, will be:obyiared, f it can be ſhewn, 
1. That the prophetic ſtyle was of com- 


mon and approved uſe, in che times, when 
the 


$ 


de prophecies were e and among 
"the e Wann N enen 
by [> 3 is 5 
That dis te; be dak de s. 
al Mover: it may appear, is yet redntiHle to 
rule; that is, is contructed on ſueh prinei- 
les, as make it the ſubject of juſt criticiſm 
and reaſonable e eee * in 8 
n e to us, at this day. 5 
For a language is not fam is 
|  atithoriſed! by general Practice; nor cam it 
be deemed SHfnteligh bly; when it is _ 
Vie of havi ing its N aſveftained. 


p 1. The! probt OMe thee) pee 
moſt conveniently be given together, in a 


deduction of the cauſes, which produced 


the character of the prophetic fcyle. 

That character, I believe, is truly given 
by thoſe who affirm, That che ſtyle of che 
0 Prophets was Only -the poetical, atid highly 
/ figurative ſtyle of the Eaſtern” nations. 
But if you go father and aft, He it 


I 


ſo 


© are to paſs, that the oriental poetry was 


— — — — * 
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ſo much more figurative than' ours, it may 
not be enough to ſay, as many others have 
done, that this difference of character was 
owing to the influence of the ſun; and to 
the ſuperior heat and fervour, which it 
gave to an eaſtern imagination. For 1 
| know not whether there be reaſon to think, 
that the ſun | hath any ſuch effect on the 
b powers of the mind; or that the fancies 
of men are apter to catch, and blaze out 
in mitaphor, within a warm climate, tha 
a cold one: a figurative caſt of ſtyle being 
obſervable in the native poetry of all coun- 
tries; and that, ſo far as appears from 
hiſtory and hren, in a pretty equal 


e. 2802 0 
Beſides, if ths fact were 1 1 the 
anſwer would ſcarce be ſafficient. For; as 


- we ſhall preſently ſee, the ſymbolic lan- 
guage of Prophecy, is tog conſiſtent and 
= uniform, hath too much of art and method b 
in it, to be derived from the caſual flights 


and aer of the en, only, how 
Power. 
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powerfully ſoever you ſuppoſe it to have 
operated in the prophets. 

We then mult go much deeper for a true 
account of the emblematic and highly 
coloured expreſſion, which glares ſo ſtrong- 
ly in the prophetic ſcriptures : and we ſhall 
find it, partly, in the nature of the human 
mind; and, partly, in the genius, indeed, 
of the oriental nations, and eſpecially of the 
Jews, but as faſhioned, not by the influence 
of their climate, but by the n a Sher 
learning and inſtitution” 

I _ be as brief, as poſſible, ona ab- 
ject, which many learned writers [a] have 
largely and fully diſcuſſed; and, as the re- 
flexions, I have to offer to you upon it, are 
chiefly taken from them, I may the rather 
beſpeak your attention to what follows. 

1. Firſt, then, let it be obſerved, that 
the original language of all nations is ex- 
tremely imperfect. Their ſtock of words 
being ſmall, they explain themſelyes very” 

[a] Mede, More, Daubuz, bay; and, abore all, 
the learned Founder of this Lecture. 

Vol. II. G © muck 


=O 


— 


e The Propberie Style conſdered 


much by guns, or repreſentative actions: 
and their conceptions, in that early ſtate 
of ſociety, being groſs and rude, the few 
words, they have, are replete with mate- 
rial images, and ſo are what we call highly 
metaphorical; and this, not from choice 
or deſign, or even from any extraordinary 
warmth of fancy, but of neceſſity, and 
from the very nature of things. 
Such is the primitive character of all 
languages: and it continues long in all, 
becauſe the figurative manner is thought 
ornamental, when it is no longer neceſſary ; 
and becauſe the neceſſity of it is only, if 
at all, removed by long uſe and habit in 
abſtract ſpeculation: a degree of refine- 
ment, to which the orientals, and the Jews 
eſpecially, never attained. And therefore 
in their languages, very long 
A Manſerunt, hotlieque manent veſligia'ruris.. 
Thus far we may go in accounting for 
the figured ſtyle of the eaſt, from general 
Principles. But this is by no means the 
whole of the caſe. For 


2. We 


The Prophetic Style conſidered. 8 


2. We are to reflect, that, before an 
alphabet was invented, and what we call 
literary writing was formed into an art, 
men had no way to record their concep- 
tions, or to convey them to others at a diſ- 
tance, but by ſetting down the figures and 
ſhapes of ſuch things, as were the objects 
of their contemplation. Hence, the way 
of writing in picture, was as univerſal, and 
almoſt as early, as the way of ſpeaking in 
metaphor; and from the ſame reaſon, * 
neceſſity of the thing. 

In proceſs of time, and through many 
ſucceſſive improvements, this rude and 
ſimple mode of piure-writing was ſuc- 
ceeded by that of /ymbols, or was enlarged 
at leaſt, and enriched by it. By fymbols, 
I mean certain repreſentative marks, rather 
than expreſs pictures; or if pictures, ſuch 
as were at the ſame time characters, and, 
beſides preſenting to the eye the reſemblance 
of a particular object, ſuggeſted a general 
idea to the mind. As, when a born was 
2 to denote Arengib, an eye and ſcepter, 

| | & - majeſty, 


2 
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majeſty, and in numberleſs fuch inſtanees ; 
where the picture was not drawn to expreſs 
merely the thing itſelf, but ſomething elſe, 
which was, or was conceived to be, ana- 
logous to it. This more complex and in- 
genious form of picture. writing was much 


practiſed by the Egyptians, and is that 


which we know by the name of HIERO- 


GLYPHICS. 
Indeed, theſe Handen characters were 


kely, in a courle of ſucceſſive refinements, 


to paſs into characters by inſtitution : and 
have, in fact, undergone that change among 


the Chineſe : and it might be expected that 


both would be laid aſide by any people that 
thould come to be acquainted with the far 
more convenient and expeditious method 
of alphabetic writing. But the event, in 
ſome inſtances, hath been different. The 


Chineſe adhere to their characters, though 
from their late intercourſe with the Eu- 


ropean nations, one cannot but ſuppoſe, that 
the knowledge of letters has been convey- 


ed to them: and the Egyprians, through all. 


the 
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the extent of their long ſubſiſting and highe 
ly poliſhed empire, retained their Hierogly- 
phics, notwithſtanding their invention and 
uſe of an alphabet. 

Their inducement to this practice might 
be, the pleaſure they took in a mode of 
writing, which gratified their inventive 
curioſity in looking into the natures and 
analogies of things; or, it might be a 
ſtrain of policy in them to ſecrete by this 
means, their more important diſcoveries 
from the vylgar; or, vanity might put 
them on raiſing the value of their know- 
ledge by wrapping it up in a vehicle, ſo 
amuſing at the ſame time, and myſte- 
rious. 

What account ſoever be given of it, the 
fact is, that the Egyptians cultivated the 
hieroglyphic ſpecies of writing, with pecu- 
liar diligence; while the antiquity, the 
ſplendor, the fame of that mighty king- 
dom excited a veneration for it, in the reſt 
of the world, Hence it came to paſs, that 
the learning of thoſe times, which was 


6 3 | ſpread 
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ſpread from Egypt, as from its center, 
took a ſtrong tincture of the hieroglyphic 

ſpirit. The Eaſt was wholly infected by 
it; ſo that it became the pride of its wiſe 
men to try the reach: of each other's capa- 
city by queſtions conceived and propoſed 
in this form. Even the Greeks, in much 
later ages, caught the manner of ſymbo- 
lizing their conceptions from Egypt; and 
either drew their mythology from that 
quarter, or dreſſed it out in the old Egypti- 
an garb. But the Ifraclites, eſpecially, 
who had their breeding in that country, at 
the time when the hieroglyphic learning 
was at its height, carried this treaſure with 


them, among their other ſpoils, into the 
land of Canaan. And, though it be cre- _ 


dible that their great Law-giver interdicted 
the uſe of hieroglyphic characters, yet the 


ideas of them were deeply imprinted on 


their minds, and came out, on every oc- 


caſion, in thoſe ſymbols and emblems, 


with which, under the names 'of riddles, 
| parables, 
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parables, and dark ſayings, their writings 
are ſo curiouſly variegated and imboſſed. 

This then is the true and proper account 
of that peculiar ſtyle, which looks ſo 
| ſtrangely, and, to thoſe who do not ad- 
vert to this original of it, perhaps ſo fan- 
taſtically, in the writings of the prophets. 
And what more natural, than that a mode 
of expreſſion, which was ſo well known, 
ſo commonly practiſed, and ſo much re- 
vered; which was affected by the wittieſt, 
nay, by the wiſeſt men of thoſe times; 
which was employed in the theology of 
the eaſtern world, in its poetry, its philo- 
ſophy, and all the ſublimer forms of com- 
poſition; What wonder, I ſay, that this 
cuſtomary, this authorized, this admired 
ſtrain of language ſhould be that in which 
the ſacred writers conveyed their higheſt 
and moſt important revelations to man- 
kind? 

Nor let any man as offence ws con- 
deſcenſion of the divine Inſpirer, as though 
he degraded himſelf, by this compliance 

& 4 With 
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with the humours and fancies of thoſe to 
whom his inſpirations were addreſſed. For 


let him reflect, that in what form of words 


ſoever it ſhall pleaſe God to communicate 
himſelf to man, it muſt ſtill be in a way, 
that implies the utmoſt, indeed the ſame, 
condeſcenſion to our weakneſſes and in- 
firmities; nay, that immediate inſpiration 
itſelf, though coming through no medium 


of language, is of neceſſity to be accommo- 


dated to our methods of perceiving and 
underſtanding, how imperfect ſoever they 
are. | ; 

Beſides, if external revelation be poſſible, 
it muſt be given in ſome one mode of 
ſpeech or writing, in preference to others. 
And, if we conſider how antient, how 
general, how widely diffuſed, this ſymbo- 


lic ſtyle has been, and till is, in the world; 


how neceflary it is to rude nations, and 
how taking with the moſt refined ; how 
large a proportion of the globe this practice 
had over-run before and at the time of 
writing the prophecies, and what vaſt re- 

gions 


The Prophetic Style conſidered. 8 9 


gions of the South and Eaſt, not yet pro- 
feſſing the faith, but hereafter, as we pre- 
| ſame, to be enlightened by it, the ſame 
practice, at this day, overſpreads; when 

we conſider all this, we ſhall ceaſe perhaps 
to admire, that the ſtyle in queſtion was 
adopted, rather than any other; or we ſhall 
only admire the divine goodneſs and wiſdom 
of its author, who had contrived before- 
hand, in the very form of this revelation, 
what may poſſibly help to bring on and 
facilitate the reception of it. Certainly, it 
may become us, on ſuch an occaſion, to , 
inlarge our ideas a little; and not to con- 
clude haſtily and peremptorily that, when 
a general bleſſing was intended by pro- 
vidence, the mode of conveying it ſhould 
be inſtituted ſingly with an eye to our 
local notions and confined prejudices, 
and with no regard to the more prevail- 
ing ſentiments and a of man- 
kind! 

In the -mean time, it is paſt a doubt 


that the * ow” was predomi- 
nant 
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nant in the antient world; in Judza, par- 
ticularly, from the times of Moſes to the 
coming of Chriſt, There was indeed a 
degree of obſcurity in it, ſo far at leaft as 
to furniſh the Jews, who had no mind to 
liſten, to their Prophets, with a pretence of 
not underſtanding them; (as we ſee from 
the complaint brought againſt the prophet 
Ezekiel in the text, Doth be not ſpeak Pa- 
rables?) yet ſtill, it cannot be denied, That 
this mode of writing was of common and ap- 
proved uſe in the ages, when the prophecies 
were delivered, and among the people, to whom 
they were addreſſed. 

Our x1RsT propoſition is then reaſonably | 
made out; and ſo much of the szconD, as 
affirms that the prophetic ſtyle is conſtrued 
on ſuch principles as make it the ſubjeft of 
Juſt criticiſm and rational interpretation. For 
it was conſtructed, as we have ſeen, on the 
ſymbolic principles of the hieroglyphics; 
which were not vague uncertain things; 
but fixed and conſtant analogies, deter- 


minable in their own nature, . or from the 
ſteady 
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ſteady uſe that was made of them.” And 
a language, formed on ſuch principles, 
may be reaſonably interpreted upon them. 
So that what remains is only to ſhew, that 
there are means, by which this abſtruſe 
language may become intelligible tous, at 
this day. 


II. That there are ſuch means, you will 
eaſily collect, without requiring me to come 
to a detail on ſo immenſe a ſubject, from 
the following confiderations. _ 

1. Some light may be expected to ariſe 
from the ſtudy of the prophecies them- 
ſelves. For the ſame ſymbols, or figures, 
recur frequently in thoſe writings : and, 
by comparing. one paſſage with another; 
the darker prophecies with the more per- 
ſpicuous; the unfulfilled, with ſuch as 
have been completed; and thoſe which 
have their explanation annexed to them, 
with thoſe that have not; by this courſe 
of inquiry, I ſay, there is no doubt but 
ſome conſiderable progreſs may be made 
in 
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in fixing the true and proper meaning of 
this myſterious language. | 

2. Very much of the Egyptian bierogly- 
phics, on which, as we have ſeen, the 
prophetic ſtyle was faſhioned, may be 
learned from many antient records and 
monuments, ſtill ſubſiſting; and from in- 
numerable hints and paſſages, ſcattered 
through the Greek antiquaries and hiſto- 
rians, which have been carefully collected 
and compared by learned men. 

3. The Pagan ſuperſtitions of every 
form and ſpecies, which were either de- 
rived from Egypt, or conducted on hi- 
eroglyphic notions, have been of ſingular 
' uſe in commenting on the Jewiſh prophets. 
Their Omens, Augury, and Judicial Aſtro- 
logy ſeem to have proceeded on ſymbolic 
principles; the myſtery being only this, 
That ſuch objects, as in the hieroglyphic 
pictures, were made the ſymbols of cer- 
tain ideas, were conſidered as omens of the 
things themſelves. Thus, the figure of a 
borje, being the ymbol of proſperity and 

| ſucceſs 
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ſacceſs in arms, when a head of this ani- 
mal was found in- laying the foundations 
of Carthage, the Sooth-ſayers concluded, 
that the character of that ſtate would be 
warlike, and its fortune proſperous: or, 
thus again, becauſe the ſun was the com- 
mon emblem of a King, or ſupreme go- 
vernour in any. ſtate, an eclipſe of this lu- 
minary was thought to indicate the ruin, 
or diminution, at leaſt, of his power and 
fortune; and the ſuperſtition is not quite 
extinct at this day [&. 

But, of all the Pagan ſuperſtitions, chat 
which is known by the name of Oneirocri- 
tics, or the art of interpreting dreams, is 
moſt directly to our purpoſe. There is a 
curious treatiſe on this ſubject, which bears 
the name of Achmet, an Arabian writer ; 
and another by M an Epheſian, 


11 Hence, the alluſion of our great poet, 
- — or from behind the moon 8 
In dim eclipſe diſaſtrous twilight ſheds 
On half the nations, and with fear of change 
 Perplexes monarchs —P, L. i. 596, 
d-; ante who 
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who lived about the end of the firſt cen- 
tury [e]. In the former of theſe collections 
(for both works are compiled out of pre- 
ceding and very antient writers) the man- 
ner of interpreting dreams, according to the 
uſe of the oriental nations, is delivered; 
as the rules, which the Græcian diviners 
followed, are deduced in the other. For, 
light and frivolous as this art was, it is not 
to be ſuppoſed that it was taken up at 
hazard, or could be conducted without 
rule; an arbitrary or capricious interpreta- 
tion of dreams, conſidered as a mode of di- 
vination, being too groſs an inſult on the 
common ſenſe of mankind dJ. But the 
rules, by which both the Greek and Oriental 

diviners juſtified their interpretations, ap- 
pear to have been formed on ſymbolic 
principles, that is, on the very ſame ideas 


[c] See theſe two works, publiſhed together, under 
the title of Ariemidori Daldiani et Achmetis Sereimi F. 
Oneirocritica, by Nicolaus Rigaltius. Lutet. 1603. 

[4] Non enim credo, aullo percepto aut cæteros ar- 
tifices verſari in fuo munere, aut eos, qui divinatione 
utantur, futura prædicere. Cic. de Fate, c. 6. 8 
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of analogy, by which the Egyptian hierogly- 
phics (now grown venerable, and even 
ſacred) were explained. So that the pro- 
phetic ſtyle, which is all over painted with 


hieroglyphic imagery, receives an evident | 


illuſtration, from theſe two works. 

J have ſaid, that this ſuperſtition was 
more immediately to our purpoſe, than any 
other. For ſome of the more important 
prophecies are delivered in the way of 
dreams; and therefore, without doubt, the 
rules for interpreting the ſymbols-preſented 
to the mind of the prophet in theſe inſpired 
dreams, were the very ſame with thoſe 
that were laid down in the-Gentile Oneiro- 
critics. The concluſion, I know, may ap- 
pear bold and hazardous. But you will 
reflect that there is really nothing more 


ſtrange in applying this mode of interpre- 


tation to dreams, than to any other ſpecies 
of prophecy, to viſions, for inſtance, or 
parables, or even, in general, to any part 
of the prophetic ſtyle. The compliance, 


on the part of the inſpirer, is the ſame on 


every 
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every ſuppoſition; and only ſhews that, 
when the Deity thinks fit to reveal himſelf 
to men, he does it in a way that is ſuitable 
to their ideas and apprehenſions. Nor is 
any ſanction, in the mean time, given, by 
this accommodation of ' himſelf, to the pa- 
gan practice of divining by dreams. For, 
though the ſame ſymbols be interpreted in 
- the ſame manner, yet the Prophecy doth 
not depend on the interpretation, but the 
inſpiration of the dream. A caſual dream, 
thus interpreted, is only a dream ſtil}; 
the received ſenſe of the ſymbols, repre- 
{ſented in it, no way inferring the comple- 
tion of it. But when the Almighty ſends 
the dream, the ſymbols are of another con- 
ſideration, and not _ ſignify, but Pre- | 
dict, an event. | 
Now, if men will miſtcke a aueh figni- 
ficant emblem, for a prophetic inſpiration, the 
fault is in themſelves, and not in the uſe 
of the common emblems : which may be 
the vehicle of a true prophecy, though craft 
or ſuperſtition take occaſion from them 
| to 
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to divine lies [el. It follows, that the rules, 
which the antient diviners obſerved in 
explaining ſymbolic dreams, may be ſafe- 
ly and juſtly applied to the interpretation of 
ſymbolic prophecies, and eſpecially to ſuch 
of them as were delivered in the form of 
dreams. 

4. It is laſtly to be obſerved, that not 
only the Arabic and other oriental writers, 
but even the Greek and Latin poets may 
contribute very much to the expoſition of 
the ancient prophets. For theſe poets 
abound in ſtrong metaphors and glowing 
images, which were either copied from the 
ſymbolic language of the Eaſt, or invented 
on the ſame principles of analogy as pre- 
vailed in the Egyptian hieroglyphics. So 
that many expreſſions, which ſeem dark 
and ſtrange in the writings of the Jewiſh 
prophets, may be clearly illuſtrated and 
familiarized to us, even from cms * 
and example. : 


[e] Ezekiel xiii. g. | 
Vor. II. "ob And 
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And now from theſe ſeveral enter 5 
that is, from the ſcriptures themſelves from 
the | ſtill ſubſiſting monuments of Egyptian 
bieroglyphics — from the Gentile ceremonies 
and ſuperſtitions and from the greater works 
of genius and fancy, tranſmitted to us both 
from the Eaſtern and Weſtern poets—ſuch a 
vocabulary of the prophetic terms and 
ſymbols may be, nay hath been [ f}, drawn 
up, as ſerves to determine the ſenſe of 
them in the ſame manner, as any common 
art or language is explained by its own 
proper key, or dictionary; and there is, 
in truth, no more difficulty in fixing the 
import of the prophetic ſtyle, than of any 
other language or technical phraſeology 
whatſoever. 

III. But, if the cafe be fo Omg you ; 
may now be tempted to aſk, © What then 
becomes of the obſcurity, in which the 


a See Dr. Lancaſter's Sunbolical and Abbabeticat 
Dictionary, prefixed to his abridgment of the Com- 
OTF on the * by Mr. Daubuz. 


Prophe- 
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prophecies are ſaid to be involved; and in 
particular, how came it to paſs, that they 
may not be as well explained, before the 
completion, as after it Ig]: which yet is 
conſtantly denied by writers on this ſubject, 
and, even, by your own, principles, cannot 
be ſuppoſed?ꝰ 

To this objection, I ſhall not reply by 
faying, That the ſtyle of the prophets, 
though intelligible, yet requires much 

Practice in the interpreter to unfold its 
meaning; for that is the caſe of many 
other arts and ſciences, which yet are ge- 
nerally underſtood: nor, that the ſymbo- 
lic terms are frequently capable of ſeveral 
ſenſes, which muſt needs perplex the in- 
terpretation; for there is no common 
language, in which the plaineſt words do 
not frequently admit the ſame difference 
of conſtruction, which yet creates no great 
difficulty to thoſe who attend claſely to the 

Wal See this objection urged by Mr. 'Collime i in his 
Grounds and Reaſons, &C. p. 220. Lond. 1757. | 
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| ſcope of a writer: I ſhall not therefore, I 
ſay, amuſe you with theſe evaſive anſwers, 
but reply, directly to the ee ob yOu 
inquiry, by, obſerving, | lchet 

„ That there are n ee or, if 
you will, artifices, by which the inſpired 
writers, under the cover of a ſymbolic 
expreſſion, and ſometimes even without it, 
might effectually conceal their meaning, 
before the completion of a prophecy, 
though the language, in which they write, 
be clearly — on fixed ad Tm 
"enken.” 

1. When the prophecy is of remote 
events, the ſubject is frequently not an- 
nounced, or announced only in general 
terms. Thus, an earthquake is deſcribed 
Da mountain is ſaid to be thrown down — 
a far, to fall from heaven; and ſo in 
numberleſs other inſtances. Now, an 
earthquake, in hieroglyphic language, de- 
notes a revolution in government; a mount- 
ain, is the ſymbol of a kingdom, or capital 
city; a ſtar, of a prince, or great man: but 

of 
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of what government, of what kingdom, 
of That prince, the prophet ſpeaks, we 
are not told, and are frequently unable to 
find out, till a full coincidence of all cir- 
cumſtances, in the event, diſcloſes the 
ſecret. 
_:24 The! prophetic | terms are not only 
figurative, but ſometimes, and in no com- 
mon degree, hyperbolical (of which the 
reaſon will be given hereafter), ſo that no- 
thing but the event can determine the true 
ſize and value of them. This ſeems to 
have been the caſe of thoſe prophecies in 
the Old Teſtament, which deſcribe the 
tranquillity. and felicity of Chriſt's king- 
dom; and may poſſibly be the caſe of thoſe. 
prophecies in. the New, which reſ] pet the 
Millennium. 

3. It being the genie of the prophetic 
ſtyle to be #nigmatical, this caſt is ſome- 
times purpoſely given to it, even when 
the expreſſion is moſt plain and direct. 
Thus Jeremiah propheſies of Zedekiah, 
king of Judah, that be ould be deli- 

0 | W 
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vered into the hands of the king of Ba- 
bylon, that his eyes ſbould bebold the eyes 
of the king of Babylon, and that he ſhould 

go to Babylon 154. Ezekiel, propheſy- 
ing of the ſame prince, ſays, hut he ſhould 
go to Babylon, but that he ſhould not ſee it, 
_ though he Hould die there [i]. Now Joſe- 
phus tells us, that the apparent incon- 
fiſtency of theſe two prophecies determin- 
ed Zedekiah to believe neither of them. 
Vet both were ſtrictly ad punRually ful. 
=_—_ bg 
1 Laftly, the chief difficulty of at 
lies in # circumſtance, not much ob- 
ſerved by interpreters, and, from the na- 
ture of it, not obſervable, till after the 
event; I mean, in 4 mixed uſe of the 
plain and figured fiyle: fo that the pro- 

phetic deſcriptions are ſometimes literal, 
even when they appear moſt figurative; ; 
and ſometimes, again, they are highly 
eee, when ny —_— moſt TO 


IE] Jeremiah aiv. 3o 
0 Ezek, xi 13. 
+ * 
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An inſtance of literal expreſſion, under 
the maſk of figurative, occurs in the 
prophet Nahum, who predicts the over- 
throw of Nineveh in theſe words — ith 
an over- running flood he will make an ut- 
ter end of the place thereof, ¶ Nahum i. 8.] 
An over- running flood, is the hieroglyphic 
ſymbol of deſolation by a vittorions enemy- 
and in this highly figurative ſenſe, an in- 
terpreter of the prophecy would, in all 
likelihood, underſtand the expreſſion. But 
the event ſhewed the ſenſe to be literal : 
that city being taken, as we know from 
hiſtory 5 by means of an inundation. Of 
figurative expreſſion, under the form of 
literal, take the following inſtance from a 
prophecy. of Chriſt himſelf ; who ſays 
to the Jews, Deſtroy #his temple, and 1 
will raiſe it up in three days, [ John, 19.] 
It was natural enough for the Jews to 
underſtand our Lord as ſpeaking of the 
temple at Jeruſalem; the rather, as this 
term had not been, and, I think, could 
not be, applied to any perſon, . before 
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Jeſus : to Him, it might be ſo applied; 
and we know that he ſpake of the W * 
Bis body, | ver. 21.] 

The ſame equivocal uſe was, ſometimes, 
purpoſely made of proverbial erpr Mons, as 
learned men have obſerved [&]. 

I omit many other cauſes of Ae 
in the prophecies; ſuch as the ſeeming in- 
credibility, ſometimes, of the things pre- 
dicted - the undefined chronology and ge- 
ography the intricacy of the method 
and many other conſiderations. But you 
will collect from theſe brief hints, reſpect- 
ing the expreſſion only, that, though the 
ſymbolic language be reducible to rule, 
and therefore, in the main, ſufficiently in- 
telligible, yet that there is room enough 
for the introduction of ſo much obſcurity 

into the prophetic writings, as may anſwer 

the ends of the inſpirer, and conceal the 
full meaning of them from the moſt ſaga- 
cious interpreter, till it be revealed, in due 
"_ by the event. F-4 


1 See Grotius on Match. xxvi. 2 3. 
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Or, if it be thought that ſuch difficulties 
as the event removes, are not, in their 
own nature, invincible, before it happens, 
it is ſtill to be conſidered, that the giver 
of the prophecy is, by ſuppoſition, divine; 
and as he, therefore, foreſaw, in framing 
the texture of it, that ſuch difficulties 
would, in fact, be invincible, they ſerved 
the purpoſe of a deſigned concealment ' 

juſt as well, as if, in nature, they were. 
Whence the concluſion is ſtill the ſame, 
That the prophetic ſtyle might be the cover 
of impenetrable obſcurities in a prophecy, 
before its completion, and yet the terms of 
it be clearly explicable on eſtabliſhed rules; 

the event only enabling the expoſitor more 
n and ee to apply * 8 


IV. To colts this wobject; te will 
now be acknowledged, that the ſuſpicions 
which have been taken up againſt the pro- 
phetic way of' writing, as if it were vague, 
illuſory, or unintelligible, are utterly with- 
but foundation. The ſtyle of the prophets 
| Was 


was the known, authorized ſtyle of their 
age and country, in all writings eſpecially, 
of a ſacred or ſolemn character; and is 
even yet in uſe with a great part of man- 
kind. It further appears, that, as it was 
underſtood by thoſe to whom it was ad- 
_ dreſſed, fo the principles, on which it was 
formed, ate diſcoverable by many obvious 
methods, and may be applied, with ſuc- 
ceſs, to the interpretation of it, at this 
The prophetic ſtyle is, then, a ſober and 
reaſonable mode of expreſſion. But this is 
not all. We may, even, diſcern the ex- 
pedienq, I had almoſt ſaid, the neceſſity, of 
this ſtyle, conſidered as the medium, or ve- 
hicle of prophetic inſpiration. 

For we have ſeen, that the 8 of 
ſcriptural prophecy extends through all 
time; and is ſo contrived as to adumbrate 
future and more alluſtrious events, in pre- 

ceding and leſs important tranſactions: a 
eCircumſtance, which ſhews the harmony 
and connection of the whole ſcheme, and 
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zs not imitable by any human art, or fore 
thought whatſoever. But now a figurative 
ſtyle is ſo proper to that end, that we ſcarce- 
ly conceive how it could be accompliſhed 
by any other. For thus the expreſſion 
conforms, at once, to the type, and anti- 
type: it is, as it were, à robe of ſtate, for 
the one; and only, the ordinary, accuſtom- 
ed dreſs of the other: as we may fee 
from the prophecies, which immediately 
reſpect the reſtoration of the Jews from 
their antient captivities, and, ultimurely, 
their final triumphant return from their 
preſent diſperſion from the prophecies 
concerning the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
which prefigure, at 'the ſame time, the 
day of Judge üen thoſe concerning 
the firſt coming of Chriſt, which, alſo, ſet 
forth his reign with the ſaints on earth; 
and even the glories of his heavenly king- 
dom andi in a multitude of other inſtances. 
Theſe ſucceſſtve, and ſo different, ſchemes 
of providence could only be ſignified 10. 
gerber in a 'mode of language, that con- 
tracted, 
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tracted, or enlarged itſelf, as the occaſion 
required. But ſuch is the ſingular pro- 
perty of a ſymbolic ſtyle. For none but 
this, hath fold and drapery enough, if I 


may ſo ſpeak, to inveſt the greater ſub- 


jects; while yet (fo complying is the tex- 
ture of this expreſſion) it readily. adapts 
itſelf to the 1% confiderable, which it en- 

nobles only, and not disfigures. The dif- 
ference is, that what is a metaphor in the 
former caſe, becomes an hyperbole in the 


latter. And this double uſe of the fame 


ſymbol, is the true account of ſuch figures 
as are thought moſt ae in the 
deſcription of the prophets. 5 
We ſee, then, in every 1 how rea- 
ſonable, how expedient,. how divine, the 
ſymbolic ſtyle is, in ſuch writings, as the 


prophetic. i 


So. that if any be diſpeſed, in 


our days, to take up the complaint of the 
text, and to upbraid the prophets by aſking, 
Do they not Jpeak Parables? We may now 
take courage to anſwer, Ves: but parables, 
en, as dark as they are accounted to 


13 tas 4 


be, 
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be, may be well underſtood ; and, what is 
more, parables, which are ſo expteſſed, as 
to carry an evidence in themſelves that 
they are what they aſſume to be, of divine 
inſpiration, 
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The Style and Method of the 
APOCALYPSE. 


EZEKIEL XX. 49. 


—7 Bey fay of me, Doth he not ſpeak 
Parables ? 1 


A L the prophecies of the Old and 
New Teſtament are written in pa- 
rables; that is, in highly figurative terms; 
which yet, on examination, have appear- 
ed to be explicable on certain fixed and ra- 
tional grounds of criticiſm. 

So far, therefore, as any prejudice may 
have been entertained againſt the pro- 
phecies concerning Antichriſt, as if the 
language of them were too abſtruſe or 


fanciful to be underſtood, enough hath 
f been 
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been already ſad to hes, chat it is not 
well founded. 

It muſt, however, bs confelied, that the 
book of Revelations [a], which contains the 


[2] As to the authority of this extraordinary book 
(although the diſcuſſion of this point be foreign to my 
preſent purpoſe) it may be proper to acquaint fuck 
perſons, as have not made the enquiry for themſelves, 
and are perhaps incapable of making it, with the ſenti- 
ments, which our ableſt writers have entertained of it. 

Mr. Mede, a capable inquirer, if there ever was any, 
ſays roundly—* The Apocalypſe hath more human 
4 (not to ſpeak of divine) authority, than any other 
& book of the New Teſtament beſides, even from the 
« time it was firſt delivered. Works, p. 6s. 

And to the ſame purpoſe, Sir Iſase Newton 
© I do not find any other book of the New Teflament 
<« fo ſtrongly atteſted, or commented upon fo early, as 

this of the Apocalypſe.” CO on Daniel, &c. 

249 e 
55 Thus, theſe two incomparable men. What ſome 
minute critics have ſaĩd, or inſinuated to the contrary, 
is not worth mentioning ; farther, than juſt to obſerve, 
that, if the authority of this momentous book be in- 
deed queſtionable, the church of Rome could hardly 
have FERC OI 
umph in it. Ph 

5 Lrbacus welit, et mag no mercentur Ae 3 5 
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moſt, and the chief prophecies on the 
ſubject of Antichriſt, is of a deeper and 
more myſterious contrivance, than any 
other 'of the prophetic writings. Whence, 
our next ſtep, in this inquiry, muſt be, 

To trace the cauvsks of that peculiar ob- 
ſcurity; and to ſuggeſt, as we go along, 
the MEAxs, by which it hath been, or 


may be, removed. 
The cauſes, are to be ſought in che 
STYLE, and the METHOD, of that book. 
I fay nothing of the ſubject: for, though 
the things predicted may darken a prophecy, 
unfulfilled, the event will ſhew what they 
are; and it is not neceſſary, that we ſhould 
anxiouſly Inquire into the meaning of a 
e till it be accompliſhed. 


1: Firh, Sie the sTYLE of the Reve- | 
lations (for I mean not to conſider it, with 
regard to the Greek tongue, in which it is 
- compoſed, or, to the Hebrew idiom, with 

which it is coloured) The ftyle, I fay, be- 
oy, ſymbolical, like that of the other 
| prophecies, 
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propheties, muſt, in general, be explained 
on the ſame principles, that is, muſt be 
equally intelligible, in both. Yet, if we 
attend nicely to the ſtyle of this prophecy, 
ſome difference will he found, in the choice 
of the Jymbols, and in mw Barons +11 om 00 
ſymbolic PS. 
1. To explain wal ANDY on the firſt. 
article, I muſt obſerve, That, though the 
prophetic ſtyle abounds in hieroglyphic ſym-. 
bols, properly ſo called, yet the Iſraelites, 
when they adopted that ſtyle, did not con- 
fine themſelves to the old Egyptian ſtock 
of ſymbols; but, working on the ſame 
ground of analogy, ſuperadded many others, 
which their own circumſtances and obſer- 
vations ſuggeſted to them.” Their divine. 
ritual, their civil cuſtoms, - their marvel- 
lous hiſtory, and even the face and aſpect of 
their country, afforded infinite materials 
for the conſtruction of freſh ſymbols : and 
theſe, when they came into common uſe, 
their prophets freely and largely employed. 
Thus, incenſe, from the religious uſe of it 
Vor. II. I in 
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in the Moſaical ſervice, denotes prayer, or 
mental adoration [G]. to tread a wine-preſs, 
from their cuſtom of preſſing grapes, ſigni- 
Hes detrudtion, attended with great aug h. 
ter [e] to give water in the wilderneſs, in 
alluſion to the miraculous ſupply: of that 
element, during the paſſage of the Iſraelites 
through the wilderneſs to the holy land, is 
the emblem of unexpected relief in diſ- 
treſs [4]; — and, to mention no more, a 
| foreſt, ſuch as Lebanon, abounding i in lofty 
cedars, repreſents a great city, with its 
Aouriſbing ranks of inhabitants [e]; juſt. as, 
4 mountain, from the ſituation of the Jewiſh 
temple on mount Moria, is made to ſtand 
for the Chriſtian Church [ f J. he 
Now, though the ſymbols of this claſs 
be occalionally diſperſed through the old 
prophets, yet they are more frequent, and 
much thicker ſown, in the Revelations : 
ſo that to a reader, not well verſed in che = 


2] Mal. i. 17. BY | [c] Tua! 1 

Ila] Ifatah xl. 20. le] EZek. xx. 47. 
IJ Iſaiah ii, 2. W nant 
” ___ Jewiſh 


Jewiſh ſtory and cuſtoms, this difference 
may add n to the obſcurity of the 
book. _ | 
If you alk the ER of this difference, 
it is plainly this. The ſcene of the apoca- 
lyptic viſions is laid, not only in Judæa, 
but in the temple at Jeruſalem; whence 
the imagery is, of courſe, taken. It was 
natural for the writer to draw his alluſions 
from Jewiſh objects, and eſpecially from 
the ceremonial of the temple- ſervice. Be- 
ſides, the declared ſcope of the prophecy 
being to predict the fortunes of the Chriſtian 
church, what ſo proper as to do this under 
the cover of Jewiſh ideas; the law itſelf, 
as we have before ſeen, and as St. Paul ex- 
preſsly- tells us, having been ſo contrived, 
as to preſent the ſhadow of that future diſ- 
1 22 250 | 
This then (and for the reaſon aſl ned) 
is ONE diſtinguiſhing character of the Apo- 
calyptic ſtyle. But the difficulty of inter- 
Pretation, ariſing from it, cannot be con- 
; fiderable ; or, if it be, may be overcome by 
: e ; an 
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an obvious method, by a careful ſtudy of 
the Jewiſh hiſtory and law. 

2. The ornER mark of diſtinction, 
which I obſerved in the ſtyle of this book, 
is the continuity of the ſymbolic manner. 
Parables are frequent, indeed, in the old pro- 
phets, but interſperſed with many paſſages 
of hiſtory, and have very often their ex- 
Planation annexed. This great parable 
of St. John is, throughout, carried on in 
its own proper form, without any ſuch in- 
tetruption, and, except in one inſtance [g], 
without any expreſs e of the 
parabolic terms. 

Now, the prophecy, no doubt, a be 
conſiderably obſcured by this circumſtance. 
But then let it be conſidered, that we have 
propottionable means of underſtanding it. 
For, if the ſymbols be continued, they are 
ſtill but the ſame [h, as had been before in 


11 Chap 0 xvii. | 

1 51 The learned Biſhop Andrews ſays expreſsly— 
* You ſhall ſcarce find a phraſe in the Revelations of 

St. Jeb that is not taken out of Daniel, or ſome other 

prophet.” Fi x reperias apud Fohannem phrafin aliquars, 
chk uſe 


, the ArOALVYVTSESCS. 117 


uſe with the elder prophets; whoſe writ- 
ings, therefore, are the proper and the cer- 


tain key of the Revelatians. 


From theſe diſtinctive charaQers, 1 then, 
of the Apocalyptic ſtyle [i], nothing more 


can be inferred, than the neceſſity of ſtudy- 
ing the Law, and the Prophets, in order to 
underſtand the language of this laſt and 
moſt myſterious revelation. And what is 
more natural, nay what ean be thought 
more divine, than that, in a ſyſtem, com- 
poſed of two dependent diſpenſations, the 
ſtudy of the former ſhould be made neceſ- 


ſary to the comprenentana of the latter ; and 


i, vel ex Daniele, vel ex aliquo prophets dune. 
Reſp. ad Bellarm. Apol. p- 234- 

[:] An eminent writer gives an exact idea of i it, in 
theſe words The ſtyle [of the Revelations] is very 


«© prophetical, as to the things ſpoken: And very he- 


„ braizing, as to the ſpeaking of them. Exceeding 


« much of the old prophets language and matter ow 


4 duced to intimate new ſtories : And exceeding much 
« of the Jews language and alluſion to their 5 — 
« and opinions, thereby to ſpeak the things more fa- 
<« miliarly to be underſtood.” Dr. Lion Troor, Harm. 
OY N.T. p. 154, London, 1655. 
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that the very uniformity of ſtyle and co- 
louring, in the two ſets of prophecies, 
ſhould admoniſh us of the intimate con- 
nection, which each has with the other, to 
the end that we might the better conceive 
the meaning, and fathom the depth, of the 
divine councils in both 2 | 
But, without ſpeculating further on tho 
final purpoſes of this Judaical and Symbo- 
lical character, fo ſtrongly impreſſed on the 
Apocalypſe, it- muſt evidently. appear that 
the difficulties of interpretation, occaſioned 
by it, are not invincible; nay, that, to an 
attentive and rightly prepared interpreter, 
they will ſcarce be any difficulties at all Le]. 


[4] I have 3 it affirmed, on good . that 
the late Dr. Samuel Clarke, being aſked in converſation 
by a friend, whether, as he had taken much pains to 
interpret the other books of Scripture, he had never 
Jattempted any thing on the Revelations, replied, He 
Va not; but that, notwithNandi 85 he thought he under- 
Mood every word of it: Not meaning, we may be ſure, 
hat he knew how to apply every part of that pro- 
hecy, but that he underſtood the phraſeolog y, in which 
t was written : which a man, ſo converſant as he was 
n the 225 le of ſeripture, mi a very well do,—Calvin, 


2 pro- 


4. Aro, 23g 


I proceed, then, 


II. To the szcowp, and more * 


ble cauſe of the obſcurities, found in this 


Pn bechs the Mu rnop, i in Tun it is com- 


— 


poſed. Fu 
The other ns fron 46ubrleſ; 


their difficulties, ariſing from the abrupt 


manner, in which, agreeably to the ori- 


ental genius, they are delivered: But then, 


being ſhort and unconnected with each 
other, the apparent diſorder of thoſe pro- 
phecies, has rarely any ſenſible effect in 


preventing the right application of them. 


The caſe is different with the prophecies, 


contained in this book. For, having been 


[ 


4 


b 


all delivered at once, and reſpecting a ſeries 
of events, which were to come to paſs ſuc- 
ceſlively- in the hiſtory of the Chriſtian 


indeed, x wi been commended for cd the W 
declaration: And, it may be, with good reaſon : For 
(not to derogate i in any reſpect from the character of | 
this great man) the language of the Soriptures, and 
eſpecially of the prophetical ſcriptures, | was in no de- 
gree ſo well underſtood i in his time, as it was in chat of 


T4  - _ 


| Dr. 8. Clarke. 9 
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Church, it is reaſonable to expect that 
ſome certain and determinable method 
ſhould be obſerved in the delivery of them; 
and the true ſecret of that method, what- 
ever it be, muſt be inveſtigated, before we 
can, with ſucceſs, apply any ſingle prophecy | 
to its proper ſubject. _ 
The fr, and moſt obvious expectation 
of a reader is, that the events predicted in 
this prophecy ſhould follow each other in 
the order of the prophecy itſelf, or that the 
ſeries of the viſions ſnould mark out and 
determine the ſucceſſion of the ſubjects, to 
which they relate. But there is reaſon to 
think, on the face of the prophecy, that this 
method is not obſerved . 
A ſecond- concluſion would, then, bs 
haſtily taken up, that there is no regular 
method at all in theſe viſions, but that 
each 1s to be applied ſingly, and without 
any reference to the reſt, to ſuch events as 
it might be found, in ſome tolerable de- 
gree, to ſuit: And then it is plain, that 


Fancy would have too much ſcope afforded 
| 7 her 
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her in the interpretation of theſe viſions, to 
produce any firm and ſettled conviction, 
that they were rightly and properly ap- 
plied. Let, as this idea of the Apocalypſe 
vould favour the lazineſs, the precipitancy; 
the preſumption, and, very often, the ma- 
lignity of the human mind, it is no wonder 
that it ſhould be readily and eagerly em- 
braced. And, in fact, it was to this pre- 
conceived notion of a general diſorder in 
the texture of theſe prophecies, that the 
little progreſs, which, for many ages, had 
been made in the W Ti of them, is 
chiefly to be aſcribed. | 

But then, laſth, if neither the e of 
the prophecy: be that of the events; nor'a 
total ' diſorder in the conſtruction of it can 
be reaſonably allowed, the queſtion is, By 
what rules was it compoſed, and on what 
ideas of method is it to be explained? 
This queſtion, as obvious as it ſeems, 
was not preſently-aſked ; and, when it was 
- aſked, not eaſily anſwered. The clear light, 
indeed, which the Reformation had let in 
8 on 


on ſome parts of this prophecy, and a ſpirit 
of inquiry, which ſprung up with the res 
vival of Letters, excited a general attention 
to this myſterious; book. But, as each in- 
terpreter brought his own hypotheſis along 
with him, the perplexities of it were not 
leſſened, but increaſed by ſo many diſ- 
cordant ſchemes of interpretation: And 
the iſſue of much elaborate inquiry was, 
that. the book itſelf was diſgraced by the 
fruitleſs efforts of its commentators, and on 
che point of being given up, as utterly im- 
penetrable, when a ſublime Genius aroſe, 
in the beginning of the laſt century, and 
ſurprized the learned world with that great 
deſideratum, A Key to the Revelatious. 
This extraordinary perſon was, Joszpn 
Mog: of -whoſe character it may not be 
improper to give a {light ſketch; before 1 
lay before you the ſubſtance of his diſco- 
veries. 11 26 Fiete en ei 5016 1 
Hr was a 0 ſincete man; diſin- 
reteſted, and 'unambitiaus;;; of no faction 
in religion or government (both which be- 
Bo. gan 


the "APOCALYPSE," " 123˙ 


gan in his time to be over-run with fac-' 


tions) but ſolely devoted to the love of 
truth, and to the inveſtigation of it. His 
learning was vaſt, but well choſen and 
well digeſted; and his underſtanding, in no 
common degree, ſtrong and capacious. 
With theſe qualities of the head and 
heart, he came to the ſtudy of the prophe- 
cies, and eſpecially of the Revelations > 
But, with ſo little Bigetry for the ſcheme. 
of interpretation concerning Antichriſt, 
that, as he tells us himſelf, He had even con- 
ceived ſome prejudice againſt it [7]: And, 
what is ſtranger ſill in a man of his inven- 
tive genius, with fo little entbuſiaſm in his: 
temper for any ſcheme of interpretation 


whatſoever, that, when he had made his 


great diſcovery, he was in no haſt to pub- 
liſh it to the world In]; and, when at 


* as for me, I am conſcious of my weakneſs and 


unworthineſs ; 3 being, when theſe kind of thoughts 


firſt poſſeſſed me, looking another way with a prejudice 
incompatible to this.” General Pref. to Medes Works, 
Pp» 20, from a MS, Letter. 


0 printed only a few copies of his Clavis Apo- 


length 


* - 
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length he did this, he was till leſs in haſt 
to apply it, that is, to ſhew its important 
uſe in explaining the A pocalytic viſions [x]. 
Cool, deliberate, and ſevere, in forming his 
Judgments, he was ſo far from being obſe- 
quious to the fancies of other men, that 
he was determined only, by the laſt degree 
of evidence, to acquieſce in _ concluſions 


of his own og. 


| cahptica in 1627, at his own expence, and for the uſe 
of his friends. Pref. ts his Commentary. 
[] His Commentary, on the principles of his Clavis, 
did not appear till 1632 
ſo] “I am by nature abs | in all things, but 
in this [his Expoſition] let no man blame me, if I take 
more pauſe than ordinary.” MS, Letter in Gen. Pref. 
p. 22. And again, in a Letter of reply ad animadver- 
frones Ludovici de Dieu, * Eo, ingenio ſum (delicatulo, 
an moroſo) ut nifi ubi interpretatio commode et abſ- 
que ſalebris eat, nunquam mihi fatisfacere ſoleam.“ 
Works, p. 569. Let of this ge man, could the 
Biſhop of Meaux allow himſelf to ſpeak thus negligent- 
ly—1 þeft rendu de nos jours cilibre en Augleterre PAR $858 
DOCTES REVERIES fur P Apocalypſe. Hiſt. des Var. 
I. xii. p. 257. But M. de Meaux knew what he did, 
when he affected this contempt of Joſeph Mede, He 
was then at liberty to turn himſelf from the ableſt ad- 
vocate of the Proteſtant cauſe, to the ale; I mean, 
1 
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In ſhort, with no vanity to indulge, (for 
he was ſuperior to this laſt infirmity of in- 
genious men [p]) with no intereſt in view 
(for the intereſt of Churchmen lay at that 
time, as he well underſtood, in a different 
quarter [q]) —- with no ſpleen to gratify (for 


M. Jurieu, whoſe indiſcretions afforded, indeed, ample 
ſcope for the raillery of this lively prelate. Mr. Mede 
was not a man to be confuted in this way, and ſtill lefs 
by a fanciful and ill-ſupported Expofition of the QApocahyfe. | 

[p] As appears from his backwardneſs to publiſh his 
diſcoveries, and from his unconcern about the reception 
of them. But ſee his Letter to Mr. Hartlib, Ep. 96, 
p. 881; and compare with his anſwer to Dr. Twiſſe, 
Ep. 51. p. 811. See alſo Ep. 98, to Mr. Hardib, 
Aug. 6, 1638, not Tong before his death, in which are 
theſe wenk:: 

« have not been very an unto men, to ac- 
quaint them with my notions and conceits—for ſome of 
them that are but lately known have lain by me above 
theſe twenty yeats.” P. 883. 

[9] The point of the Pope's being Antichrift, as a dead 
Hy, marred the ſavour of THAT OINTMENT——meaning 
the merit he had of being known to entertain ſome opi- 
nions, then much cheriſhed by the ruling clergy. Ep. 
56. p. 818. He fays afterwards of himſelf, in the 
ſame Letter,. thank God, I never made ant hop hi- 

 therto the cafter of my reſolution, but reaſon and evidence, on 
That fide foever the advantage or diſadvantage fell, 
even 
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App. to his Life, p. 40.— The ſimplicity of this de- 
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even neglect and ſolitude} could not en- 
gender this unmanly vice in him [r) 


with no oblique purpoſes, I ſay, which ſo 


often miſlead the pens of other writers, but 
with the ſingle, unmixed love of truth, he 
dedicated his great talents to the ſtudy of 


the prophetic Scriptures, and was able to 


unfold, in the MANN ER I am now to repre- 
ſent to you, this A ee prophecy of the 
Revelations. 

He had obſerved, chat the miſcarriage 
of former interpreters had been owing, 
chiefly, to a vain deſire of finding their 
"Own ſenſe 1 in this propheſy, rather than the 


fe] His friends ſpeak much of his ehearful diſpo- 
fition.—But I draw this concluſion from the tenour of 
his Ve and ⁊uritings; and, above all, from that famous 
declaration which he made in confidence to a friend, 
that, if he might but obtain a Donative fone curt, 'of fo 
much value as, together with his fellow »/hip [of Chriſt's 
College i in Cambridge,] /hould enable him to keeh a horſe; 
for his recreation, he would ſet up his flaff for this world; 


claration, makes one confident of it's truth. And a 
an of ſo moderate deſires, was in no danger of having 


is . ſoured by diſappointments, | | 
ſenſe 
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ſenſe, of the prophet. Laying; aedepahen; 
all hypotheſes: whatſoever, he ſate-'down 
to the bock itſelf, and reſolved to know 
nothing more of it, than what the frame 
and texture of its co poſition might clearly 
reveal to him. He conſidered the whole, 
as a naked recital of facts, literally ex- 
preſſed; and not as a prophetic ſcheme, 
myſtically repreſented. In this way of in- 
quiry, he diſcerned, that ſeveral parts of 
the hiſtory, whatever their ſecret and in- 
volved meaning might be, were homoge- 
neous, and contemporary; that is, they re- 
lated to the ſame ſubject, and were com- 
priſed within the ſame period; and this, 
though they were not connected in the 
order of the narration, but lay diſperſed in 
different quarters of it. Theſe ſeveral ſets 
of hiſtorical paſſages (or, of Viſions, to ſpeak 
in the language of the book itſelf) he 
carefully analyzed and compared; ſhewed, 
from circumſtances, not imagined, but 
found, in the hiſtory, their mutual rela- 
tion and correſpondency; and eſtabliſned 
Ti - his 
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his concluſions, as he went along, not in 
a looſe way of popular conjecture, but in 
the ſtricteſt forms of Geometric reaſoning. 3 
The coincident hiſtories, thus claſſed and ; 
ſcrutinized, he diſtipguiſhed by the name 
of 'SyNCHRONISMS} and gave them to the 
learned world, in this ſevere ſcientific form, 
without further comment or illuſtration, un- 
der the title of CLayvis APOCALYPTICA, or 
A KEY TO THE REVELATIONS. 

In conſidering this diſcovery, which did 
ſo much honour to the profound genius 
and accurate inveſtigation of its author, one 
clearly perceives how it ſerves to the end 
propoſed. 

Firſt, it appears that the order of the 
Viſions is not that of the events; in other 
words, that the prophecy is not to be ſo 
explained, as if the events, predicted in it, 
followed each other in the ſame train as 
the Viſions. For the fads, which conſti- 
tute the ſcheme or fable of the prophecy, _ 
literally and hiſtorically conſidered, do not 
ſucceed to each other in that train; there- 

fore 
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fore the events, whatever they may be, 
which thoſe facts adumbrate, molt certainly 
cannot. ; 
Secondly, It appears har the true, or 
chronological order of the Viſions, is; 
namely, that, whidh»the nature and con- 
nexion of the things tranſafted in them, 
points out and declares. So that, if the 
real time of any one Viſion can be ſhewn, 
the relative time of the reſt may be eaſily 
ſettled. For (to quote Mr. Mede's own. 
words) ſuch Viſions as contomporate with 
that already aſcertained, are: of courſe to be 
applied to the ſame times; while ſuch as, in 
the order of the ſtory, precede that Vifian, are 
to: be referred to preceding events, and thoſe, 
which: follaw it, are in like manner to be ar- 


lained of * * [5] 


[5] Siquidem, que iſti tuo Vaticinio jam, ut. ini, 
cognito, cetera contemporaverint Vaticinia, iiſdem pro- 
cul dubio temporibus ſunt applicanda ; quæ autem præ- 
_ cedunt, non niſi de præcedaneis; que ſuccedunt, pari- 
ter de ſuecedaneis eventibus ſunt, men Clavis 
Aperal, Works, p. 432. 


r 1 By 
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By this means, the whole plan or method 
of the Apocalypſe will be laid down. The - 
ſeveral ſynchronical prophecies will thus 
fall in their proper places: and there will 
be no doubt of the relative ſituation, which 
each holds in the general fyſtem. 

- Thirdly, as we now ſee the true order of 
the prophecies (though for the wiſeſt rea- 
ſons, no doubt, the order, in which they 
are delivered, be ſometimes different) ſo it 
is to be obſerved, that the knowledge of 
this order is a great reſtraint on the fancy 
of an expoſitor; who is not now at liberty 
to apply the prophecies to events of any 
time, to which they appear to ſuit, but to 
events only falling within that time, to 
which they belong in the courſe of this 
pre-determined method. And if to this 
reſtriction, which of itſelf is conſiderable, 
we add another, which ariſes from the ne- 
ceſſity of applying, not one, but many pro- 
phecies (which are, thus, ſhewn to ſyn- 
chronize with each other) to the ſame time, | 
we can hardly conceive how an interpre- 

| tation 


*, 
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tation ſnould keep clear of theſe impedi- 
ments, and make its way through ſo many 
interfering checks, unleſs it be the true one. 
Juſt as when a Lock (to take the author's 
alluſion) is compoſed of many, and intricate | 
wards, the Key, that turns: eaſily within = 
them, and opens the Lock, can the be ; 
that which properly belongs to it. 
Atſter all, it may be difficult, 1 1 
uh convey. a diſtin& idea of the uſes, to 
which this ſynchronal method ſerves, to 
thoſe who have not read, and even ſtudied, 
Mr. Mede's work. But the ſum of the 
matter is this, That the order of the events 
and of the Viſions is not the ſame - that the 
true order of the events, is to be ſought in 
certain characters, not fancied at pleaſure, 
but inſerted, in the Viſions chemſelves 
and, - laſtly, that the whole bock of the 
Revelations being thus reſolvable into a 
particular determinate; order, in which the 
ſeveral ſets of ſynchronal Buplan re- 
gularly: ſucceed: to each other, no expoſi- 
tion n this book can be admingeds: Tar 


- 
4 
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does not refer every ſingle prophecy to its 
the ſame time that no violence be done to 
any other n which een 
with it. . ö {0 

And thus much coticeming the kaun 
ORDER of the A pocalypſe; deduced, you 
ſee, from no precarious hypothetic reaſon» 
ings,” but from notes and characters, in- 
cloſed in that book; that is, from intrinſic 
arguments, which have their evidence in 
themſelves, and conelude alike on yy 
fuppoſition, 

If we would know mere aiſtisckly what 
the EXTERIOR FORM Of it is; and how it 
comes to differ ſo widely from the plan of 
a chronological arrangement; here, too, 
dur fagacious expeſitor wilt give us fatiſ- 
faction. For, in bringing together and 
comparing his ſynchroniſins, he found (what 
had eſcaped the attention of all others) that 
the main bedy of the gags up 
of Two fr] great parts; which are, allo, 


2 ] From ch. iv. to the end of ch. ix: And from 
ck. x. to the end. Ca ſynchro- 


ſynchronical; ſo that, ſetting out from the 
ſame goal, and meaſuring the ſame. ſpace, 
they both concur in the ſame end: but 
with this difference, that the former divifiey 
more immediately regards the affairs of. the 
Empire; the latter, thoſe of the Ghunch. 
Still, this is not all. Our attentive awd 
penetrating commentator further diſcoyet+ 
ed, That the two great component parts of 
this prophecy, though diſtin, are. very 
artificially connected, and ſhewn to; haxmo- 
nize throughout with each other, by-mak- 
ing the ' ſame concluding event t Lag, once 


told, the cataſtrophe of both. For the 


former part is purpoſely, and with expreſs 
warning given [to], left unſiniſſled, till a 
— 4 deduction of the aner part down 
to the ſame point of time Lx], (by way of 

prelade to the more extended viſions of 
this laſt part, which follow to the end of 


the book, and to ſignify, that both Parts 
[4 The ſounding of the ok a 


w] C h. x. 7. 
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are contemporary) furniſhed the oecaſion 
of ſhutting up the two prophecies together 
in one common term: which, however, 
had the appearance of being miſplaced, 
till the detection of this ſingular contrivance, 
by means of the ſynchroniſms, pointed 
out the uſe and end of the preſent pelt 
ATA 


Ly The reader may form a diſtin idea of the 


12 


t parts. 1357) OFTEET 9 
The rixs x part, is Fa of the ee to * 


ſeyen churches, contained i in the three firſt fan 


and is not at all oonſidered by Mr. Mede. 

The sxeoup part (with which Mr. Mede begins his 
contibentiendih that of the SALE D Book, from ch. iy. 
to ch. x; and contains be Fates of the Empire, or its 
civil revolutions, ; yet, with a reference, ſtill, to the ſtate | 
and fortune of the Chriſtian Church. n. 
The THIRD: part, is that of the oyEx Book, with 
what follows to the end; and exhibits, in a more mi- 
nute and extended view, the e fates of the Ch riflian Church, 
eſpecially during its Apoſtacy, and*after* its recovery 


from it. 


This THIRD Svition may, further, be confidered as 
confiſting of Two parts. The F1&sT. contains, in 
<>, Xi, a at view N what ſhould befal the 

0 Anotber 
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| Another cauſe of the ſeeming perplexity 
in which this Prophecy is involved, is, 


Chriſtian Church, contemporary with the events de- 
duced in the ſecond part concerning the Empire; and is 
given in this place, in order to connect the ſecond and 
third parts, and to ſhew their correſpondence and con- 
temporaneity. See Mr. Mede's Clavis, p. 424 ; and 
Comment. Apocalypt. p. 476. | 
The'sEconD part of the laſt diviſion, from ch. xii to 
the end, gives a detailed account of what ſhould befal 


the Chriſtian church in diſtinet, and, ſeveral of chem, 


ſynchronical viſions. 

It has been thought by ſome an objection to Mr. 
Mede's ſcheme, © That the prophecy of the open book, 
(which contains, according to him, all the remaining 
viſions to the end of the Revelations) is not only, for 
the /ubjef, more conſiderable, but, for the fze of the 
volume, larger, than the Prophecy of the ſealed book ; 
whereas, the name given to it, BibAzpiBion, or little book, 
ſeems very clearly to expreſs the contrary.” 

If this objection be thought material (for I 4 not 
find that Mr. Mede condeſcends to take any notice of 
it) it -zight, perhaps, be obviated by ſuppoſing, That 
the little book contains the xith chapter, only, being a 
compendium of the third diviſion, and inſerted -in this 
place to ſhew the eontemporaneity of the #wo I and 
Principal parts ; and that all which follows to the end, 
is to be regarded as a ſort of comment on the little book, 
or larger explication of its contents: As if the deſign 


had been to conſult our weakneſs, in preſenting us, #-f, 
K 4 | That, 
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That, it being expedient to treat the ſame 
ſubject in different reſpects, and to give 


with an abridged view of a great ſcheme, and, then, in 
drawing it out at large, for our more diſtinct informa- 
tion. 
But the truer anſwer to the difficulty I take to be, 
That the /calcd book is repreſented under the idea of 3 
book, properly fo called, which, upon being open 
preſents to the eye the ſeveral objects and ſchemes o 
the prophecy, diſtinctly delineated on the roll, or vo- 
lume, when it comes to be unfolded, and which, there- 
fore, muſt needs be conſidered as a large one, The 
open book, on the other hand, is to be regarded, not as a 
real, but metaphorical book; and is not produced to be 
read or contemplated, after a gradual evolution of it, 
but to be eaten, at once, by the prophet; like that book 
to which it alludes, and from which the imagery is 
taken, in the viſions of Ezekiel [ii. 8. and i 111. 1, 2, 3.] 
to ea? 4 book, being, in the hieroglyphics, to meditate 
upon, and to dige/t, its contents. So that this book, to 
diſtinguiſh it from the other, is named a little book : 
not, that the revelations, conveyed by it, are leſs con- 
ſiderable, or leſs numerous, than the other, but that the 
3%, to which it is put, required only that it ſhould · be 
ſpoken af, as a 4ook ſimply; the diminutive form being 
here ſuggeſted 1 in the term SazpiNoy, that the meta- 
phor of eating it might ſeem the eaſier; and (becauſe 
the former ſcaled book was of an immenſe ſize) might, 
| under this idea, preſent itſelf the more naturally, and 
. give. leſs alfencs, to the 1 Imagination. | 
different 
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anne views of it, according as two ſets 
of men, the true worſhipers and the falſe, 
were affected by the fortunes of the Chriſtian 
Church, this W and oppoſite face of 
things could not be exhibited together; 
but was to be ſet forth in ſeveral and 
ſucceſſive, though contemporary, viſions. 
Hence, the prophecy is thought to pro- 
ceed, when, in fact, it ſtands ſtill, and 
only preſents another proſpect of the ſame 
tranſaCtions.  - 
But I enter no farther into the en 
contexture of this book; through which, 
however, the clue of the ſynchroniſms, if 
well purſued, would ſafely conduct us. It 
is enough to my purpoſe to have ſhewn, 
That, as the Language of the Revelations 
is intelligible, ſo the Method is not involved 
in ſuch intricacies, but that, in general, a 
regular, a conſiſtent, and, what is more, a 
true [2] conception may be formed of it. 
Tz] Iam not ignorant that, many interpreters have 


thought otherwiſe. But:poſſibly they have not enough 
attended to the advice, which Mr, Mede uſed to give to 


Whence 
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Whence no ſober man needs be Alfcouraged 
from reading this book; or will be in dan- 
ger, I think, of loſing either his wits, or 
his reputation, in the ſtudy of it. For what 
ſhould hinder a book, though of prophe- 
cies, from being underſtood, when its me- 
thod may be clearly defined, and its language 
decyphered x ? Provided always, that we only 
interpret a prophecy by the event, and do 
not take upon us to determine the event by 
a premature conſtruction of the prophecy. 
With this Apocalyptic key then (of 
which ſo much has been faid), this key of . 
knowledge, in my hands, i it may, now, be ex- 
pected that I ſhould open this dark parable 
of the Revelation, by applying ſo much of 
it, at leaſt, as reſpects Antichriſt, to Apoſtate 
Papal Rome. But, beſides that there would 
not, in what remains of this courſe, be | 


ſuch of his friends as did not enter into his ideas — 
ExyEnDeE, My meaning is, that, if they had poſſeſſed 
the patience, or the fagacity, to underſtand this gteat 
Inventor, before they objected to him, they would per- 
naps have ſeen cauſe to acquieſce 1 in the Method, pointed 
out by him, inſtead of attempting in various ways, and 
to little purpoſe, to improve upon it. | 
room 
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room 3 for a detailed account of the 


propheeies, other reaſons reſtrain me from 
entering immediately on a taſk, not leſs 
eaſy perhaps, than amuſing. For Inter- 
preters, I think, have generally been too 
much in haſt to apply the prophecies, be. 


fore they had ſufficiently prepared the way 


for their application: So that, leaving many 


doubts unreſolved, which men of thought 
and inquiry are apt to entertain on this 
ſubject, or not lay ing before them all the 
reaſons and inducements, which ſhould en- 
gage their. attention to it, their cleareſt ex- 
poſitions are not received, and N not 
e (4.5143. 36 

Wich regard, then, to * W 
concerning Antichriſt, though the chief 
obſtructions in our way ſeem fairly removed, 
and it be now evident that there are certain 
grounds, on which the moſt abſtruſe of 
them may be reaſonably interpreted, yet, 
becauſe the application of them is a work 
of time and induſtry, many perſons, be- 


fore they undertake it, may deſire to know, 
What 
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them, in the beſt manner I can, will be 
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What GENERAL ARGUMENTS there are, 
which may aſſure them, -beforehand, that 
their-labour will not be miſemployed, and 
that Papal Rome is, in fact, concerned in 
the tenour of theſe prophecies : And, when 
this demand has been made, they may 
further wiſh to be informed, To what EDG 
OR uss this whole inquiry ſerves ; of im- 
portance enough, I mean, to encourage 
and reward their vigorous er of 
it? 

Theſe deſires and expectations are Appa- 
rently not unreaſonable : And to ſatisfy 


the ſcope and e ral the two n 
. | 


SERMON XI. 


Prophetic CHan acters of Antichriſt, 


Lenz at 56. 
Hans: is it, that ye do wot A this time? 


; 


8³ O — kayiog been fai on Lame, 


in which the prophecies, 2 
Antichriſt, may be interpreted; I imagine 


that now, at length, ye are diſpoſed 


to aſk, On what GENERAL GROUNDS. we 
affirm, that the Church of Rome 1 15 Ay 
concerned in them. 

| To reſolve this queſtion, it will be ſuf- 
ficient to ſet before you, in few words, ſome 
of the more obvious notes, or characters, by 
which Antichriſt is marked out in the pro- 
phecies: ſuch, and ſo many of them, as 


__— Oo 
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may convince you, that they are fairly ap- 

plicable to the Church of Rome; and that, 

taken together, they cannot well admit any 
other application, 

Of theſe prophetic characters, 

1. The e1KsT, I ſhall mention, is, That 
we are to look for Antichriſt within the pro- 
per limits of the Roman empire. 

On this head, there is no controverſy 
among thoſe who acknowledge the autho- 
rity of the prophet Daniel, and can be none: 
For that prophet, in his famous viſion of 
the four kingdoms, ſays expreſsly, that, 
among the ten kingdoms into which the 
fourth, or Roman, ſhall be divided, an- 
OTHER ſhall ariſe [a]; that is, as all inter- 

preters agree, the kingdom of Antichriſt. 
So that this power, whatever it be, muſt 
have its birth and ſeat within the compaſs 


[a] Dan. vii. 7, 8. 4 ſaw in the night viſions, and 
behold, a fourth beaſt — had ten horns. I conſidered 
the horns, and behold, there came up among them an- 
other little born. Compare with ver. 24. The ten horns | 
out of this kingdom are ten kings (or kingdoms) that 

- ſhall ariſe ; and another /hall ariſe after tbem. K 
| - 
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of the ten kingdoms, that is, of the Roman 
empire, when, in ſome future time from the 
giving of Daniel's prophecy, it ſhould be 
ſo divided. 
But, to fix the ſtation of the antichritian 
power more preciſely, it is to be obſerved, 
that, as the four kingdoms' of Daniel, con- 
fidered in ſucceſſion to each other, form a 
prophetic chronology [&]; ſo in another view, 
they form a prophetic geography Cc], DEE 
conſidered, in the eye of prophecy, as 
exiſtent, as ſtill alive, and ſubſiſting 1 
ther, when the dominion of all, but the 
laſt, was taken away [4]. 1 15 
In conſequence of this idea, which Daniel 
gives us of his four kingdoms, fo much 
only is to be reckoned into the deſcription 
of each kingdom, as is peculiar to each; 
the remainder being part of ſome other 
kingdom, ſill ſuppoſed to 12 7 in * 
[5] Mede, p. 712. | 
[e] Sir Iſaac Newton, p. 31. . 
[A] Dan. vii. 11, 12. Concerning the reſt of hs 


beaſts, they had their dominion talen away; yet their 
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which it properly belongs. Thus, the 
SECOND, or Perſian kingdom, does not take 
in the nations of Chaldza and Aſſyria, 
which make the body of the fr} kingdoms 
nor the THIRD, or Græcian kingdom, the 


countries of Media and Perſia, being the 


body of the ſecond. In like manner, the 
FOURTH, or Roman kingdom, does not, in 
the contemplation of the prophet, compre- 
hend thoſe provinces, which make the body 
of the third, or Græcian kingdom, but fuch 
only as. conftitute: its on body, that is, the 
provinces on this ſide of Greece: where, 
therefore, we are to look for the eleventh, 
or Antichriſtian kingdom, as being to ſtart 
up amang the ten, into. which the Roman 
kingdom ſhould be divided. | 

We ſce, then,, that, as Antichriſt was ta 
ariſe within the Roman kingdom, fo his 
ſtation is farther limited. to the European 
part of that kingdom, or to the Os em- 


a properly ſo called. 


This obſervation (Chich is not mine, 
but Sir Iſaac Newton” S) 1 is the better worth 
making, 
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making, becauſe, i in fact, the papal ſove- 
reignty never extended farther than the 
weſtern provinces; at leaſt, could never 
gain a firm and premanent footing in the 
countries, which lie eaſt of the Mediterra- 
nean ſea. But, whether you admit this 
interpretation, or not, it is ſtill clear that 
Antichriſt was to ariſe ſomewhere within 
the limits of the Roman empire. In what 
part of that empire he was to make his ap- 
pearance, we certainly gather from 

II, A sxconD propherical note or cha- 
racter of this power, which is, That his ſeat 
and throne was to be the city of Rome it. 
falf.. 5 
The prophet Daniel e us only 
that the power we call Antichriſtian, would 
ſpring up from among the ruins of the 
fourth, or Roman kingdom: But St. John, 
in the Revelations, fixes his reſidence in the 
capital city of that kingdom. For, when, 
in one of his viſions, he had been ſhewn a 
portentous beaſt with ſeven heads and ten 
horns, and a woman arrayed in purple, riding 

Vol. Ih ECE 
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upon him; an Angel is made to interpret 
this ſymbolic viſion in the following words: 
Abe ſeven heads are ſeven mountains on 
which the woman fitteth—and the ten horns, 
which thou ſaweſt, are ten king and the 
voman, which thou ſawweſt, is that great 
city, which reigneth over the kings of the 

earth ſe]. 
Words cannot be more determinate, than 
theſe. The woman, that rides this BEAsT, 
that is, the fourth empire, in its laſt ſtate 
of ten horns, or divided into ten kingdoms, 
is that Antichriſtian power, of which we 
are now inquiring. She is ſeated on ſeven 
hills, nay, ſhe is hat great city, which reign- 
eth [that is, in St. John's time which 
reigned] over the kingdoms of the tarth. 
Rome, then, is the throne of Antichriſt, 
or is that city, which ſhall one day be 
Antichriſtian. There is no poſſibility of 
cvading the force of theſe terms. 

It hath been ſaid, that Conſtantinople, 
wh," was ſituated on ſeven hills. Ir may be 


1 Rev. xvii. 3, 4, 9. 12. rs, % N 
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ſo: But c ee e did not, in the 


the pe th 


been wins, the city on ſeven hills | is {9 


characteriſtic of Rome, that the name it- 


ſelf could not have pointed it out more 
plainly: As muſt be eyidenr to all thoſe, 


who recolle&, what the Latin writers haye 
faid on this ſubject. 
The—/eptem domini montes— of one [f ] 


poet is well known; and ſeems the abridge- : 


ment of a ſtill more famous line in an- 
other [g 
Septem urbs alta jugis, toto que * orb: : 

To which, St. John's idea of a womar, 
ſeated on ſeven hills, and reigning over 
the kings ef the earth, ſo exactly corre- 
| ſponds, that one ſees no difference between 
the poet and the prophet ; except that the 


latter perſonifies his idea, as the genius of 


the prophetic ſtyle required. 


[7] Martial. 1. iv. ep. 04, 
LE aper 1, III. ix. 57. 


L 2 e But 
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But a paſſage in Virgil is ſo much to our 
urpoſe, that it merits a peculiar attention. 
his poet? in the moſt finiſhed of his 
works, had been celebrating the praiſes of 
a country life, which he makes the ſource 
and origin of the Roman greatneſs: 


Hanc olim veteres vitam coluere Sabint ; 
Hanc Remns et frater: fic fortis Etruria crevit: 
Scilicet et rerum facta eſt pulcherrima Roma [hg. 
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The encomium, we ſee, is made with 
that gradual pomp, which is familiar to 
9} | Virgil. And the laſt line (from its ma- 
1 5 jeſtic ſimplicity, the nobleſt, perhaps, in 
1 all his writings) one would naturally ex- 
E ſhould cloſe the deſcription. Yet he 
adds, to the ſurpriſe, and, I believe, to the 
L of moſt readers, 
Septemque una fibi muro circumdedit ares. 
l Had we found this paſſage in any other 
„ of the Latin poets, we ſhould have been apt 
\ 8 to queſtion the judgement of the writer; 
and to ſuſpect, that, in attempting to riſe 
vpon himſelf, he had fallen, unawares, 
into an evident anti. climax. But the cor- 
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rect elegance of Virgil's manner, and. his 
ſingular talent in working up an image, by 
Juſt degrees, to the preciſe point of per- 
fection, may ſatisfy us, that he had his rea- 
fon for going on, where we might expect 
him to ſtop; which. reaſon can be no other, 
than that the ſeven bills were neceſſary to 
complete bis deſcription of the imperial 
city [z]. To an antient Roman, the cir- 
cumſtance of its ſituation was, of all others, 
the moſt auguſt and characteriſtic; and 
Rome itſelf was not Rome, till i it was con- 
templated under this idea. 
There was ground enough, then, 
ſaying, that the name of Rome co on 
not have pointed out the city more Plainly.” 
But I go farther, and take upon me to 
aſſert, That the periphraſis is even more 
preciſe, and leſs equivocal, than the proper 
name would have been, if inſerted in the 
prophecy. For Rome, ſo called, might have 
ſtood, like Sodom, or Babylon, ſimply for 
an idolatrous City, But the city, Jeated 


14 Compare Fn. vi. ver. 7 76, Kc. 
L. 3 08 
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on ſeven bills, and reigning over the earth, is 
the city of Rome itſelf, and excludes, by 
the peculiarity of theſe attributes, any other 
ap olication. 

Nor is it any objection to the remark, 
now made, that this city, whatever it be, 
is deſcribed by anotber circumſtance, not 
peculiar to Rome, indeed ſcarce applicable 
to it, I mean that of its being ſeated on many 
waters [x J. For theſe waters are not given 


ASA mark of Rome's natural, but political 


ſituation: as the prophetic ſtile might Lead 
one to expect, if the ſacred writer had not 
taken care to Prevent all miſtake by afſur- 
ing us, in ſo many words, That tbe waters, 
aphere the Whore fitteth; are PEOPLES, 
AND MULTITUDES, AND NATIONS, AND 


TONGUES [1]. | 
II it be, further, faid, * That the ſeven 


bills may, likewiſe, admit a ſimilar con- 
ſtruction. from, the Frequent. uſe of hills, as 

emblems of 7 power, in hieroglyphic writ- 
ing, and therefore: in prophetic deſcription, 2 


[4] Rev, xvii „ 0 Ibid, vers I 5. 
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the remark is very juſt : but then, unlucki- 
ly, there is no ſuch explanation of the ſeven 
hills, as we have of the waters, from the 
prophet himſelf; while yet it cquid ngt 
eſcape him, that ſuch explanation was more 
than commonly neceſſary in this caſe, to 
prevent the reader from applying the ſever 
Hills to the beſt-known city in the world, 
then ſubſiſting in all its glory, and univer- 
ally acknowledged by this en _ 
racer of its ſituation. 


Should it, laſtly, be alledged, 4 Ther ce 


explanation is ſubjoined to the figure, for 
that the prophet adds immediately in the 
following verſe—and there are ſeven kings — 
meaning, that the ſeven #iYs, juſt mention- 


ed) nn taken as emblems only of 


ſeven kings; 1 reply, that the ſever bills, 
in the figurative ſenſe of the term, bills, 
naturally ſuggeſted, and elegantly introduce, 
the ſeven Aings; but that the former, never- 
theleſs, are clearly to be diſtinguiſhed from 
the latter. For it is not ſaid and the ſeven 


hills are ſeuen kings—as } it was before ſaid 
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— the ſeven heads are ſeven hills — but — 


AND there are ſeven kings — plainly advanc- 


ing a. ſtep further in the prophecy, and 
pointing out a new characteriſtic diſtinction 


of the ſeven-hilled city, ariſing from the 
different forms af Government, ane 


which it had paſſed. 
The truth is (as Mr. Mede well a 


ſerves n) the ſeuen heads of the beaſt, are 
a DOUBLE TYPE : firſt, they ſignify the ſever 


Bills, on which the city is placed; and, then, 


the ſeven kings, or governments, to which 
it had been ſubject; but ſtill on thoſe ſeven 

hills, for which reaſon the ſame type is made 
to ſignify both: But, if the type had been 
deſigned to carry a fngle ſenſe; and kings 


had been that ſenſe, as explicatory of hills, 


it had been very prepoſterous to give the 


interpretation of the rype, and then to inter- 
pret the interpretation, unleſs the expreſſion 


Ln Septem Bxs TI capita, duplex typus: primòd, 
ſeptem montes ſeu colles ſunt, ſuper quos urbs Beſtiæ 


metropolis ſita eſt ; deinde, ſeptem quoque, idque in 
iiſdem (quod unitas typi denotat) Collibus, Regum ſeu 
; Dyna um i — en. Works, p. 524. 


had 
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had been ſo guarded as to convey this pur- 
poſe in the moſt diſtinft manner. As it is 
now put, there are manifeſtly Two — 
and ONE TYPE | 7 |. 

On the whole, there can be no Mabe 
concerning the great city on ſeven hills. It 
can be no other, . than the city of Rome 


itſelf: In other words, the men 
a Roman Power. | 
Still, this Roman power, * any * | 
that hath hitherto appeared, 5 n A 
Pagan and Civil power. But 

HI. The prophecies ſeem very cdemiy t to 
point it out to us, as an ECCLESIASTICAL 
and, in name and Pede at leaſt, a 
- CHRISTIAN POWEF. | 


To begin again with the ſon Daniel. 
He tells us, that the Horn which ſhall ariſe 


[4] The whole paſſage i in the original ſtands thus— 
ad tale arp, Yen tod inlay ors 1 yurn xcbilas ã avtuys 
0 Bacon inle len — of which the following i is the 
litera@ranſlation—The SEVEN HEADS are /ever bills, 
where the woman ſitteth upon them, and are ſever 
| kings Every one fees that the connectiye particle, 
AND, refers to heads, and not to hills, 
after, 
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after, and from among, the ten horns, that 

is, the Antichriſtian kingdom, as before ex- 
plained, ſhall be DivERSE from the ten 
kingdoms, out of which it fhall ariſe ſo}. 
6 But a Kingdom may be divenſe from other 


kingdoms, in various reſpects.“ Without 
doubt. And, therefore, we cannot cer- 


tainly conclude from this ſingle text, that 
the diver/ity, mentioned, will canſiſt in its 
being a ſpiritual kingdom. Letz if ye re- 
flect that this diuenſiiy is given, as the 
characteriſtic mark of the antichriſtian 
kingdom; that, although there may be 


other and ſmaller differences between king- 
doms, the greateſt and moſt ſignal is that 


which ſubſiſts between a temporal and ſpi- 
ritual power; BAY, that Government, as 


ſuch, is, and can only be, of two ſorts, 


civil and ſpiritual, as correſponding to the 
two conſtituent parts of man, (the ſubject 


of all Government in this world ,) the Soul 


[a] Day. vii. 3 ten ho 1 ho king- 


dom are teu kings that ſhall ariſe; and another ſhall 


ariſe after them, and He ſhall be diwrr/e from tlie firſt— 
and 
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and the Body: Taking, I ſay, theſe con- 
ſiderations along with you, ye cannot eſteem 
it a very harſh and violent interpretation, 
it, without looking any farther, we: incline 
to think that this diver/ty of regimen, fo 
emphatically pointed out, reſpects that grent 
and eſſential difference in human govern- 
ment, only. At leaſt, it will be admitted, 
that, if, from other and more expreſs teſti- 
monies, the government of Antichriſt ap- 
pear to be a ſpiritual government, we ſhall, 
then, be authorized to put ſuch a conſtruc- 

tion on Daniel's prophecy, as will reach 
the full force and import of his expreſſion. 
Such a kingdom muſt be allowed to be 
eminently diverſe from ſecular kingdoms. 
So that the harmony between the pro- 
Phets on this ſubje& will be clear 2 
ing. 

Now, ſuch A eeftimony we fon to bnd | 
in che Apoſtle, St. Paul; who, propheſying 
of the nan of Sin, or Antichriſt,” to be re- 
vealed in the latter days, makes it a diſ- 
tinguiſhing pie: of his character, That he 


SITTETH 
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' SITTETH IN THE TEMPLE Or GOD [el. 
Conſider the force of theſe words. A power, 
ſeated in the temple of God, can be nothing 
but a power ſuitable to that' place, or a 
ſpiritual power: juſt as a power, feated Bo 
the throne of Caſar, could only be inter- 
preted of a civil power. 
Nor ſay, becauſe the context runs 8 
that he, as Go, ſitteth in the temple 
of God, sHEwine himſelf that he 1s Gop 
— that therefore it only means his claim- 
ing divine honours : a degree of blaſphemy, 
very applicable to a civil power.“ This ob- 
jection has clearly no force: becauſe his 
fitting in the temple of God was the very 
means (if we rightly apply this. prophecy) 
by which the man of fin roſe to that abo- 
minable pre-eminence. It was by virtue 
of his piritual, that he aſſumed a divine 
character. So that the phrafe—as God 
and that other bewing himſelf that be is 
God — ſets before us, aer, ans extrava- 


WM 2 Theft jt. 4. : | . 
; gant 
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gant height to which the man of ſin aſpired, 
and to which he aſcended; but, no way in- 
validates the concluſion from his fizting in 
the temple of God — that he was a Spiritual 
power. Rather, we fee the propriety of 
this concluſion :- becauſe the text, thus un- 
derſtood, ſuggeſts the way in which the 
man of ſin accompliſhed his blaſphemous 
purpoſe : His ſucceſs aroſe, from his ſtation 
in the temple. On the other hand, a 
power. fitting in the throne of Caſar, might 
fit there as God, and might few himſelf 
that he was God (as many of the Roman 
Emperors did :) So that the clauſe—/i/2ing 
in the temple of God has evidently no pecu- 
lar fitneſs, as applied to the uſurpation of 
divine honours by a civil tyrant; whereas 
we ſee it has that fitneſs, when applied to 
a ſpiritual tyrant. The context therefore 
proves nothing, againſt' the interpretation, 
here propoſed and defended. x 
But, what is this temple of God? The 
temple at Jeruſalem, it will be ſaid; the | 
. * A ſo called, then ſubſiſting in 
the 
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the world [q}). Admit this to be the litergj 
ſenſe of the words. Let ye remember ſo 
much of what hath been ſaid concerning 
the | prophetic ſtyle, as not to think it 
ſtrange, that the literal fenſe ſhould in- 
volve in it another, a myſtical meaning. 
And this, without any uncertainty whats 
ſoever. For fo, the term, Few, means a 
Chriſti an; the term, David, means Chrift : 
the incenſe of the temple-ſervice, means the 
Proyers of Chriſtians ; plainly and confeſfled- 
ly fo, in numberleſs inſtances. Agreeably 
to this analogical uſe of Jewifh terms, in the 
ſtyle of the prophets, the temple of God, 
ay the comple of rial Ii {i chot had 


9] See Grotius, on the place : 8 applies his pro- 
phecy to Caius Cæſar, and thinks jt was fulfilled when 
that Emperor commanded his ftatue to be placed in the 
temple of Jeruſalem. A ſtrange conjecture! which 
many writers, and very lately an excellent prelate has 
well confuted. Piſhop Newton's D: uſe: © on the * To 


Cies, vol. ii. p. 375. 

[+] Hergolrma in ſeriptis prophetarum ooeutrit ut 
emblema alterius cujuſdam Hrerofalyma, myſticè he di- 
.cendz ; quæ Miergalima non poteſt eſſe urbs quzdam 1 in 
montibus Zione & Acra conſtructa, qualis fuit antiqua 


. been 
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been the expreſſion) muſt, in all reaſon, be 
interpreted of the Chriftian charch, and 
could not, in the prophetic language, be 
interpreted otherwiſe. When, therefore, 
Antichriſt is faid to it in the temple of God, 
it is the ſame thing as if it had been faid of 
him, That be /itteth, or ruleth, in the church 
of Chriſt, Now, ſubſtitute theſe words 
the church of Chriſt — in the room of thoſe 
other words —tbe temple of God; and fee, 
if St. Paul, ſuppoſing his purpoſe had been 
to expreſs a ſpiritual power in 6ppolition to 
a civil; ſee, I ſay, if St. Paul could have 
conveyed that purpoſe more plainly. 
Still, we have another, and, if poflible, 
a more decifive teſtimony in che Revelations. 
For, among the different views, which St. 
John gives us of Antichriſt, in ſo many 
diſtinc viſions, one is ſer before us in the 
following manner And I bebeid another 
n mne of the earth, and be bat 


illa; ſed oportet eff rem ſpirituatem, i m al ; 
antiquz Hieroſolymæ myſticè demonſtrentur. 

VI ra NOA, * Zap. & Alulr. p. 762. 
c 
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two . horns like a lamb, and be ſpake as 4 
Dragon [l. Now, if we had known no- 
thing more of theſe ſymbols, than what the 
obvious qualities of the animals themſelves 
ſuggeſted to us, we could only have in- 
ferred, that this ruling power (for that is 
the idea conveyed by the term, Beaſt) 
would put on the appearance of a gentle 
and pacific adminiſtration : I ſay, the ap- 
Pearance for what its real character was 
to be, 1s clearly enough expreſſed in what 
follows, that this lamb-like beaſt /pake as 
a Dragon. But, when we further reflect, 
that Horns, in the prophetic ſtyle, are the 
emblems of power, and that a Lamb is the 
peculiar, the appropriated ſymbol of Chriſt, 
| the lamb of God, which taketh away the fin 
of the world [i], and is conſtantly ſo em- 
ployed throughout this whole prophecy of 
the Revelations, we muſt, of neceſſity, con- 
clude that @ beaſt with the horns of a lamb 
can only be a ſtate, or perſon, pretending 
to ſuch powers, as Chriſt exerciſed, and 


[5] Rex. ii. 127. 4g John. 29. 
a a his 
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his Religion authoriſeth; that is, powers, 

not of this world, but purely ſpiritual. _ 
The other ſymbol of a Dragon, confirms 

this concluſion. For a Dragon, in the 
prophecies, is the known ſymbol of the 
old Roman Government, in its pagan, per- 
ſecuting ſtate. When, therefore, it is ſaid 
that the beaſt /pake as a Dragon, the mean- 
ing is, That Antichriſt ſhould aſſume the 

11 tone of civil authority in promot- 
ing his tyrannous purpoſes, though he 

cloked his fierce pretenſions under the meek 

ſemblance of a ſpiritual character. Taken 
together, theſe two ſymbols ſpeak as plain- 
ly, as ſymbolic terms can ſpeak, That 

Antichriſt was to be a religious perſon, 

acting in the ſpirit of a ſecular tyrant. 80 

exactly is he characteriſed by the poet 

Mantuan, ns himſelf to one of the 

Popes —. 

_ Enſe potens gemino, cujus veſtigia adorant 
Cæſar et aurato veſtiti murice reges. 
On the: whole, I leave it to be conſider- 

ed whether, when the prophecies pro- 
Vor. II. M nounce 
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wy nounce of Antichriſt, that he ſhould be, a 
19 power diverſe from all others — that he 
19 ſhould / in the temple of God and that he 
i! ſhould have the horns of a lamb—1 leave it, 
I} I fay, to your conſideration, whether it be 
i | not. plain that this extraordinary power, a 
1 Roman power, and reſiding at Rome, was 
1 to be a Chriſtian and Ecclg faftical, and not a 
15 Pagan and Civil power. 
5 IV. Another obvious character of Anti- 
i chriſt, or rather, complication of characters, 
1 is that triple brand, impreſſed upon him, 
Fo of a tyrannical, 3 and idolatrous, 
| power. 
3 The prophets hold him up to us, as 
| reigning, or exerciſing an oppreſſive and 
# ſupereminent dominion, aver the kings of the 
* earth, that is, of the weſtern empire u]; 
5 AS making war with ihe lamb, and the ſaints 
1 abo receive not his mark in their fore- 
"8 heads Cu], that is, perſecuting good and 
i conſcientious Chriſtians, h TOUR. to 
Fi [u-] Dan. xi. 8. 20. Rev. xvii. 1. 16, 17. 

| Lal Dan, Mi. 27. nnn the 
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wear the badge of Antichriſt, and to ſerve 
under him; and, as another Babylon, the | 
motber of bartots dd abbintdbriths of the 
earth [J, that is, as polluted hithſalf with 
the grofſeſt idclatty, and as cofrupting the 
rations with the fame Pprophane worſhip, = 
hut theſe marks, it will be ſaid, have 
been found upon ſo many powers, hich 
have appeared in the world, that they can- 
not be given as the diſtintlive marks of one, 
that is, of the Papal Power: Nay, the Bimop 
of Meaux goes further, and attempts to 
ſhew, by a very refined argument, that the 
very terms of whoredom and fornication, in 
which the 14 of theſe marks, I mean, 1D0- 
LAT RV, is ſet forth by the prophet in the 
book of Revelations, make it im polſible for 
us to apply that mark to Rome Chriſtian, 
Let us ſee, then, firſt; what force there 
is in the criticiſm of this learned Prelate. 
That whoredom, or fornication, in the 
Mägusge of ſcripture,” means idolatry, is 
agreed” on "if hands, and cannot be dif- 
6) Rev. xvii, 5. i 
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puted : Whether the figurative uſe of this 
term aroſe. from obſerving, how conſtantly 
that pollution attended idolatrous worſhip ; 
or how. fitly a communication with - falſe 
gods may be. compared. with that. unlawful 
commerce: Whatever be the ground of 
the analogy, it is clear to a demonſtration 
that wwhoredom is but another name for ido- 
latry, which; under this idea, is very fre- 
quently charged upon the wy by * an- 


Ry 7 744 40 


Sometimes, how-ever, Fe Fat 1 bo to 
aggravate the charge) the . idolatry, of the 
Jews is conſidered in the light of adultery, 
that is, of infidelity to the God of Iſrael ; 
to whom, as to her proper Lord and Huſ- 
band, the Jewiſh, nation had, by expreſs 
ſtipulation, and in the moſt When manner, 
contracted herſelf. 12 

But, notwithſtanding this r 
application of the terms, Jornication, and 
adultery, to the idolatry of the Jews in the 
antient prophecies, it hath been remarked 
by the Biſhop of Meaux, That Babylon, 

5 & 
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or Rome, in he Revelations,” is conſtantly 
and uniformly ſpoken: of, as a whore, and 
not as an adultereſs : : whence he concludes, 
that this charge is brought againſt Pagan 
Rome only, and not Chriſtian Rome. For, 
why, he aſks, is ſo much care taken not to 
impute adultery to idolatrous Rome, if it 
had been a Chriſtian city? when its pol- 
luting itſelf with this crime, contrary to the 
molt expreſs engagements, which Chriſtians 
take upon themſelves, of fidelity to the only 
true God, might Juſtly deſerve, and, in pro- 
priety, may ſeem to require, this opprobri- 
ous charge, rather than that other lighter 
one of fornication'; whereas, if Pagan Rome 
be here meant, its idolatry could only be 
ſet forth under the idea of n and 
not of; eke | 


[0] Le faint apotre a bien pris garde de ne pas nom- 
mer la proſtituse, dont il parle, une adultere, lee xda, 
lloigadida, mais une femme publique —ſans jamais 
avoir emplaye le mot d'adultere ; tant il ẽtoit attentif a 
_ Eviter Videe d'une epouſe infidelleLoin de marquer 
la Proſtituee, comme une Eglize corrumpuè, nous avons 
montrẽ charement qu wil a pris des idees tautes contraires 
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Now, although, as I obſerved, the ido- 
latrous Jews are frequently treated by their 
prophets, as fernicators, as well as adulter- 
ers, nay, are much more frequently (z]2 re- 


A le-, puis qu au lieu de produire une Ferufalem 
infidelle, ou du moins une, Samarie, autrefois partie du 
peuple faint, comme il auroit fait 8'il avoit voulu nous 
repreſenter une egliſe corrompuẽ, il nous propoſe une 
Babylene, qui jamais n'a ets nommee dans Talliance de 
Dieu. Nous avons auſſi remarquẽé qu'il n'avoit j 
donne à la Proſtitute le titre d epouſe infidell ou re- | 
pudice : mais que par tout il getoit ſervi du terme de 
fornication, et de tous ceux qui revenoient au meme 
ſexs, Je ſais que ces mots ſe confondent quelque fois 
avec celui d adultere, mais le fort du ra: Honne ment  confiſte. 
en ce que de Probos deliber Saint Jean evite toijours ce 
dernier mot qui marqueroit Ia foi wiolee, le mariage ſou- 
Zlle, et alliance rompug, &. L Apocalyſe avec une Ex- 
plication ;, par, Meſtre Faques Benigne Boſſuet, Eveque dt 
Maur. PR EE. 36, 29, AVERTISEMENT, p-. 321— 
32 3. Par. 1690, 120. 

[z] The reaſon I take to be, That fornication, that 
is, vague luſt, and general proſtitution, ſerved beſt to ex- 
preſs the unbridled/ and indiſcriminate paſſion of the 
Jews for the dzmon-worſhip of their neighbours : 
Whereas the crime of adultery, though ofa blacker dye, 
and, in that view, more proper to expoſe the malignity 
of their offence, does not convey the ſame ideas of uni- 
verſal: pollution, being. uſually committed, becanſe it is 
To criminal, with more distinction and reſtraint. 

preſented 
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preſented under the former idea, than the 
latter; and although it be therefore true, 


that fornication is not neceſſarily, and exclu- 
ſively, to be underſtood of Pagan idolatry, 


but may well be applied to Chriſtian idola- 


ters, as it was to the Jewiſh ; yet the force 
of the learned objector's argument will not 
be obviated by this obſervation only. For 
the ſtreſs of it lies in this, That the idola- 
try of Rome in the Revelations is every 
where, that is, purpoſely, termed fornica- 
tion (to inſinuate to us, that the charge is 
directed againſt a Pagan City, and not a 
Chriſtian Church), and no where, that Is, 
purpoſely again, called adultery.” l 
The objection is extremely ingenious; 
and, fo far as I know, hath been, hitherto, 
unanſwered, Yet, if any good reaſon-can 
be aſſigned why the prophet ſhould thas 
ſtudiouſly prefer the term, fornication, to 
that of adultery, in deſcribing rhe idolatry ' 
of Chriftian Rome, notwithſtanding thoſe 
terms be uſed indifferently by the Jewiſh 
E when they reprove the idolatry 
M 4 of 
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of their own countrymen, the Biſhop of 
Meavx . would himſelf acknowledge,” that 
his objection falls to the ground. | 
| Now ſuch. a reaſon offers itſelf to us in 
the EMBLEM, under which St. John chuſes 
to repreſent his idolatrous ſociety. This 
emblem is, . Babylon; a Pagan idolatrous 
city; to which the idea of fornication may 
be colourably, and hath, in fact, been, ap- 
plied a], in order to expreſs the tranſgreſ- 
ſion of the law of nature, in its idolatrous 
Worſhip: But to ſuch a city, adultery, could 
in no proper ſenſe, be applied; becauſe, it 
had never entered into any cloſe engage- 
ment, or marriage- contraci, a8 it Were 
with the God of heaven. f 
This being admitted, we ſee the reaſon, 
why Rome . Chriſtian is taxed as a whore 
ſimply, and not as an. adultereſs. - For 
what had been improperly ſaid of the type, 
cannot, on the principles of decorum, be 
transferred to the anti- type. If Babylon 
be only a Barlot, ſhe is a harlot ſtill, and 


[4 Tlaiah xxili. 16, 17. Nahum i iii. . 
; _ nothing 
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nothing more, when ſhe ſtands for Rome, 
whether Pagan, or Chriſtian. The con- 
cinnity of the figure, and the juſt cor- 
reſpondence of the thing ſignified to the 
ſign, demands the obſervance-of this rule; 
which cannot be violated without mani- 
feſt abſurdity and confuſion. ' 
„But why then, it is aſked, was fack 
an emblem employed ? Why was not Je- 
ruſalem, or Samaria (of which adultery 
might be predicated) rather choſen, than 
Babylon, for the type; or IR of 
idolatrous Chriſtian Rome? | 
The reaſon, again, is obvious. Tt was, 
becauſe Babylon was the firſt of all ido- 
latrous cities; and the fiz7eft [5] to emble- 
matize the enormous guilt, or to ſet in 
fall light the extenſive nnn, of ido- 


[3]. — for it is the land of graven images, and they. a are 
mad upon their idols, Jer. l. 38. Again: Babylon hath 
been a golden cup in the Lord's hand, that made all the 
earth drunken e the nations have drunken of her vine, theres 
fore the nations are mad. Jer. li. 7. Compare Rev. xvii. 
the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with 
the Wine 9 her Wann 5 | 


latrous 
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latrous Rome, For each, in its turn, was 
the mother of harlots and abominations of 


the earth; the former corrupting the heather 


world with her fornication, and the Ty 
the Chriſtian. 

When therefore for this, or the Uke rea- 
fon, Babylon was made the emblem of 
Chriſtian Rome, the prophet was obliged 
to retain the idea of fornication, only, and 
not to interpoſe that of adultery, through 


the whole tenour of his application. 


It may, further, be worth obſerving, 
that pagan idolatry is, for the moſt part, 
expoſed by the antient prophets under the 
notion of LES, or LYING VANITIES [c]; 
and very rarely, I think in no more than 


one or two ſhort paſſages, under that of 
fornication. For vague luſt was fo generally 


practiſed in the heathen world, and the law 


of nature, condemning, that vice, fo little 


known, or reſpected by it, that the meta- 
phor would not have conveyed to a Pagan 
idolater the atrocious nature of his crime. 
Le] Mr, Mede, Warks, p. 49. = 
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The Moſaic Law, on the other hand, in- 
terdicting fornication 1 in the ſevereſt terms, 
and requiring that there 12 be no whore 
of the daughters of Irael Ld ij, the guilt of 
idolatry was, very. forcibly, as well as na- 
turally, repreſented to a Jew, under that 
mew. 

Accordin = we fo. that ths * 
every where, and in whole pages, employ 
this figure, when they addreſs themſelves 
to Jewiſh idolaters. Whence it may ſeem, 
that, although there be ſufficient authori- 
ties to juſtify the prophet St. John in con- 
ſidering his emblematic Babylon under the 
idea of a harlot, yet he would not have 
proſecuted even this inferior charge of for- 
nication fo far as he has done, and in ſo 
many parts of his prophecy, if his purpoſe 
had not been to apply it to a believing, and, 
nota Pagan city. If the myſtical Babylon 
be Chriſtian Rome,, we ſee the force and 
propriety of this repreſentation z which had 
| clearly been leſs apt, if Pagan Rome, ac- 


[4] Deut. xxiii. 17% 


cordin g 
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cording to the Biſhop of Meaux, had been 
intended by the prophet. 


Me ſee then, in both ways, why Rome 


f 
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is not an adultreſs in the Revelations; and 
| why ſhe is ſo emphatically, a, harlot. The 
type employed forbad the former charge, 
though the anti-type be Rome Cbriſtian: 
The Larter charge had not been ſo much 
laboured, if the anti. type had been Rome 
eie ET ; of 
Thus, the edge of this acute Ghjeftion 
is entirely taken off, and the execution, it 
was to make on the Proteſtant ſyſtem, pre- 


| vented. 


To return, now, to the conſideration of 
our three marks. Theſe marks, it is ſaid, 
agree to ſo many other powers, beſides that 
of the Papacy, that they cannot be made the 
peculiar, diſtinctive characters of Chriſtian 
Rome. And, without doubt, conſidered : 


merely in themſelves, they cannot. But, 


ſeven hilled city, and that too, an ecclęſiaſti- 


having already underſtood that the power, 
thus ſtigmatized, is a power ſeated in the 


cal 
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cal power, one ſees, clearly that, if the pro- 


phecies have hitherto received their ac- 
compliſhment in any degree, theſe marks 


can only be ſought in Papal Rome, and 


muſt be -the proper, excluſive characters of 
that power. I ſay, one ſees: this; hut, it 
muſt be owned, not without amazement, 
That a ſpecies of government, calling it- 
ſelf Chriſtian, and profeſſing to model itſelf 
0 the example of the Lamb, on the pure 

ad ſimple principles, of the Gaſpel, ſhould 
e. be all over ſtained, with, thoſe. ſpecific . 
vices, which Chriſtianity wall abhors — 
the utmoſt pride of ſecular domination 
the moſt relentleſs zeal againſt the fights. of 
conſcience— and, what is till more.incre-- 
dible, the moſt: blaſphemous idolatry. i The 
accumulated infamy of theſe crimes” rock. 
the prophet, . St. John, ſo. forcibly, that, 
on the ſight of this portentous monſter; . 
exhibited to bim i in the viſion, he wondered, 
as hi 7 K W it, vill ee admit: 


Bur 


: | " OR wit. 6. . data lb. 
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- But, firange as this viſion appeared to 
the ſacred propher, the Papal hiftory is 


found to realize all the wonders of it: And, 


baekward as we may be to interpret this 
viſion of à church, profeſſedly Chriſtian, 


that church herſelf is ſo little ſcandalized 


at the imputation of theſe crimes, that ſhe 
is ready to avow them all; the 79 Ant, 
directly and openly; and the laft, when ſet 
m a cettain light, and explained in het 
on manner. In ſhort, ſhe prides herfelf in 


| the extent of ber feu L,, and the fire of 


LU Not held of che civil power, or acknowledged to 


T "a ſo held, but uſurped upon it, and inſolently directed 


againſt it; as is well known from eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, 
The Pope is not Antichrift: God forbid! (ſays the good 
Abbe Fleury, with a; zeal becomirig a member of the 

communion.) Bur neither is he impeccable, nor 
bas he an abſolute authority in the church over all things 


both) temporal and ſpiritual == Le pape ng pas P Antichriſt 
& Dieu ne plaiſe ; muis il n'eſt: pas inipectable, ni monarque 


etbjolu dans. Pegliſe pour le temporel et pour te fpirituel ¶ ace 


dife, ſur | Phiſt. eccleflaſtique, p. 173. Par. 1747, 1 is, 


The Pope, he ſays, 15 not an #bſolute monarch in the | 
church over all things temporal and ſpiritual : That is, he 
ought not to arrogate to himſelf the power af an abſolute 
monarch ; for that the pope aſſumes to be ſuch . 

er 
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ber zeal [g]. and only quibbles with us 
about the meaning of the term, idolatry, 


narch, and; in fact, exerciſed this ſupreme monarchical 
power in the church, through many ages, the learned 
and candid writer had indiſputably ſhewn; in the dif 
courſe, whence theſe words are quoted, But now this 
monarchical ſovereignty in all things temporad, as well as 
fdiritual, is certainly one prophetical note or character, 
by which the perſon or power, ſtyled antichriſtian, is 
diſtinguiſhed. Let the Pope, then, be what he will, 
we are warranted by M. Fleury himſelf to conclude, 
that he hath, at leaſt, this mark of Antichriſt. 

ſz] In che perſecution of heretics ; which M. Boſſuet 
regards as fo little diſnonourable to his communion, 
that he thinks it @ poiur not to be' called in queſtion—calls 
the uſe of the ſword in matters of religion, an utdoubted 
right—and concludes, that there is no iUlufion more dan- 
gerous than to confider TOLERATION, as 4 mark of the 
true Church — Pexercije de la puiſſance du glaive dints les 
marieres de la religion & de la conſcience; choſe, que ne 
peũt Gre revoquie en doute — le droit off certain — il fy a 
point d'illuſion plus dangerenſe que de donmer LA $OUF- 
FRANCE four un caractere de ongy Ehe. Hift, des 
Var. l. x. p. 5 1. Par. 1740, 12% 

Thus, this great doctor of the catholic Church, to- 
wards the cloſe of the laſt century. And juft now, 
another eminent writer of that communion very round - 
ly defends the murder of the Bohemian martyrs at Con- 
ſance, and (what is more provoking ſtill) the Fraud 
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To cut the matter ſhort, then, and to 
keep clear of thoſe endleſs debates concern- 
ing the worſhip of Images, of the Croſs, and 
of the Hoſt in the celebration of the Maſs; 
debates, which a dextrous ſophiſt may find 
means to carry on with a ſhew of argu- 
ment, and with ſome degree of plauſibi- 
lity : To ſet aſide, I ſay, all theſe topics, let 


it be obſerved, at once, That idolatry, in the 
ſcriptural ſenſe of the word, is of t. ) / ſorts, 


and conſiſts either, 1. in giving the honour 
due to the one true God, as maker and 
governor of the world, to any other ſup- 


Poſed, though ſubordinate god; Or, 2, in 


and ill-faith, through which the pious and tender- 
hearted Fathers of that council ruſhed to the perpetra · 
tion of it. M. Crevier, Hift, de M Univerſilt de Paris, 
t. ili. I. vi. Þ..435, &c-. Par. 1761, 12%, —Can it be 
worth while to ſpend words in fixing this charge of in- 
tolerance on the church of Rome, when her ableſt ad- 
vocates, as we ſee, even in our days, o openly triumph 
in it? But, then, hath ſhe forgotten who it was that 
the prophet /aw, drunken æuith the blood of the faints, and 


Luis the blood of the martyrs of. Feſus—— Rev. xvii. 6? 


Alas, no: But ſhe wonders, by what figure of ſpeech 


; here CfCS are called Saints; and rebels to 10m Pope, Martyrs 


Lb 5 


* * 


giving 
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giving the honour due to Chriſt, 3 as the fole 
mediator between God and Man, to any 
other ſuppoſed, though ſubordinate, me- 
diator. The former, is the idols for- 
bidden by the Jewiſn law, and by the law 
of Nature: The later, is Chriſtian ido- 
latry, properly ſo called, and is the abo- 
mination, prohibited and tomemined,” in o 
ſevere terms, by che law of the Gofpel. 
Now, meh the former ſpecles of ido- 
latry be chargeable on the church of Rome 
or not; and whether the cim of that 
ſpecies, may not be incurred Dy honour- 
ing the true object of worfhip, through rhe 
medium of ſome ſenſible image: What- 
ever, I ſay, be determined on theſe: two 
points (which, for the preſent, ſhalt be ſet 
aſide) the other ſpecies of idolatry"! is, with- 
out all doubt, chargeable on apy Chriſtian 
church that ſhall adopt or acknowledge, in in 
its religious addreſſes, another r 
beſides Chriſt Telus, 
But the church. of Rome: (I do not ſay, 
in the private-writings of her divines, but) 
Vol. II. * in 
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in the ſolemn. forms, of her ritual, publickiy 
profeſſes, and, by. her canons and councils, 
 authoritatively enjoyns, the worſhip of ſaints 
and angels, under the idea of mediators 
and interceffors :.. not indeed, in, excluſion 
of Chriſt, as one, or, if you will, as chief 
mediator, but in manifeſt defiance of his 
claim to be, the ſole mediator. This 

charge is truly and juſtly brought againſt 
that Church, as it now ſtands, and hath 
ſtood, for many ages; and cannot, by any 
ſubterfuge whatſoever, be evaded [3]. And 


- [4} See Vitringa Apocalyp/i Eap. p- 603, and the 
authors cited by him: But, above all, ſee Mr. Mede's 
exquiſite and unanſwerable diſcourſe, entitled, The 

Apoftaty of the latter times. 5 
Tis true, the Biſhop of Meaux is pleaſed to divert 
himſelf with one part of this diſcourſe; I mean, that 
part, which contains [ch. xvi. and xvii.] the learned 
writer's interpretation of Daniel's prophecy, concern- 
ing the Gods Mabusaim. He finds ſomething pleaſant 
in-this idea, or rather in this hard word, which he re- 
peats fo often, and in ſuch a way, as if he thought the 
very ſound of Mahuzzim, was enough to expoſe the 
comment and Commentator to contempt Hift. des 
Far, I. xiit; p. 260, 261. But, after 4 0 the ingenious 
(Peck would have done himſelf: no — os being 
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therefore, to the other characters of Pride 
and Intoleraute, which ſhe takes to herſelf 


with much complacency, ſhe muſt, now, 
be content wenne ſhe will or ww to FP 


a "OR more ſerious in diſculing an interpretation, 


which Sir Iſaac Newton adopts without ſcruple 10 


on the prophecies of Daniel, Sc. p. 192]; and which, in 
mere reſpect to the ptophet, he ſhould, at leaſt, have 
condeſtended to replace by ſome other and more rea- 
ſonable interpretation. But it is the infirmity, of | this 
lively man, to be jocular out of ſeaſon, Thus, again, 
he raillies Luther; for an aſſertion of his, delivered, it 
ſeems, with ſome aſſurantè, and, in the form, as he 
pretends, of a prediction, That the _Papal power would 


ſpeedily decline and come to nothing, in conſequence of the 


Reformation.. The event, he ſays, has belied the pro- 


| phet; the Pope ſtill keeps his ground; and then (in an 


unlucky. parentheſis) laughs to think, how many others, 
befides Luther, will be daſhed to pieces againſt this s ro 

bien autres, gue Luther, fe briſeront contre cette PIERRE 
[ Par, I. xiii. p. 244]. Now, if the glory of ſaying a 
good thing had not infatuated this Catholic Biſhop, 
could -he nk helped ſtarting at his own compariſon of 
a fone, as applied to Luther and the Reformation, when 
it might ſo naturally have put him in mind of that pro- 
phetical s roxk, which ſhall one day become @ great 


| mountain, and break i in pieces a certain zune 9 
. | 
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that of DMON-woRSHIP, or ANTICHRIS> 
TIAN IDOLATRY, faſtened upon her. 

Nor let the followers of that communion 
think to elude this charge, by. ſaying, 
That they only requeſt the ſaints, as we com- 


monly do any good man, to pray for them [i]. 

Falſe, and difingenuous ! Falſe; becauſe 
their breviaries and litanies ſhew, that they 

ſupplicate the ſaints to befriend them by 
their own inherent power, or to intercede 
for them to the throne of God by virtue 
of their own perſonal merits [4], in blaſ- 
me derogation to the all- adoning and 


10 LEgliſe, en nous enſeignant qu'il eft 4 de 
prier les Saints, nous enſeigne à les prier dans ce meme 
eſprit de charitè, et ſelon cet ordre de ſociete frater- 
nelle qui nous porte a demander te fecours de nos freres 
vivans ſur la terre; et le Catechiſme du Concile de 
Trente conchut de cette doctrine, que fi la qualite de 
Mediateur, que Fecriture donne à Jeſus Chriſt, receyoit 
quelque prejudice de Pinterceffion des Saints qui reg- 
nent avec Dieu, elle n'en recevroit pas moins de inter- : 
ceffion” des fideles qui vivent avec nous. 7 

M. Bossver, Expoſition de Ia ductrine 4. 2 | 
Catholique, p. 17, 18. Paris 85 6 

1 Vitringa, as 603, es.” Eye © 

incom- 
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incommunicable interceſſion of Jeſus. Diſ- 
ingenuous, too; becauſe they know very 
well, that the queſtion is concerning un- 
ſeen and heavenly mediators only, not 
men like ourſelves, ſuch as we live and 
cohverſe with on earth; whom we only ad- 
moniſh of their duty, and to whom we only 
do ours, when we call upon them to exert 
an act of piety and common charity in 
praying for their fellow-chriſtians. Our 
meaning is but that which the Apoſtle 
well expreſſes, when he would have us con- 
ider one another, to provoke unto love and 
to good works II]; and not at all to ſuppli- 
cate our Chriſtian brerhren as powerful i in- 
terceſſors, in whoſe metitorious virtues we 
confide, and to whom, as poſſeſſing a pro- 
per intereſt in the Almighty, by the worth 
of their own perſons, we commit our dear- 
eſt concerns, The forgiveneſs of our ſins, 
and the ſalvation of our ſouls. * 
<« But this, it will be ſaid, is a very de- 
fective, and even unfair, account of the 
5 0 Heb. x. 24. 8 
N 3. matter. 
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| matter. We do more than admoniſh our 
brethren of their duty, when we ſollicit 
their prayers for us. We invite them di- 
rectly, and formally, to intercede for us to 
the throne of Grace. We are allowed, 
nay encouraged, to lay a ſtreſs on their 1 in- | 
terceſſion; and, what is more, we are given 
to underſtand that ſuch interceſſion, eſpe- 
cially if it be made by good men, will 
have weight and influence in heaven, 
What elſe 1s the meaning of the Apoſtle, 
when he aſſures us, 7. bat the elfectual fer- 
vent prayer of a ri Whey, man availeth 

- much, James v. 16.? And, if the prayer 
of a righteous man, much more the prayer 
of glorified ſaints and angels.“ 

I have put the argument, I think, in all 
its force, and (becauſe the adyocates of the 
papal cauſe affect to think it unanfwerable) 
ſhall examine it, with care. : 

* We apply to good Chriſtians, or to 
' thoſe we eſteem ſuch, to intercede for us 
by their prayers to heaven.“ We do ſo; 
and are 3 in chis r by 

the 
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the example, and by the directions, of the 
Apoſtles. For I ſhall not take advantage 
of what ſome have conceived to be the 
meaning of St. James, in the place alledged, 
where he attributes ſo much to the prayer 
of a righteous man, That the prayer, there 
ſpoken of, is che prayer of faith, or a ſpiri- 
tual gift miraculouſly conferred on the firſt 
teachers of the Goſpel, and confined to 
their miniſtry: I will not, I ſay, take ad- 
vantage of this gloſs ; | becauſe, whatever 
foundation it may ſeem to have in the 
context of that epjſtle, I allow it to be 
clear from other places of the New Teſta- 
ment [In], That the duty of Chriſtians is 
to pray, that is, to intercede, for each other. 
But then I'defire it may be obſerved; 

1. What difference there is between de- 
ſiring good men to pray for us, in the 
Goſpel ſenſe of that duty; and deſiring 
Saints and Angels to pray for us, in the 
ſenſe of the Papal rituals. We requeſt 


La ; Thef. 25. 1 Tim. ii. r. and ellewhere, 
: N 4 tthoſe 
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thoſe prayers, only as they ſhall be offered 
up in the name, and through the merits, 
of the great, and properly ſpeaking, ſole 
interceſſar; and we look for nd effect from 
them, but on that condition. The Church 
of Rome addreſſes herſelf to Saints and 
Angels, as interceſſors, by, what we may 
call, their own right, by virtue of their 
own inherent ſanctity: Or, rather, ſhe 
applies to them directly, as to Saviour, 
for their proper and immediate help, and 
expects it from the ſuppoſed privilege of 
their rank, or merits, independently of 
their prayers, or, at leaſt, of the manner 
ui which | thoſe prayers ſhall be preſented 
through the name of Jeſus. The formal 
words of their Litanies ſhew, that ſuch is 
their meaning. | 

But they will lays that this condition 
eee ee or ſaving, through the 
merits ef Chriſt, 18 implied, not 

exproſſrd. I reply then, 

2. That, admitting it to be ſo, . is, 
WF! the wideſt difference between praying 


to 
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to Saints and Angels to pray for us, though 
in the Goſpel forms of interceſſion; and 
merely requeſting good men to pray for us, 
in thoſe forms. The latter addreſs is made 
in a way remote from all appearance of 
idolatry, and free from the ſuſpicion of it: 
The former, is preferred in the place, at 
the time, with the poſture, in the language, 
in ſhort, with all the circymſtances 
formalities of divine worſhip.  * 

3. I obſerve, that, when we aſk the 
prayers of men, we know that they hear 
our addreſs to them: We cannot even ſup- 
poſe thus much of Saints and Angels, 
without aſcribing to them the incommu- 
nicable attributes of the Almighty, 

Still, it may be inſiſted, That prayers, 
whether offered up' to God by men, or 
| glorified ſpirits, are however to be con- 
fidered in the light of Iuterceſſons; and that 
therefore, ſo far as we combat the practice of 
ſaint-worſhip on that ground, Proteſtants, as 
well as Papiſts, when they employ the 


F of others, are guilty of idolatry. _ 
This, 
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This, in truth, is the hinge, on which 
the queſtion turns: And, to ſhew the 
difference of ak two a palpanly and 
clearly, I ſay, - 

Fourthly, wy laſtly, That the Goſpel, 

in permitting, or rather in commanding 
us to aſk the prayers of each other, juſti- 
fies this ſort of interceſſion, and abſolves 
it from the blame and guilt of idolatry. 
It gives a ſanction to this mode of medi- 
ating with God by his Saints, on earth; 
and does not regard it as a practice that 
interferes with the ne office of 
Jeſus, in heaven. 

The ſame Goſpel, on ht ry; (I 
inquire not, for what reaſons) ſays not a 
word, from which we can infer, that any 
ſuch addreſs is directed, or permitted, to be 
made to Angels or Spirits. It even con- 
demns all addreſſes of this kind, under 
the opprobrious name of unauthorized, or 
WILLI-won ship [n]. Though we be allow - 
ed, then, to have good men, in ſomg 

[2] Coloſſ. ii. 88. | | 
ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, for our mediators or interceſſors on 


earth, we are not allowed to have any 
mediator or interceſſor in the tabernacle of 
heaven, but Jeſus, the great high prieſt 
of Chriſtians, only. This laſt ſort of in- 
terceſſion, by Angels and glorified Saints, 
is againſt the ſpirit and letter of our re- 
ligion. It is a practice, which, not being 
enjoined, is forbidden; which, being dif- 
allowed, is reprobated. In a word, It en- 
trenches on the incommunicable honour 


and prerogatives of the great, the appoint- 


ed, the ſole Mediator in heaven, ſeated 
at God's right hand, who ever /iveth to 
make interceſſion for us [0]. It ſets up new 
mediators, without, and againſt his leave : 
It is, then, un-chriſtian, and idolatrous. 


Thus at length, I ſuppoſe, it appears | 
| indiſputably, That we are neither unreaſon- 


able, nor uncharitable, in charging wo- 


LATRY, as well as the other two anti- 


chriſtian vices of pride, and intolerance, to 
the account of papal Rome. 


[0] Heb. vii. 25. 


V. The 
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V. The laſt prophetic mark of Anti- 
chrift, which 1 ſhall have time to point 
out to you, and what perhaps you may 
. efteem the moſt material of all, is, The 
TIME in which that power is ſaid to make its 
appearance in the world. N 
It hath been already oblerves "wy that 
the chronology of the prophecies is, for the 
moſt part, not defined with that exactneſs, 
which we expect in hiſtorical compoſitions. 
It is commonly expreſſed in terms that 
may be interpreted with fome latitude ; 
or, when- the date is more preciſely de- 
livered, we are ſtill at a loſs, in fome re- 
ſpe& or other, before the event, in what 
manner to form our calculation. How- 
ever, the expreſfion is not ſo looſe and 
vague, but that we may clearly apprehend 
about what time the predifted event will 
come to paſs. 
Thus, for inſtance, the ſeaſon of Chrif 
coming into the world was fixed by ſuch 
circumſtances as theſe — that it ſhould be 


bl Sermon VIII. p- 70-74. and Sermon ix. p. 104. 
before 
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before the total diſſolution of the [Jewiſh 
ſtate -—or while the ſecond temple was yet 
ſtanding; And, when it was determinate- 
ly foretold to be after the expiration of 
feventy weeks, from the going forth of the 
commandment to return and to build Feruſalem, 
ſtill, beſides the prophetic and ſomewhat 
obſcure ſenſe of the word weeks, we cannot 
| beforehand calculate exactly when. theſe 
weeks commence [q, or in what term they 
are to be accompliſhed. Yet, notwith- 
ſtanding theſe uncertainties, the Jews ſaw 


[9] © Whatſoever time of Meſſiah's appearing Al- 
„ mighty God pointed out by Daniel's Exx Weeks, 
yet I believe not that any Jew, before the event, 
could infallibly deſign the time without ſome lati- 
_ & tude; beeauſe they could not know infallibly where 
to pitch the head of their accounts, until the event 
_ & diſcovered it: yet in ſome latitude they might.“ 
Med, Works, p. 757. Sg 
And ſo in other inſtances, ** T do not believe that 
the Jews themſelves could certainly tell from which 
of their three captivities to begin that reckoning of 
* LXX years, Whoſe end ſhould bring their return 
from Babylon, until the event aſſured them thereof.“ 
Mede, Works, p. 662. | 
| very 
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very clearly, and, from them, the reſt of 
the world conceived an expectation, that 
the perſon predicted was to appear in that 
age, or about that time, in which he did 
appear, and which, from the tenour of the 


| prophecies, they had computed would de 


the time of his appearance. 
In like manner, the ſeaſon of Antichriſt's 
appearance in the world is left to be 


collected from general intimations; and; 


when the duration of his tyranny is li- 
mited to tele hundred and ſixty days, 
beſides that the expreſſion, as before, is 
ænigmatical, we have no means of fixing 
the commencement of that period ſo pre- 
ciſely, but that ſome doubts may ariſe 
about it, till the accompliſhment of the 


| prophecy ſhall give light and certainty to 


the computation. Yet ſtill, as in the 
former caſe, we have ſuch data to proceed 


upon in calculating the reign of Antichriſt, 
as may let us ſee about what time it was to 
be expected. 


Thus 
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Thus much being premiſed, I have now 
only to remind you of what the 
expreſsly declare concerning the riſe of Anti- 
chriſt. The eldeſt of theſe, the prophet 
Daniel, ſays it was to be in the time of 
the fourth kingdom, that is, of the Roman; 
which, for the convenience of the pro- 
phetic calculations, is conſidered as ſub- 
ſiſting, though in a new form, under the 
ten kings, among whom it was to be di- 
vided. He further tells us, that Antichriſt 
was to ariſe from among, and after, the 
ten kings; that is, we are to look for him 
then (and not before) when the Roman 


empire has undergone that change of go- 


vernment [7]. 


Next, St. Paul, it ſeems, had. told the 
Theſſalonians, what it was that, for a 
time, prevented the appearance of Anti- 
chriſt: But that information hath not 
been tranſmitted to us. However, he ſays 


to them e know WHAT with-holdeth that 


hs might be revealed i in his time : and fur- 


[r Dan. vi. | 
] hi 
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ther. adds, EE, who now letteth, will let, until 
be be taken out of the way [s]. 

Now, by putting theſe paſſages together, 
and by comparing them with the predic- 
tions of Daniel, not we of theſe later times 
only, before whom the man of / is ſup- 
poſed to be evidently diſplayed, but the 
early fathers of the church, long before 
the events happened to which theſe pro- 
phetic notices could be applied, clearly 


. ſaw, or at leaft generally conjectured, that 


the impediment, here mentioned, was the 


then ſubſiſting power of the Cæſarean go- 


vernment; which, they ſaid, was firſt to 
be taken away, and then * would 
be revealed [z]. 

Laſtly, the Apoſtle St. John not lat | 
confirms the prophecies - of Daniel, that 
Antichriſt ſhould ariſe out of the ten 
Kings, who were to have the weſtern 
np ſhared out e e but adds 


L 2 Theſſ. ; ii. 6, 7. 
li] Sermon VII. p. 1517. But * 1 
Mede's Works, 1 657 
this 


* 1 
2 3 
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this remarkable circumſtance, That he 


ſhould xrbE the ten kings [a]; which im- 
plies, that he ſhould co- exiſt wich them: 


And it further appears, that he was to re- 


ceive his whole power from them, and was 
finally to be deſtroyed by them. 


Now, turn to the hiſtory: of *% 115 
kingdom, and ſee how it correſponds to 


theſe prophecies. Obſerre, when the 


weſtern empire under its Cæſarean head, 


was taken away; how it was, afterwards, 


diſmembered by the northern nations; by 


| what degrees it fell at length, into ten, that 
18, many diſtin, independent kingdoms ; 3 


at what time this partition was made, or or 


rather fully ſettled and completed. From 


this time, and not before, you are to look 
for Antichriſt, now gradually rearing him- 


ſelf up among the ten kings; and at length, 


* 


in a condition, by the power, which they 
gave to him, to ride, that is, to direct and 


govern them. From this time, again, 


: 7011 


nee the 1260 years, the predicted 
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period of his government; and, keeping 
your eye all along on the eccleſiaſtical = 
civil ſtate of our weſtern world (the pre· 
dicted theatre of all theſe tranſactions) ſee, 
if you can help concluding, I do not ſay 
at what preciſe time, but about what ti 5 
Antichriſt appeared ; ee, if the commence- | 
ment of his reign be not ſo far determined 
as that you may be certain of its being 
long ſince paſt ; and lee, if very much, at 
caſt, of that allotted Period, through which 


| his dominion was to continue, according to 
the prophecies, be not, by the evident at- 


teſtation of hiſtory, now run out. | 
To Draw, then, what hath been laid 
on the ſeveral marks of Antichriſt, to a 
point. Conſider, within what part of the 
world, he was to appear; in what ſeat or 
throne, he was to be eſtabliſhed ; of what 
king, his ſovereignty was to be; with what 
Attributes, he was to be inveſted ; ; in what 
ſeaſon, or about what time, and for bow long © 


6. time, he was to reign and proſper : Con- 


ſider theſe FIVE obvious characters of Anti. 
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chriſt, which the prophets have diſtinctly 
fet forth, and which, from them, I have 
ſucceſſively held up to you: And, then; 
compare them with the correſpondent cha- 
raters, which you find inſcribed, by the 
pen of authentic hiftory, on a certain power, 
ſprung up in the Weſt; ſeated in the city of 
Rome; calling himſelf the Vicar of Chriſt; 
yet full of names of blaſpbemy, that is, ſtig - 
matized with thoſe crimes, which Chriſti- 
anity, as ſuch, holds moft opprobrious, the 
crimes of tyrannic dominion, of perſecution, 
and even Idolatry ; and laſtly, now ſubfiſt- - 
ing in the world, though with evident fym- 
ptoms of decay, after a long reign, whole 
riſe and progreſs can be traced, and whoſe 
duration, hitherto, is uncontradicted by any 
prophecy : Put, I ſay, all theſe correſpon- 
dent marks together, and ſee if they do not 
furniſh, if not an abſolute demonſtration, 
yet a high degree of probability, that 
apoſtate papal Rome is the very Antichriſt 
foretold. 


O 2 At 


1 Show 7 eo *'* ge FE. 5 4 
8 ET : v — f Cane e ets na eee 5 ts of 
. Co — de To Coo wal” -4 . «0 IM 
— — — — =p Eran rnd ens — — - 2 —— — - 
= = — 2 - — —— 22 — cr es 2 9 


— 


: r —_—_ 
7 — —— — ——— 
—— "oa, , 

4 


* 


. 

— — 2 ——— 
* * * 2. = 
— — — 


— > no Oy ae — 
A — — — — —— —— — 
— — 


— rn n 
= * , 2 p 
O N N 
8 — nan. — 2 2 "IO rn 2 — — 4 - 

1. i RS —* 1 — 8 — 

2 1 * 5 F 1 > . ' h > WIL 

© IS IP 28 — —— — 3 nt o. — 
7", . - = . I X 


N - _—_— 
& — — N 4 ry . 
re 
4, —— — — = * 
4 ” 8 
ROI FE Dy 


—— 


cluſion. 


196 Prophetic Cn ARACTERS of Antichriſt. 


At leaſt, you will admit that theſe cor- 
reſpondencies are ſignal enough to merit 
your attention, and even to juſtify your 
pains in looking further into ſo curious 
and intereſting a ſubject. Ye will ſay to 
yourſelves, That the prophecies concern- 
ing Antichriſt deſerve at leaſt to be con- 
fidered with care, ſince in ſo many ſtriking 
particulars, they appear, on the face of 
them, to have been completed. 15 

This concluſion it is preſumed, is a rea- 
ſonable one: And the end of this diſ- 
courſe will be anſwered, if ye are, at 
length, prevailed upon to draw this con- 


gr 1] 


'S'E R'M'O N XII 


vers of * Inquiry TOE the 
e 


RE v. xxii. I 


Bebold, 1 come quickly : Bled is be that 


keepeth the ſayings of the in of this 
book. 


Bxronr we engage in a work of 
time and difficulty, we naturally aſk, 


% Cuz Bono, to what conſiderable end 


and purpoſe, are our labours to be re- 
ferred ?”? 

Although it may, then, be ak 
that enough, hath been ſaid on the prophe- 
_ cies to excite a reaſonable deſire of look- 
ing further into them, and even to produce 
a general perſuaſion, that they have been, 
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or may be, underſtood ; yet, it may quicken 


your attention to this argument, and ſup- 
port your induftey in the proſecution | of it, 


to ſet before you the uss, which may re- 


ſult from a full and final conviction (if ſuch 
ſhould be the | iſſue of your inquiries), 
That theſe prophecies are not intelligible 
only, but have, in many inſtances, been 
rightly applied, and clearly fulfilled. 

Theſe usEs are very many. I ſhall 
collect, only, two or three of the more im- 
portant, for your conſideration. 

Though every period of prophecy be 
inſtructive, that which takes in the great 


events and revolutions, which have come 


to paſs in the Cbriſtian Church, is, for ob- 
vious reaſons, more eſpecially intereſting 
to us, who live in theſe latter ages of the 
world. 3 

Of the numerous predictions, contained 


in either Teſtament, which, it is preſumed, 


reſpect theſe events, the moſt conſiderable 


by far, becauſe the moſt- minute and cir- 
cumſtantial, | 
71 „ c the 


are thoſe of St. John in 


£ 
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the Revelations; which treat profeſſedly of 
ſuch things as were to befal the ſervants of 
Feſus [4], from the prophet's own days, 


down to that awful period, when all the 


myſterious councils of God, in regard to 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation, ſhall be finally 
ſhut up in the day of judgement. To 
theſe predictions, then, a more particular 
attention is due, the rather becauſe they 
have been fulfilling from the time of their 
delivery — behold I come quickly— and, 
above all, becauſe a bleſſing is pronounced 
on thoſe, who keep, that is, who obſerve, 
who ſtudy and n the ſayings o 
this book, 

Aſſuredly, then, this Rudy will be re- 
warded with ſignal benefits. And one ſees 
immediately: 

I. In the firſt place, that no ſmall benefit 
muſt ariſe to thoſe, who admit the com- 
pletion of theſe prophecies, ſo far, I mean, 
as the tenour of the bobk makes it proba- 
ble- that they have been completed, rom 

L Rev. i. 14. 
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the awful ſenſe, which this conviction muſt 


needs give them of the Clan diſpenſ, ation 
ile. 


That this diſpenſation, uſhered in oe ſo . 


Jong a train of prophecies, ſhould ſtill be 


attended by others, through all the ſtages 


and periods of it; that ſecular empires 


ſhould riſe and fall, unnoticed, as it were, 


by the ſpirit of God, while the kingdom 


of his Son is ſo peculiarly diſtinguiſhed, 


and its whole hiſtory, in a manner, anti- 
cCipated, by the moſt expreſs predictions: 
that Jeſus ſhould be, as he ſays of himſelf, 
© the alpha and omega, the beginning and the 


end [b, of all God's religious diſpenſations 
to mankind : that his ir coming, or per- 


| ſonal appearance in the fleſh, : ſhould be 


ſignified from the foundation of the world, 
and from time to time more explicitly de- 


clared in a variety of ſucceſlive prophecies, 
till the great event, at length, fulfilled 
them all: and that, together with this event 


(the f foundation of others, ſtill more illuſtri⸗ | 


1 Rev. i i 8. XX1, 6. 
| | ous) 
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ous) his ſecond coming, in the future and 
gradual manifeſtations of his power (for 
they were to be gradual; ſhould be dif- 
tinctly marked out, and duely accompliſh- 
ed, in the fortunes of the Chriſtian church, 

or of that kingdom, which he came to 
erect in the world; while this ſubje&, and 
no other, engaged the ultimate attention of 


all the prophets: There is, I ſay, in this 
ſcheme of things, ſomething ſo aſtoniſhingly 


vaſt, ſomething ſo much above and beyond 
the attention that was ever known to be paid 


to any other perſon or ching in the compaſs of 


univerſal hiſtory, as muſt ſtrike an awe into 
the hearts of all men, who conſider Chriſti- 
anity in this point of view; and muſt com- 
el the moſt negligent to confeſs, or ſuſpect 


at leaſt, That ſuch a diſpenſation is a matter 


of no light moment, but, indeed, the moſt 
important in the eyes of providence, and 
the moſt intereſting to mankind, that can 
be conceived, or expreſſed. 

If, then, there be reaſon, to admit t 


completion of ſuch "PR reſpecting 
_ ſuch 
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ſuch a ſubject, in any conſiderable number 
of inſtances, within that ſpace of time 
which is already elapſed; and, therefore, 
to expeZ that the remaining prophecies 
will, in like manner, be fulfilled, The 
concluſion is, that the diſpenſation of God 
through Chriſt is of the laſt conſequence to 
the inhabitants of this world: And the ob- 
vious 2ſe of this concluſion will be, that 
it further obliges all ſerious men who have 


thus far profited by a ſtudy of the ſacred 
oracles, to put that ſalutary queſtion to 


themſelves — How ſhall we eſcape, if we 
 negler? ſo great ſalvation c]? l 


Connected with his uſe of prophecy, _ 
. ſecond is, That it fets before. us, 


not the importance only, but the truth of 
Chriſtianity, in the ſtrongeſt light. 


So many illuſtrious events falling in, 


one after another, juſt as the word of pro- 
phecy foretold they ſhould, muſt afford 
the moſt convincing proof, That our Re- 


Aon is, as tt claims to be, of divine i in- 


le Heb, 11. Zo 
ſtitution : 
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ſtitution: a prof, the more convincing, 
becauſe it is continually growing upon us; 
and, the farther we are removed from the 


ſource of our religion, the clearer is the 


evidence of its truth. Other proofs are 
ſuppoſed to be, and, in ſome degree, per- 
haps, are, weakened by a length of time. 
But this, from prophecy, as if to make 
amends for their defects, hath the pecu- 
liar privilege of ſtrengthening by age it- 
ſelf: till hereafter, as we preſume; the ac- 
cumulated force of fo much evidence ſhall 
overpower all the ſcruples of infidelity ; 


and bring about, at length, that general 
converſion both of Jew and Gentile, which 


the ſacred oracles have fo bow han 810 
. 

In both theſe ways, en] by Invpreſiing 
on the mind the moſt affecting ſenſe of 
Chriſtianity z that is, by giving us, ß, 
the moſt awful view of its pretenſions, and 
then, by producing the Armeſt conviction of 
its truth, the word of prophecy hath an 
evident tendency, in proportion as we ſee 
its accompliſhment, to promote the great 
a | ends, 
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ends, for which it was given, till She earth 
Hall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, 


and all the inhabitants Ll the n yoo 
learn ene, [4]. 


Theſe uſes are general, 4 concern all 


men: The 
III. Next, I ſhall mention, is more eſpe⸗ 


cially addreſſed to en and ae 


men. 
When the view of chingz, exhibited un- 


der the two preceding articles, has raiſed 
our admiration, to the utmoſt, of the di- 
vine councils in contriving, preparing, and 


at length executing ſo vaſt a ſcheme, as 
that of Chriſtianity, for the benefit of man- 
kind; we are led to expect that the gfe 


will correſpond to the means employed, 


and that a ſtriking change will, at length, 
be brought about in the condition of the 


S- 


moral world. 
But, in ſurveying the hiſtary + of this - 


new religion, the theme of ſo many . 
. and the great, the favourite ob⸗· 


0 Hab. i Il. 14. If. xxvi. 9. 


ject, 


Pd 
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jet, if I may fo ſpeak, of divine provi- 


dence, © ſome- are not a little ſcandalized 
to obſerve that nothing hath come to paſs. 


in any degree equivalent to ſuch an ex- 
pence of forethought and contrivance ; 
that, for a ſeaſon, indeed, virtue and piety 


ſeemed to triumph, in the exemplary lives 


of the firſt converts to this religion, and in 


the overthrow of Pagan idolatry ; but that 
this golden age was ſoon over; and that, 
now, for more than fourteen hundred years, 


the paſſions of men have kept their uſual 


train, or rather have expatiated with more 


licence and fury in the Chriſtian world, 


than in the Pagan; that  zdolazry, in all 
its forms, has revived in the boſom of 


Chriſtianity; and, as to private morals, 
that this Religion has. even made mer 
worſe than it found them, or, at beſt, of 
corrupt ſenſualiſts, has only made them 
intolerant and vindictive bigots ; that, in a 
word, the kingdom of heaven, as it is called, 
has, hitherto, neither ſerved to the glory 


of God, nor to the good of mankind; at 
| | leaſt, 
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leaft, to neither of theſe ends, in the de- 


free, that might have been expected tous 


ſuch high pretenſions.” . 
The colouring of this picture, we with 
ſay, is too ſtrong: but the outline, at leaft, 
is fairly given, The corruptions of the 
Chriſtian world have been notorious and 
great; and though they are indeed the 
corruptions of men calling themſelves 
Chriſtians, and not the vices of Chriſti- 
anity, yet he who the moſt diſpaàſſionately 
contemplates fo {ad a ſcene, can hardly re- 
concile appearances to what muſt have been 
his natural expectations. 
Here, then, the prophecies of this beak; 
I mean, of the Apocalypſe, come in to our 
relief, This book contains a detailed ac- 
count of what would: befal-mankind under 
_— laſt and ſo much magnified diſpenſa- 
It foretells all that hiſtory has re- 
3 It ſets before us the corrupt ſtate 
of the Chriſtian world in almoſt as ſtrong 
a light, as that in which our indignant 
ſpeculatiſt himſelf has placed it. But it, 
Fo likewiſe, 


» 
LOH 
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likewiſe, opens better things to our view. 
It ſhews, that the end of this diſpenſation 
is to promote virtue and happineſs; and 
that this end ſhall finally, but through 
many and long obſtructions, be accom- 
pliſhed. It repreſents the cauſe of righte- 
ouſneſs; as ſtill maintaining itfelf in all rye 
conflicts, to which it is expoſed ; 
gradually gaining ground, and vrevaillig 
through. the ſecret aid of divine providence, 
over all oppoſition, till it obtains a firm 
and permanenteſtabliſhment ; till 2% Saints 
reign (not in a fanatical, but in the fober 
and evangelical ſenſe of that word, reign) 
in the earth el; z till 2e Lord God ae 
reigneth [FI. | 

So far, then, as theſe pepe appear 
to have been completed, they reconcile us 
to that diſordered ſcene, which hath hi- 
therto been preſented to us; and give re- 
poſe to the anxious mind, in the aſſured 
hope of better things to come. The 
word, that has happened, was foreſeen; | 


[4 Rev, v, 10. (V Rer. air, 6. 
5 Hs and 
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and the beſt, that we conceive, will here- 
after come to paſs. Thus, the reaſonable 
expectations of men are anſwered, and the 


| honour of God's pt prom abundantly 


9 . 1 


vindicated. 


IV. The laſt uſe; I ſhall ſaggeſt to . 
is that which immediately reſults from the 
ſtudy of the Apocalyptic prophecies con- 
cerning Antichriſt; I mean, The ſupport, 
that is hereby given to Proteſtantiſm againſt 
all the cavils and pretenſions of its Aver. 


ſaries. 


For, if theſe prophecies are rightly ap- 
plied to Papal Rome, and have, in part, 
been ſignally accompliſhed in the hiſtory 
of that church, it is beyond all doubt, 


that our communion with it is dangerous; 


nay, that our ſeparation from it is a-matter 
of ſtrict duty. Come out of her, my people, 


| that ye be not partakers of her fins, and 


that ye receive not of her plagues [g] — are 
plain and deciſive words, and, if allowed 


to be ſpoken of that church, bring the con- 
(5) 1 Rev, xviii, 6, | 


troverſy 
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troverſy between the Proteſtant and Papal 
Chriſtians to a ſhort iſſue. 

I know, the advocates of Rome pretend, 
that, not a ſenſe of duty, but a ſpirit of 
revenge operates in the minds of Proteſtants, 
when they affect to lay ſo great a ſtreſs 


on the Apocalyptic prophecies. © Reward. 


her, even as ſhe rewarded you [f — is, 
they ſay, another of their favourite texts, 
by which they take themſelves to be as 
much obliged, as by that which they fo 
commonly alledge for quitting her commu- 
nion. It is not, therefore, to cover them- 
ſelves from the imputation of ſchiſm, but, 
to authorize the vengeance, they meditate 
againſt us, that we are ſtunned with the cry 
of Antichriſt and Babylon [i]. 90 

To this charge, I can only reply, That, 
if any Proteſtant writers have put that ſenſe 


on the words — reward her, as ſhe rewarded 


you—they muſt anſwer for their own te- 


[+] Rev. xviii. 4. 1 e bs £1 

[:] M. de Meaux: L Apocalyp/e avec une explication. 
Awertiſement aux Prote eftants, P+ 303, &c. Par, 1690. 
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merity and indiſcretion. They, who un- 
derſtand themſelves, and the language of 
9 diſclaim the odious imputation. 


hey ſay, That they neither admit the 
lawfulneſs of perſecution in any caſe, on 


the account of religion, nor have the leaſt 
thought of inſtigating the Chriſtian world 


to any ſanguinary attempts againſt the 


Papacy. What the event may be 1n the 
councils of Providence, is another conſi- 


deration: But they neither avow, nor ap- 
prove thoſe principles, which tend to pro- 


duce it. They, further, inſiſt, That the 
two paſſages under conſideration, though, 
both of them, expreſſed in the imperative 
form, require a very different eonſtruction: 
That the language of prophecy ſeems very 
often to authoriſe what it only foretells ; 
and to command that which it barely per- 
mits : : that, therefore, the ſenſe of ſuch 


pigs is to be determined by the circum- 


ances of the caſe; that, where obedience 
is lawful, there the preceptive form may be 
admitted; but, where it is not, there 
V EY * aj | 


Us2zs of this Inquiry into the Prophecies. j TY 


nothing more is intended than the cer- 
tainty of the event: That this: diſtinction 


is to be made in the preſent caſe; for that 


Chriſtianity doth not allow vindictive re- 
taliations, or holy wars, for the ſake of 


religion, and that offenſive arms taken up 


in the cauſe of God (how confidently ſoever 
ſome have juſtified their zeal by the-autho- 
rity of the Jewiſh Law, ilapphied) are 
abominable and antichriſtian: Whence we 
rightly conclude, that —reward ber, as fbe 
rewarded you - are words not to be taken 
injunctively; while thoſe other words 
come out of her, my people — expreſſing no- 
thing but what it was previouſly our duty 
to do, are very clearly to be fo taken. 
Laſtly, We ſay, that the context in the 
two places alledged, juſtifies this diſtinction. 
Come out of her, my people. Why? That 
pe be not partakers of her fins, and that ye 
receive not of her plagues. The reaſon is 


juſt, and ſatisfactory. Reward her. Why? 


No reaſon is aſſigned, or could be affigned 


1 with the ſpirit of the Chriſtian 
1 religion: 
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religion: It only follows, as ſbe has re- 
warded you — words, which expreſs only 
the meaſure, and the equitable 'grounds of 
the allotted puniſhment, not the Go * | 
Chriſtians to inflict it. ; 
I return, then, from the confuration of 
this cavil (the moſt plauſible, however, as 
well as invidious, which the wit of Rome 
has ſtarted on this ſubject) to the conclu- 
ſion, before laid down, That the comple- 
tion of the A pocalyptic prophecies in the 
Papal apoſtaſy, if ſeen and confeſſed, affords 
an unanſwerable defence and vindication of 
the Proteſtant churches,” {© 
This concluſion, that THE Pope 18 AnT1- 
CHRIST, and that other, that THE SCRIPTURE 
18 THE SOLE RULE: Of CHRISTIAN FAITH, 
were the two great principles, on which 
the Reformation was originally founded. 
How the fit of theſe principles came to be 

' DISGRACED: among our ſelves, I have ſhewn 
in another diſcourſe | +]. ' It may now be 
worth while to obſerve, in one word, . 
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what fatal miſmanagement the latter prin- 
ciple was even generally DISAVOWED and 
DESERTED. | * 

When the Reformers had thrown off all 
reſpect for the Papal chair, and were for 
regulating the faith of Chriſtians by the 
ſacred ſcriptures, it ſtill remained a queſ- 
tion, On what grounds, thoſe ſcriptures ſhould 
be interpreted. The voice of the church, 
ſpeaking by her ſehoolmen, and modern 
doctors, was - univerſally, and without 
much ceremony, rejected. But the Fa- 
thers of the primitive church were ſtill in 
great repute among Proteſtants themſelves; 
who dreaded nothing ſo much as the im- 
putation of novelty, which they ſaw would 
be faſtened on their opinions, and who, 
belides, thought it too preſuming to truſt 
entirely to the dictates of what was called 
the private ſpirit. + The church of Rome 
availed herſelf with dexterity, of this pre- 
| judice, and of the diſtreſs to which the 
Proteſtant party was reduced by it. The 


authority of theſe antient and venerable 
ö . 1 inter- 
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interpreters was ſounded high by the Ca- 
tholic writers; and the clamour was ſo 
great and ſo popular, that the Proteſtants 
knew not how, conſiſtently with their own 
principles, or even in mere decency, to 
decline the appeal which was thus confi- 
dently made to that tribunal. The Re- 
formers, too, piqued themſelves on their 
ſuperior {kill in antient literature; and were 
aſhamed to have it thought that their ad- 
verſaries could have any advantage againſt 
them in a diſpute, which was to be carried 
on in that quarter. Other conſiderations 
had, perhaps, their weight with particular 
churches: But, for theſe reaſons, chiefly, 
all of them forwardly cloſed in with the 
propoſal of trying their cauſe at the bar 
of the antient church: And, thus, ſhifting 
their ground, maintained henceforth, not 
that the ſcriptures were the fole rule of 
Faith, but the ſcriptures, as Oy by 
the primitive fathers. 
When the ſtate of the 88 was thus 
changed, it was eaſy to ſee what would be 
N e . 
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the iſſue of ſo much indiſcretion. The diſ- 
pute was not only carried on q a dark and 
remote ſcene, into which the people could 
not follow their learned champions; but 
was rendered infinitely tedious, and, in- 
deed, interminable. For thoſe early writ- 
ings, now to be conſidered as of the higheſt 
authority, were voluminous in themſelves 
and, hat was worſe, were compoſed in 
ſo looſe, ſo declamatory, and often in fo 
hyperbolical a ftrain, that no certain 
ſenſe could be affixed; to their doctrines, 
and any thing, or every thing, might, 
with fome T's be proved _ 
them. 

The inconvenience was ſenſibly felt by 
the Proteſtant world. And, after a pro- 
digious waſte of induſtry and erudition, a 
learned foreigner [1], at length, ſnewed the 
inutility and the folly of purſuing the 
conteſt any further. In a well-confidered 
diſcourſe, On the uſe of the Fathers, he 
clearly evinced, that their authority was 


EF 4 | much 
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much leſs, than was generally ſuppoſed, 


in all points of religious controverſy; and 


that their judgement was eſpecially in- 
competent in hoſe points, which” were agt- 
tated by the two Parties. He evinced this 
concluſion by a variety of unanſwerable 
arguments; and chiefly by ſhewing that 


the matters in debate were, for the 


moſt part, ſuch as had never entered 
into the heads of thoſe old writers, being, 
indeed, of much later growth, and having 
firſt ſprung up in the barbarous ages. 
They could not, therefore, decide on 
queſtions, which they had no occaſion to 
conſider, and had, in fact, never conſidered; 
however their careleſs or figurative ex- 
preſſion might be made to look that way, 
by the dextrous pe ATA or the contro- 
ns; 
This diſcovery had great effects. It 
be the eyes of the more candid and 


_ ancelligent inquirers: And our incompara- 


ble Chillingworth, with ſome others [], 
[n] Lord Falkland, Lord Digby, Dr. Jer, Taylor, &c. 


— 


took the advantage of it to ſet the contro- 
verſy with the church of Rome, once more, 
on its proper foot; and to eſtabliſh, for 
ever, the old principle, THAT THE BIsTE, 
and that only, (interpreted by our beſt 
reaſon) 1s THE RELIGION | or Fa 
AN, ne | 
Thus, oNnE of the two a on hich 
the Proteſtant cauſe: had been eſtabliſhed, 
was happily reſtored. And, though Mr. 
Mede, about the ſame time, ſucceeded 
as well in his attempts to replace the 
OTHER, yet, through many concurring 
prejudices, the merit of that ſervice hath 
not, hitherto, been ſo generally acknow- 
ledged. Whether tbe Pope be the Antichriſt 
of the prophets, is ſtill by ſome Proteſtants 
made a queſtion. Yet, it ſeems as if it 
would not continue very long to be ſo: 
And it may not be too much to expect, 
that this inſtitution will, hereafter, contri- 
bute to put an end to the diſpute. 
The Reformation will, then, be ſecured 
againſt the two invidious charges of Schisu 
| and 
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and HERESsVYV (for zeitber of which is there 
any ground, if the Popt Be. Antichriſt, and 
if the ſole Rule of faith to a Chriſtian be the 
cananical ſcriptures) and will, thus, ſtand 
immoveably on its antient and proper 
foundations. | . 

In ſaying this, I do not, however, mean 
to aſſert, that the Reformation has no ſup- 
port, but in this principle— that the Pope 
is Antichriſt, There are various other con- 
fiderations, which are deciſive in the con- 
troverſy between us and the Papiſts. So 
that, if the prophecies ſhould, after all, 
be found to ſuit any other perſon or power, 
better than the Roman Pontif, we ſhall 
only have one argument the leſs to urge 
againſt his pretenſions, and the Ptoteſtant 
cauſe, in the mean time, ſtands ſecure; 
But, on the ſuppoſition that the prophecies 
are rightly, and muſt be excluſively, ap- 
plied to the church of Rome (of which 
every man will judge for himſelf, from the 
evidence hereafter to be laid before him) 
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on this ſuppoſition, I ſay, it muſt be al- 
lowed that the ſhorteſt and beſt defence 
of the Proteſtant cauſe is that which is 
taken from the authority of thoſe prophe- 
cies, becauſe they exprefsly enjoin a ſepara- 
tion from that min to which * are 
applied, | 

Ye perceive, then, in all views, the 
utility of ſtudying this prophecy of the 
Revelations, provided there be reaſon to 
admit the completion of it in the hiſtory 
of the Chriſtian Church, and particularly 
in the hiſtory of Papal Rome. The in- 
portance and the truth of Chriſtianity will 
be ſeen in their full light The wi/dow of 
the divine councils, in permitting the Apoſta- 
fy to take place for a lime, will be acknow- 


ledged —And the Honour of our common 
Proteſtant profeſſion will be CY main- 
tained, 


CON- 


L 2200. 
CONCLUSION. 


Tris 8 is now ems owed 
to that point, from which, poſſibly, ye ex- 
pected me to ſet out. But, in the entrance 
on an argument, new to many perſons, 
and miſunderſtood by moſt, it ſeemed ex- 
pedient to take a wide compaſs. The true 
ſeriptural idea of the ſubje&, was to be 
opened, at large u]; the general argument 
from prophecy, enforced [o]; the method of 
the prophetic ſyſtem deduced,. and further 
illuſtrated in a view of the prophecies 
more immediately reſpecting the Chriſtinn 
church [y]; Of zho/e prophecies, thoſe con- 
cerning - Antichriſt, or the apeſiaſy of Papal 
Rome, were to be cleared of all prejudices 
and objections [g]; and the principles, on 

which the Apocalyptic prophecies, in parti- 
_ cular, are to be explained, propoſed and 
juſtified [7]: It was, further, neceſſary to 
(i] Serm. I. II. III. Fo] Serm. IV. 
[p] Serm. V. VI. 171 Serm. VII. VIII. 
[7] Serm. IX. X. | 
beſpeal 
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beſpeak your attention'to the argument from 

the Apocalyptic prophecies, eſpecially, con- 
cerning Antichriſt, by ſhewing the ſeveral 
preſumptions there are of its force [s]; and 
by ſetting before you the uſes, to which this 
whole inquiry may be applied []. 

This preliminary courſe, then, though 
it has been tedious, will not be thought 
improper, if it may ſerve, in any degree, 
to prepare and facilitate the execution of 
the main deſign, which is, To interpret and 
apply particular prophecies : A work, of la- 
bour indeed; but not unpleaſant in itſelf; 
and (if carried .on with that diligence and 
ſobriety, which are, in reaſon, to be ſup- 
poſed) capable, I think, of affording to 
fair and attentive nn the 2 "__ 
fass, . 

The $x450n, I 15 — may 10 Ps 
unfavourable to ſuch an attempt. For the 
main ſtreſs muſt be laid on prophecies, 
about which Chriſtians themſelves are not 


64 germ. XI. s 19 Serm, XII. 4 
. 1 5 agreed, 
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thoſe perſons is ſuppoſed to be very great, 
and increaſing every day, who are not 
eaſily brought to acknowledge the reality 
of any prophecies, 

This /aft would be an 1 Gonk 
deration, if the fact were certain; I mean, 
if the preſent ſtate of religion were alto- 
gether ſuch as ſome, perhaps, wiſn, and 


as others too eaſily apprehend, it to be. 


But I hope, and believe, it is not; the 
truth of the caſe, fo far as I am able to 
form a judgement of it, being no more 
than this. A few faſhionable men make 
a noiſe in the world; and this clamour, 
being echoed on all ſides from the ſhallow 
circles of their admirers, miſleads the un- 
wary into an opinion, that the irreligious 
ſpirit is univerſal and uncontrolable. Where- 
as, the good and wiſe, are modeſt and re- 
ferved : having no doubt themſelves con- 
cerning the foundation of their faith, they 
pay but little regard to the cavils, which 
2 7770 or corrupt men throw out againſt it. 
They 


They either treat thoſe cavils with a Glene 
contempt; or, they lament in ſecret the 
libertiniſm of the age, without taking any 
vigorous. meaſures to check and oppoſe it: 
Beſides, they rarely come into what is 
called, free company; and they are too 
well employed, and at the ſame time 
too well informed, to hearken after 
every idle ee er on 1 ſide of irre- 
ligion. 02 

For theſe, and ths like ali; Sith num- 
ber of true believers is overlooked; or 
thought to be leſs conſiderable than, m 
fact, it is, and would preſently be known 
to be, if a juſt eſtimate were taken of 
_ hens. : 

Let me then, under this perſualion, er. 

preſs myſelf in the ſpirit, and almoſt in the 
words, of an antient n [#] —& Let 


[4] Yon non _ eſt deſperandum. Fortaſle, nan 
canimus ſurdis, Nec enim tam in malo ſtatu res 
eſt, ut deſint fſanæ mentes, quibus et veritas placeat, 
et monſtratum fibi rectum iter et videant et ſequantur. 


no 
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© no man too haſtily deſpair of the cauſe, 
% e are now pleading. When we ſtand 
c up in its defence, there are thoſe who 
« will lend an ear to us. For, whatever 
„the vain, or the vicious may pretend, 
5 the prophetic writings are not fallen fo 
& low in the eſteem of mankind, but that 
« there are numberleſs perſons of good ſenſe 
c and ſerious diſpoſitions, who wiſh to ſee 
« the truth of the Goſpel confirmed by 
cc them; and are ready to embrace that 
& truth, when fairly ſet before them, and 
« ſupported by the clear evidence of hiſto- 
5 rical teſtimony and * ebe 
<< ſcripture.” SF 346 3 7 

Such is the language, which I am not 


afraid to hold to the defponding party 
among us. But ſhould my confidence, ar 


my candour, tranſport me too far, ſhould 
even their apprehenſions be ever fo well 
founded, the zeal of thoſe, who preach 
the Goſpel, is not to abate, but to exert 
itſelf with new vigour under ſo diſcourag- 


ing a proſpect. - If there be a way left to 


ſtrike 
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ſtrike conviction into the hearts of unbe- 
lievers, it muſt, probably, be, by preſſing 
this great point of prophetic inſpiration, 
and by turning their attention on a miracle, 
now wrought, or ready to be wrought be- 
fore their eyes. Or, let the event be what 
it will, our duty is, to illuſtrate the word 
of prophecy, and to enforce it; to with- 
ſtand the torrent of infidelity with what 
ſucceſs we may, and, if it ſhould prevail 
over all our efforts, to make full proof, at 
leaſt, of our lincerity and good will. 


* 


In the mean time, it becomes all others 
to retain and cultivate in themſelves a re- 
ſpect for the prophetic writings; which 
either are, or, for any thing that has yet 


appeared, may be divine. To treat them, 


without the fulleſt conviction of their 
falſhood, with neglect and ſcorn, is plainly 
indecent, and may be highly criminal and 
dangerous. 
Joſephus tells us, that, in the laſt dread- 
ful ruin of his unhappy countrymen, it 
Yo: L. H. * & Was 
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was familiar with them, to make a jeſt of 
divine things, and to deride, as fo many ſenſe- 
leſs tales and juggling impoſtures, the ſacred 
oracles of their prophets [w]; though they 
were then fulfilling before their hrs: and 
even upon themſelves. | 

But the caſe, perhaps, is different; and 
we have no concern, in the prophecies con- 


| 1 Papal Rome. 


What! Have wr no concern in thoſe 
prophecies (ſuppoſing, I mean, that they 
are prophecies at all, .and, that there is 
reaſon for applying them to the church of 
Papal Rome) WE, who have but juſt been 
delivered from the more than Egyptian 
bondage, which they predict; and are, 
therefore, bound by every tye of intereſt, 
of gratitude, and of charity, to aſſert to 
ourſelves, and to communicate to others, 
as far as we are 8 the beings of that 


CS) Eymkre N 0. getz, x 185 ra- eopoPrlay Bros 
12855 &yvelixas Neyotoliasy ela go. 


Fl. Joſeph. B. J. I. iv. 6. 
1 55 liberty, 
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liberty, wherewith Chriſt bas made us 
free lx]? Have ws no concern in the ſeveral | 
uſes, mentioned in this diſcourſe; and in 
many others, which I have not mention- 
ed; it being well known, that all. inſpired 
ſcripture (of which prophecy is ſo eminent 
a a part) is profitable for doctrine, Jar reproef, 
for correction, for inftruftion - in e 
neſs Ly? 5 

Or, ſuppoſing that we had no are con- 
cern in theſe prophecies, and ſuppoſing, 
farther, that the divine authority of them 
was even problematical; ſtill it may deſerve 
to be conſidered, I mean, by men the moſt 
libertine, who have not yet convinced them- 
ſelyes, by an exact and critical inquiry, of 
their utter falſhood and inſignificancy; 1 
ſay, it merits the reflexion of all ſuch, 
That the contempt of the prophecies, under 
theſe circumſtances, has a natural tendency 
to corrupt the temper and harden the heart. 
And is there no room to queſtion, whe- 


[+] Gal. x, 1. [] 2 Tim. iii. 10 | 
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ther this Conduct, plairily an iminoral con- 
duct, be adviſeable or ſafe? 


Let us then, on a principle of ſeHlove, 


if not of piety, keep the ſayings of this book, 
concerning THE MAN OF SIN, From many 
_ appearances, the appointed time for the 


full completion of them may not be very 


remote. And it becomes our prudence 


to take heed that we be not found in the 


number of thoſe, to whom that awful 


queſtion is propoſed — How is it, that he do 
not diſcern the i us 77 this time? | | 


| Nay, there ate prophecies, which, in 


that caſe, may concern us more nearly, 
than we think. St. Paul applied ons of 
theſe, to the unbelieving Jews; of whoſe 


mockery, and of whoſe fate, ye have heared 


what their own hiſtoriati witneſſeth: And, 


if toe equal their obdurate ſpirit, hat pro- 
| phecy may clearly be applied, and no man 


can ſay, that it was not intended to be ap- 


plied, to * 


Beware 
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Beware therefore (to ſum up all in the 
tremendous words of the Apoſtle [z]) Be- 
ware, leſt that come upon you, which is 
ſpoken by the Prophets: BEHoI D, YE DE- 
SPISERS, AND WONDER AND PERISH; rox [ 
WORK A WORK IN YOUR DAYS, A WORK, 
WHICH YE SHALL IN NO WISE UNDER- 
STAND, THOUGH A MAN DECLARE IT 
UNTO YOU, Es 

[z] Acts xiii, 40, 41. 
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